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About this dictionary

The Beginner’s Dictionary of American English Usage has been carefully de-
signed with the learner in mind. First, it contains the 4,000 most com-
monly used words in English. These are the words found in beginning
and intermediate English-language textbooks. Secondly, each of the en-
tries has at least one example sentence (in bold type) to show how the
word is actually used in everyday speech and writing. Thus, more than a
dictionary, this unique reference is a guide to contemporary American
English usage.

In addition, this dictionary offers a variety of other features that make it a
valuable reference for all students of English. The pronunciation of main
entry words is clearly shown in brackets next to the word defined. Parts
of speech are identified for all entries. The meaning of each word is ex-
plained as briefly and as simply as possible, using only the words con-
tained in this dictionary. And whenever a word has several meanings,
they are listed separately, each with its own example sentence.

You will also find many notes that give valuable advice on some of the
more difficult aspects of English. (These and other useful language aids
are highlighted in shaded boxes.) And throughout the dictionary, you will
discover fully labeled drawings that illustrate important topics of every-
day English vocabulary: the bathroom, bedroom, parts of the body,
clothes, the country, kitchen, living room, office, restaurant, street, and
travel. These drawings appear in the alphabetical order of the entry words
they illustrate.

The Beginner’s Dictionary of American English Usage offers students an im-
portant key to the everyday vocabulary, grammar, and usage of English.
Used in class or by individuals, this book is an ideal reference that will
'ead its users to a more complete mastery of the English language.
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Pronunciation

The way in which words are pronounced can vary widely according to the
part of the country, and the speaker. The pronunciation shown in the
dictionary is that which is most common in the U.S.A.

The following signs are used to show the pronunciation of words in the
dictionary. \

Words are also marked with a sign (') to show where the strong beat should
be placed, but you must remember that this is only a guide. and that the
pronunciation of a word can change depending on the position of the word in
a sentence,

& back W boat dz just r round
a farm 3 waord f fog s some
D top it freeze g go J short
al pipe 1 hit h hand t too
as  how 12 idea i yes tf chop
> bought u: school k catch 0 thing
o) toy U book | last v voice
e fed A but m mix w wWas
ea hair b back n nut z Z0oo

el take d dog 1 sing 3 treasure
3 afraid s} then p pick |

Alphabet

These are the letters of the English alphabet, showing how they are
- pronounced.

Aa a Hbh atf Qo 0 Vv vi:

Bb bi: li a1 Pp pit Ww  ‘dabalju:
Cc si: Jj dzer Qq kju: Ax eks

Dd di: Kk ke Rr ar Yy wal

Ee i Ll el Ss s 2z zi:

Ff of Mm em Tt ti

Gg d3i Nn en Uu ju




Aa

a, an e, &n or 3, an| article

(@) not a special one; I want a glass of
walter; a big car; he has a good job; an
empty house; a useful knife.

(b) for each/in each: these oranges cost
30¢ a pound; the car was doing 70 miles
an hour.

Note. an is used in front of words
beginning with a, e, i, o0, u and with
h i the h is not pronounced (an
apple; an hour):; a is used in front of
all the ather letters and also u where
u is pronounced ju (a university)

-ble ['ebl] adjective

he wasn't able to breathe = he could
not breathe; will you be able to come
to the party? = can you come to the
party? he wasn’'t able to find the
house.

Note: able is used with to and a verb
a-bil-i-ty [o'bilat1] noun

being able to do something; I'll do it
to the best of my ability = as well as
possible.

-bout [a'baut] adverb & preposition

{a) concerning: tell me about your vaca-
tion; what do you want to speak to me
about? he is worried about his health.
(b) more or less; the room is about ten
feet square; the next train leaves at
about four o'clock; she's about twenty
years old; the town is about ten miles
from here.

(c) in several places; he left his papers
lying about on the fioor.

{(d ) to be about to do something = to be
going to do something; I was just ahout
to go out when you phoned.

