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UNIT ONE
SPEECH VARIETIES

FIRST LISTENING

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE LECTURETTE
Comprehension Questions
Listen to the introduction.Pay attention to the brief des-
cription about the speaker and the lecturette. Feel free to lis-
ten as often as necessary in order to answer the following
questions. |
1. What was jackie Ehlers” major at the university?
Who does jackie Ehlers work for?
What docs she teach?
What is the main topic of this lecturette?
How many varieties of spoken English do people use
in different situations?
6. What are they?

A

1I. LISTENING TO THE LECTURETTE

A. Vocabulary Preview
The following words and expressions will appear in the
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lecturette.

It is essential that you know their definition before lis-
tening to the tape.

1. concept(n.) anidea formed in the mind

2. socialize (vt.) interact with people, get in touch
with people

3. universal(adj.) belonging to all

4. demonstrate(vt.) to describe or illustrate

5. word endings (n.) the last syllable added to the
root word (e. g. s,ed,ing, able, tion) |

6. the hard of hearing people who have difficulty in
hearing .

7. newscaster (n.) one who broadcasts news on the
radio

8. likely(adj.) something probable
B. Guided Listening -

(Main ideas)

Read the outline below, then listen to the lecturétte, fol-
lowing the outline as you listen.Do not take notes.Listen for
the main ideas of the lecturette only. |

I. introduction

II. Three kinds of speech

II1. Different situations where they are used

IV. Conclusion

Now summarize in one or two sentences the main idea
of this lecturette.
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SECOND LISTENING

I. SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Take notes as you listen to the lesturette again. Listen
for the information which supports the main ideas.

Stop the tape at each major division of the outline.

Check your notes.Are they complete?

Add additional information if necessary.Do you under-
stand the message?

Listen to the taped section again if n'seessary.

A. Note—taking

I. Introduction

II. Three kinds of speech and situations where they are
used -
A. What I'm talking about is...
B. And then...
C. The third kind of speech...
I1I. Conclusion

II. COMPREHENSION CHECK

Do the following exercises to check your compre-
hension.
A. Multiple Choice
Chodse an appropriate answer according to what
you've heard from the lecturette:
_'_‘_‘3‘;




1. The speaker talked mainly about ......
a. the standard speech used on radio and television
b. the different situations in which you can speak
English
¢. formal English which almost everyone under-
stands
d. ditferent varieties of English

[\.)

People who are learning English as a second lan-
guage have to learn more than one kind of informal
English because ......
a. 1t is used on television
b. it varies from place to place
c. it is easy to hear
d. 1t is used for business
3. While talking to friends, families or socializing in any
group of people, we usually use ......
a. formal] speech |
b. special English
c. informal speech
d. standard broadcasting English
4. Formal speech is useful, because ......
a. 1t 1s standard and is easy to understand
b. 1t 1s good for storytelling
c. itis used over public address systems
d. it's more easily understood by the elderly
5. People from different parts of the country using in-
— 4 —




formal speech may ......

a. speak in the same way

b. understand each other very easily

c. talk to each other with a microphone
d. speak very differently

6. Special speech is more easily understood by .......
a. the elderly
b. the hard of hearing
c. beginning language speakers
d. a,b,and c

7. Special speech is used ......

a. in a difficult situation

b. for television broadcasting

c. for job interviewing

d. for educational purposes
B. True / False Statement

Read the statement. Write T if it is true and F if it is

false.

1. American English speakers sometimes cannot under-
stand what someone from England is saying because
he uses special speech. ( )

2. Formal speech is the universal communicator be-

 cause it’s used for business purposes, educational
purposes, for interviews and for various other busi-

ness situations. ( ) "'
3. Another name for formal speech is standard broad-




casting speech. ( )
People from the north and the south of the United
States speak the same way. ( )

. Standard broadcasting speech is only used on radio

and television. ( )

6. Native English speakers sometimes cannot under-

stand another person’s informal speech. { )

C. Comprehension Questions

Answer the following comprehension questions.

1.

What is the concept which the speaker considered
very helpful in learning English?

When and where do people use informal speech and
formal speech?

. Why do people regard formal speech.as a universal

communicator?

Why is special speech easily understood by the elder-
ly, the hard of hearing and beginning language
speakers?

. What are the speaker’s suggestions for people com-

ing to the U. S. to learn English as a second
language?

THIRD LISTENING

I. SUMMARIZING

Listen to the lecturette again if necessary. Refer to the
— 6 —




‘outline, the comprehension test and your notes. Write a
50—100 word summiary of the lecturette in your own words

on a separate sheet of paper.

FINAL LISTENING

Listen to the lecturette and read the script as you
listen.Reread your written summary and make any necessary

revisions.

DISCUSSION

1. Tell about a personal experience in which you were
exposed to informal English.
2. What problems did you encounter?

TAPESCRIPT:SPEECH VARIETIES
AINTRODUCTION

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. The lecture for to-
day is on Speech Varieties.

Jackie M. Ehlers graduated from the University of
Michigan receiving a B.A.degree in Music Education.She has
been teaching English and Speech for the adult public educa-
tion program in the Unite States. |
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Jackie Ehlers will speak to us about the concept that
there are many varieties of English speech. These varieties in-
clude formal, informal and special speech.She advises people
who may come to the U.S.to learn and master the first two
varieties and be familiar with the third one.It is my pleasure
to introduce to you Mrs.Jackie M.Ehlers.

LECTURETTE

Good morning.Today, I would like to talk to you about
a concept that could be very helpful in learning to speak and |
to listen to English, particularly if you are trying to learn
English, to, to go some place and understand people in an
English speaking country.The concept is that there are really
more than one kind of English speaking, that people speak
differently in different situations. What I’'m talking about is
what I call informal speech, which people use when talking

to their family and friends, or telling a story, or socializing in

any group of people.And then formal speech, which is often
called standard broadcasting speech, because it’s used on ra-
dio and television. Formal speech is also used for business
~ purposes in trade, and for schools, educational purposes and
for job interviews and other kinds of, .uh, business
situations. The reason it’s .useful for these things is because
it’s the universal communicator, universal meaning with ev-
eryone and communicating being understood. So standard
— 8 —_



television, standard broadcasting speech or formal speech
can be understood by everyone and is the same all over the
country, and can be understood from country to
country. The third kind of speech 1s spcial speech which is
much slower.1 will demonstrate it now. When you separate
every word and say word endings clearly, it is more easily
understood by the elderly, the hard of hearing, beginning
language speakers and it is also esier to understand over a
public address system, where there is an echo between the
microphone and the speaker.

Now I will switch back into regular specch. But I think
you understand, to be understood in a difficult situation you
can use the special speech. To be just generally, universally
understood by everyone we use formal speech, and in family
and friends or social situations, we tend to use informal
speech. The reason it’s so important to know this is because
informal speech varies a great deal from place to place in the
country, and it varies even more from country to country.So
those learning English will have to learn more than one kind
of informal speech. | |

People who are native English speakers often cannot
understand another person’s informal speech. For instance,
someone from the United States listening to a British
newscaster, who of course will be speaking standard broad-
casting speech, will always be able to understand him.But if
he hands the microphone to someone from the street in
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