‘bove [o'bav] adverb & preposition
higher than; the plane flew above the
clouds; the temperature was above 40°,

(a) GiZdsM) - (y): K&
Ky —HKILE, RH - -
P AT, e H BT,

(by % (méi), % - (méiyi): i %4
Fea it AR 0 £y, MW/TELH
E A AR 70 R B A T A,
& an JHfELL a. e. 1. o, v M4k
B R KM RIEATIE (an apple, ar
hour); a JHERGHE R RE S A
ulffy 78 u i i (a university),

HEAEAEE (néng). & (hui): 3%
B AF e, RER A B Y
B AR T E] AR AT

{E&: able '5°totahia” (AERK) &
Al

el (nengli); AHEAAR AR R

(¢) %-F (guanya), # F (duiya}).
H¥ (vouguan): HFAH LIREH
W Ak Kt A et
): 1. =S

() K% (dayus), A Ai (zudyou):
XM EFAY JOERLF;, THKFK
A 45T, Tl 20% A
L, S BIIILKHA JOEKE,

(¢) F & (daochu), fE&U (za
géchu): fefeies il (&) 2R A
EE

() 1EE (zhéngyoo) . MR (i
iang): HOEEETT, M A EET
& o (gaoya) ., {L - 2 11 (zae-
zhishang): ¥# & Z E X4, (5
) a5 T 404,



abroad —2—

a-broad [>'brad] adverb
in another country; to another country;
he lives abroad; they are going abroad
on their vacation.

ab-sence [‘absns] noun
not being here/there; in the absence of
Mr. Smith = when Mr. Smith is not
here/there.
ab-sent {'=®bsnt) adjective
not here/not there; three children are
absent because they are sick.

ac-cept [ak’sept] verb
(a) to take (something which someone
is giving you); will you accept this little
present?
(b) to agree -(to do something); 1 invited
her to the party and she accepted.
accepta—accepting—-accepted—
has accepted

ac-ci-dent ["zksadant] noun
(a) something which happens by chance;
I met her by accident at the bus stop.
(b) unpleasant thing which happens; she
had an accident and had to go to the
hospital; three people were kiiled in the
traffic accident.
ac-ci-den-tal-ly [=ksa'denth] adverb
by chance; 1 found the missing watch
accidentally.

ac-cord-ing to {v’korrdiy tu] adverb
as someone says or writes; according ta
the newspaper, today is a public holiday;
according to the TV, it will be sunny
tomorrow.

ac-count [a’kaunt] noun

{a) amount of money kept in a bank;
how much money do you have in your
account? he put $10 into his account.
(b) accounts = record of the mpney paid
and received by a company: the money is
shown as a loss in the company accounts.
on account of = because of the
trains are late on account of the fog.

ache Jeik) 1. noun
pain; (used with other words to show
where you have a pain: see backache,
headache, toothache)
2. verb

f£ 8 o (zaiguowai), B[R (dao
gudwa), I (chogusd): #4e & &
My mfildT R ER B,

% (quexi), A{E (buzai): R FH
£ AL 6 AR,

W (quexide}, AN FEM ( blzdi
de): HEABTRARSE,

(@) #% (jieshou) (B A KM &
P): BT X #0  6 ALA T R0

(b)y &M (daying) (B EE), HE
(thngyi): A H b s, REE
7.

(a) & %61 (yiwdishijian) ., 8%
(Gurdn), &b (viwai): e aoikivd
b # bl 0T

(b) & (shigu), ¥R (hudshi):
Kd 7 —#ENn¥Fu, WARFRER
Eff, M7 HZARE,

BAERM (durande) . &L (yiwa
de): HIBALARTAAF A,

%8 (anzhao)., MW (genju): &
e, 4RAFH (LEMB), #HLM
A, MAANL,

(@) ¥ F' (zhanghl), & % (rutdu):
theh AP LR 3 J &Y fefe [0 £ 4
Aireditkp 2,

() (A TIN) H (zhangmu): X 2
BHEATHRB LKA T,

H F (vouyd), WA (yinwe)): &t T#
¥, KERLET,

R (tengtong): SHHLIAER, &
WIBMERNE. BRILEA, A, TH.



—3— add

to hurt; my tooth aches.
aches—aching—ached—has
ached

'cross [o'kro:s] adverb & preposition

1) from one side to the other; he swam
iicross the river; don’t run across the
coad; the river is 50 yards across.

th) on the other side; he lives across the
street; their house is across the street from
ours = it is just opposite our house.

act [&kt] 1. noun

one large part of a play; “Hamlet” has
five acts; Act | takes place in a castle.
2. verb

(a) to take part in a play/film, etc.;,she
has acted on TV many times; he acted
the part of Hamlet in the film.

{b) to do something; he had to act
quickly 1o save his sister.
acts—acting—acted-—has acted
ac tion ['&kfn} ncm

thing which has been done; he was sorry
for his actions = he was sorry for what
he had done.

ac-tive ['aektiv] adjective

lively/doing something; although he is
over eighty, he is still very active.

ac tor [‘aktor] noun

man who acts inz a play.

ac-tress [‘®ktras] noun

woman who acts in a play.

plural actresses

act up-on, verb

to do something as the result of
something which has been said; he acted
upon your suggestion,

ac-tu-al [‘aektfual] adjective

real; what are the actual figures for the
number of students in high school?
ac-tu-al-ly, adverb

really: is he actually going to sell his store?

ad [ad] see advertisement

add [=d] verb

(a) to put numbers together; if you add
ten and fifteen you get twenty-five.

(b) to put in more of something; if
your coffee isn't sweet enough, add some
more sugar; she added a few words at
the end of the letter.

AT HI  (gdnjué téngiong): A& F

(a) Bt (hénggud), B heng
yue): eaFEl T T E] LERRTF S
%, MESEL 5045,

(b)Y TE-- ] (zai-deduimiac).
Y B (zai--delingyikian); e dE
Lodyiies B -1, AR 5K B4
ftd (B4 AXTHETHE),

GERIRY ) & (mu): BT HY F 5
£, #-RA+ 45— AWEYT,

(a) (fEAER. BB Fd) B (bao
yan: fe 3k b e PhE AR &, Y
LHEMATHEERTH,

(b)Y T 5 ( xingdeng) ., W ¥ ¥
(zuomdushi): AN HF LR & AR
EE SRS T

fr A (xingwéi), 1738 (xingdong):
feaf B ooy i A A

i% Bk M ( huoyuede) ., & &1 1)
(huodongde), BUHH (ilide): % &
tF it &0, 4240 RIRGE B,

Wig bl (nanyaryuan),

LR (ndvanyuan).

#Ar f M 47 4
(anzhto - xingdong): #4888 th ey o
WAT ¥ i,

¢ tangxing) ,

Wiy (zhenshide), SEBR1Y (shil
de}: ¥HFFLNFERETAS I
Whi b (shilishang), #5 (queéshi):
fe. ) SR AT Kok 4E {6 B E 0%

(@) 0 (ia): 152 10 F T 25,

(h) M jn (zengna), # W (tionjia):
do Bih ey b B 8, R LA, 4
LA AT UG (L8 k),



address

(c) to say something more; he added that
it was time to go to bed.
adds—adding-—added-—has added
ad-di-tion [3’difn] noun

putting numbers together; she is good
at addition, but not at multiplication.
ad-di-tion-al, adjective

more,/extra; the local tax is an additional
8%: the airline runs additional flights at
Christmas.

add up, verb

to put several numbers together: if you
add up all these figures, the answer
should be a thousand.

Note: add the numbers up or add
up the numbers, but only add
them up

add up to, verb
to make a total; the sums of money we
have spent add up to over $100.

ad-dress 1. noun ['®dres]

number of a house, name of a street and
town where someone lives or where an
office is; what is the address of the new
bookstore? write all their addresses on a
piece of paper: her address is: 1510 York
St., Adamsville.

plural addresses

2, verb [o'dres]

to write the details of name, where
someone is/where a house is, on an en-
velope; the letter is addressed to your
father.

sddressss-—addressing-—
addressed-—has addressed

ad-jec-tive [‘&dxktiv] noun

word used to describe what a noun is
like; in the phrase “a big green door,”
“big’”’ and “'green’’ are both adjectives.

ad'mire [>d'mair] verb

to look at something with pleasure; to
think that something is good; he was
admiring my new car.
admnuomadmiring——admiradw
has admired

ad-mi-ra-tion [&dmoa'reifn] noun
feeling of pleasure in something; I have
a great deal of admiration for his work.

—4—

(¢) #PF iR (bUchangshud): 4k £ it

wEAME T,

moCiia), dmék (jiafd)
e, edp AT A,

WMy (fujiade), by (waijia
de): M b &R A N 8%; Ai w4l
e 3 5 B )6 48 A T Aise

L S

() k- (jiagilai). &iF (héji):
EERF e - EERA B2 —f,

SiF A (zdngjiwel), B A (& i
wei): A ee@mstad 100 £
A,

#eht (dizhi), {Eab (zhuzhi), #iRAL
(tongxtnchu): #4656 et A9 29
e ARG A —FKE& L, 4
M at %, T YR Mg R A 1510

=

1

(fefisEt 1) BEEsihl (xic xing ming

dizhi}, B (zhihdn) BHE AT %
e ¥y,
JE75 i8] (xingrongei): & 4235 - B 4

G KINF, R fe R ENTMARE

M,

W (zan shang), HE (xidn mua),
B (ginpei): £ 3 HEERANNA
=

B’ (zanshdng), %M (ginpei): #
eI k+2 %K.



ad-mir-ing-ly, adverb

with pleasure/showing that you think
something is good: she looked admir-
ingly at her son’s painting.

ad-mit [od'mut] verb
(a) to allow (someone) to go in; this
ticket admits one person; children are
admitied free.
(b} to say that something is true; he
admitted he was the person who broke
the window/he admitied to having
broken the window.
admits—admitting—admitted—
has admitted

a-dult ["adalt, 5°dalt] noun & adjective
grown-up (person); fally grown (ani-
mal); the price of a ticket for adults is $1;
an adult elephant.

ad-van-tage [ad'ventids] noun
(a) something useful which will help you
to be successful: it will be an advantage
if you can speak Italian.
(b} to take advantage of = to use some-
thing to help yourself; we took advantage
of the fine weather and went on a picnic.

ad-ven-ture [ad'ventfar| noun
new and exciting thing which happens;
he told us of his adventures while he was
crossing the desert.

ad-verb |'advarb] noun
word which is used to describe a verb or
an adjective; in the sentence “he drives
quickly,” the word “quickly” is an
adverb.

ad-ver-tise [‘e&dvortaiz] vert
to show that something is for sale/ that
you want something; he advertised his
car in the newspaper; the company is
advertising for new secretaries; jobs are
advertised in the local paper.
advertises—advertising— .
advertised—hes advertised

ad-ver-tise ment [a&dvor'taizmant|,
ad [a&d] noun

notice which shows that something is
for sale/that you want something; if you
want to sell the carpet, put an ad in the
paper; | sold the carpet through an ad in

advertise

AAH (dionmude). ML (qin e
de). B H (zanshdngde): v 33
HAAE G RILTHHS,

tal TFel (FE A A OxUké jin
my. ik (EA) A (rang jnomw):
BREFAF-AAA, LELAD,
(h) A (chéng rén), 1A [
ké): ARILE P AT ES /R
ETHP,

{ ren

A
chéngshide) .
FA; AFR.

cnergrén), KA AR (fayu
HEEBAFNHETA

(a) £ 2L (you didn) . &% (you
shi), A B &M (youlitiqojian) : e f
e E A s, MER-MHHE
#,

(hY FeBL B M (chéngjiliyong, . #
(chen): &NHELAHFELT KT

.

HK: (maoxidn), W20 (mao xidr
jing N): fez A a7 F a0 e
BREn,

B (fuciy: & “fede & A 43R 7K 4
#P, BERRTA NG,

& 1" %« zudguanggdo) . T
(deng gudnggao): &K EE 5 %
R eyt £, N EELEES ERBH
A AR EFE TR
o

e

il (gudng gaor, B E (aishi): 4
Rikfe kG, HHLMEF 0T
A KB AREASEREmd Tt
T, AR e -RiaR5 ¥, HRF
T — 4y €4 65 1A%



advice

the paper; she answered an advertise-
ment in the paper and got a better job.
Note: ad is used in ordinary speaking,
but not usually in writing

ad-vice [ad'vais] noun

suggestion about what should be done:
he went to the teacher for advice on how
to do his homework; she would not listen
to my advice; my advice to you is that
you should take a long trip abroad; the
doctor’s advice was to stay in bed; he
took the doctor’s advice and went to bed.
no plural: some advice: a piece of
ad-vise [>d'vaz] verb

to suggest what should be done; the
doctor advised him to stay in bed; she
advised me to sell my car; I would advise
you to drive slowly.
advises—advising—advised—has
advised

ad-vise a-gainst, verb
to suggest that something should not be
done; I wanted to learn to fly, but she
advised against it; the doctor advised
against going to bed late.

af-ford [o'foird] verb

to have enough money to pay for some-
thing: I can’t afford a new pair of shoes;
how can you afford two vacations a year?
affords—atfording—afforded—
has afforded

-fraid [o'freid] adjective

(a) to be afraid (of) = to be frightened
(by): 1 am afraid of snakes; she's afraid
of the dark; he's afraid to climb onto
the roof.

(b} to be afraid = to he sorry to
say; I'm afraid we have no seats left; I'm
afraid she's sick; do you have a
watch/—no, I'm afraid not.

Note: atraid cannot be used in front
of a noun: she's afraid but a
frightenad gir!

af-ter [‘xftor] 1. preposition

(a) following/next; if today is Monday,
the day after tomorrow is Wednesday; he
arrived after me; [ must go to bed—it's
after midnight; they came in one after

—H—

& ad (J7F) HAH®EOE R, H
AERT k.

#iL (ianvyi), &% (zhong gao),
# (quangao): fed- &) & I R B i &
$&ﬁﬂ BARLEAG UL, AEN
e B M, B4 RS ZE
A&, wiETELHE R, il
T,

i (jian i), M4 (quan gao): E
WA EE AL, WA ETRANA
£, S oihie 275,

HiL B (jianyibie), I (quanzl):
AMEIER EM, 2HYEILF, E
2y ENE LS L@,

LB (maide
A&

L& (huadéqi),
gi): AEAR-AHE; FEAL
Y R W

(a) #FHM (haipa) (B # of), B
(weiju), B (bugdn): #laxe, ta
X, A5 TR LR,

(b) B (kongpa), #E#E (yihan):
R, ANEHE-FRLAT, Ko
AmT;, hERFATSB? A AL,
RS N

P2 afraid A5 8E 3 4E 4 08 B 1D < R
179K iE 2 Sheis afraid; {A* ~prF
fiE R A EiE A2 a frightened girl.

(@) {E- Zh% (z4izhihou) / {E R
M (zai---houmidn): += £ 4 £ X% £ i
—, MLZERAREIAINZ, RAKRZES
Blik; KoM LT it TH
B, A -ARE-AHALT; 2




— 7=

the other; after you = please go first.
{b) to be after = to be looking for/to be
angry with; the police are after him; if
you eat all the cake, your mother will be
after you; what's he after? = what does
he want?

2. conjunction

following a time; after the rain came, the
grass started to grow; after the driver got
in, the bus set off; call me after you
get home.

Note: after is used with many verbs:
look after; take after, etc.

af-ter all, adverb

{a) in the end/considering everything; he
changed his mind and decided to go to
the party after all.

(b) in any case; I think I'll stay at
home—after all, I have no work todo at
the office and it's a fine day.

af-ter noon [xftar'nun} noun

part of the day between the morning
and the evening; | always have a rest
in the afternoon; she doesn't work on
Tuesday afternoons; we met at 3
o'clock in the afternoon; I will try to
catch the afternoon train; can you come
10 see me this afternoon or tomorrow
afternoon?

af-ter-thought, noun

something which you think of later; he
added as an afterthought, that he was
going downtown.

af-ter-ward, afterwards, adverb
later/next; we'll go shopping first, and
visit the museum afterward; he was fine
before lunch, but feit ill afterward.

-gain [o'gen] adverb

another time/once more; he sang the
song again; you must come to see us
again.

once a‘gain = another time; once
again, the car refused to start.

yet a-gain = once more after many
times; he is back in the hospital yet
again.

-gainst [s'genst] preposition

(@) touching: the ladder is leaning
against the wall; he hit his head against
a low branch.

against

e
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(b) against the rules/against the law =
not as the rules say/as the law says; it's
against the law to sell beer on Sunday;
you can't kick a ball in tennis—it's
against the rules; do you have anything
against my going out this evening? = do
you agree that I can go out? she was
against the idea of going to the theater.
(c) opposite; it's difficult riding against
the wind; swimming against the current
makes you tired.

age [eid3] 1. noun

(a) number of years which you have
lived; what will his age be on his next
birthday? he was sixty years of age; she
looks younger than her age; old age =
period when you are old.

(b) for ages = for a very long time; I've
been waiting here for ages.

(c) period of history: the Middle Ages
= period from about 1000 to 1500; the
Space Age = period since men started
to explore space.

2. verb

to grow old: he has aged since [ saw him
last year,
ages——aging/ageing--aged-—has
aged

ag-ed, adjective

(a) [eid3d] with a certain age; a boy aged
twelve; he died last year, aged 64.

(b) ['exdzd] very old: an aged man.

-gent [‘ed3nt] noun

person who acts for you, often in
another country; he is the agent for
Japanese cars; Mr. Smith is our agent in
Australia.

g0 [3'gau] adverb

in the past: I saw him five minutes ago;
she left home two years ago; it all
happened a long time ago.

-gree [o'griz] verb

(a) to say that you think the same way as
someone; | agree with you that we
need a new car.

{b} to say yes; we asked her to come with
us and she agreed.
agreas—agreeing-—agreed—has
agreed
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a-gree-ment, noun

action of agreeing; he nodded to show
his agreement; they are in agree-
ment with our plan = they agree with
it.

a-head [3’hed] adverb
in front; our team was losing, but now
we are ahead; ahead of us was a big old
house; he has a lot of work ahead of
him; we walked on ahead of the others;
run ahead and save some seats for us.

aid [eid] noun
help; he gets aid from his university; they
ran to the aid of the drowning boy; in aid
of = to help; we are collecting money in
aid of poor families; see also first aid.

aim [eun] verb
{a) to point at; he aimed his gun at the
policeman.
(b} to intend to do something; we aim
to save enough money to go on vacation.
aims—aiming—aimed—has
aimed

air [ear| noun
mixture of gases which you can't see,
but which you breathe; the air felt cold;
he kicked the ball up into the air.
by air = in an airplane; we are travel-
ing to France by air; I must send this
letter by air.
air-base, noun
place where airplanes used in war are
based.
air-craft, noun
machine which flies in the air: the pilot
got into the aircraft.
Note: plural is aircraft: one air-
craft, six aircraft

air-field, noun

place where airplanes can land.

air force, noun

all the aircraft used in war, with the
people who fly them; he’s joining the L.S.
Air Force.

air-line, noun

company which runs passenger services
by air; airlines are cutting fares.
air-mail, noun

sending mail by air; send this letter by
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