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HANGCHOW—A CHINESE CITY
WITH WORLD-FAME

Hangchow, a city in the northern part of Chekiang Pro-
vince, is a notable scenic spot of China. It is flanked on the
south by the Ch’ien-T’ang River, which is renowned for the
spectacular view of its flood tide on the 18th of the eighth moon
by the lunar calendar. It is the southern terminus of the Great
Canal, which, until the mid-19th century, had been the main
avenue of communication between the Yangtze delta and Peking.
And it is now linked by rail with Shanghai, Ningpo and Nanchang.
Hangchow is also a historic city, which was capital of the Wu-
Yuch Kingdom (893-978 A.D.) and the Southernr Sung Dynasty
(1127-1279 A.D.). During these two periods, this city has been
the Imperial seats of fourtcen emperors for a total of 237 years.

For centuries Hangchow has been likened to Heaven for
its beautiful natural scenery. The West Lake which is situated
on one side of the city is like a glittering heavenly pearl. There
are in China more than thirty West Lakes, but the one in Hang-
chow is the best known and most frequented by tourists. Su
Shih, a poct of the Northern Sung Dynasty, once praised the
West Lake in a poem:

Waters glimmer as the sun shines brightly here,
Mountains veiled by drizzle present an even more
enchanting sight,

Let’s compare the West Lake to the ancient beauty



Western Fair,
Who was always charming with either makeup heavy
or makeup light.

It is quite appropriate to make such a comparison. In
the light of early dawn, when the West Lake, with its surrounding
mountains, is shrouded in gauzelike haze, it is like the Western
Fair just wakening from her dreams and ready to dress up.
When the lake and its surrounding mountains are dyed red by
the evening glow, it is like the Western Fair appearing in all
her glory. When spring comes round and flowers are in bloom,
the West Lake is like the beautiful lady beaming with smiles.
In snowy winter, the Western Fair becomes plain and elegant
as the West Lake and the mountains are clad in silvery attire.
All the year round sightseers come in great numbers to the West
Lake, which presents rich and varied scenes every season and
every hour, in bright days as well as in rainy days. Marco
Polo, the Italian young traveller of the 13th century, wrote in
one of his works: “The West Lake is so beautiful that you
seem to have arrived in heaven.”

The visitors are not only attracted by the beauty of the
West Lake, but also charmed by the large amount of interesting
stories relating to it. One of them is a legend which says that
the West Lake is a bright pearl. According to the legend, there
was, in remote antiquity, a Jade Dragon on the east side of the
Milky Way. He made the acquaintance of the Golden Phoenix
which abode on the West side of the Milky Way. They found
a piece of luminous stone on a fairy island and pecked it into

a s_plcndid pearl. The _pcarl was taken away by the troops dis-



patched by the Heavenly Empress. Jade Dragon and Golden
Phoenix went into the Heavenly Palace, and, one flying and
the other prancing, they made for the Heavenly Empress. When
the Heavenly Empress was subsequently toppled and she loosened
her grip. The bright pearl fell on the earth and became the
resplendent West Lake. The Jade Dragon and the Golden
Phoenix guarding their pearl on the shores of the lake turned
themselves into the Jade Dragon Hill and the Phoenix Hill.

Prior to the T’ang Dynasty the lake was called the Golden
Ox Lake. In the T’ang Dynasty, the lake was named the West
Lake as it was in the west of the then Ch’ien T’ang County.
Since Su Shih compared the lake to the ancient beauty, Western
Fair, this lake acquired a beautiful name ‘“the Western Fair
Lake”. From then on, the two names — the West Lake and
the Western Fair Lake — often appeared in poems and lyrics,
and they superseded all the former names.

Two persons in history made greatest contribution to the
dredge and the management of the West Lake. Both of them
are outstanding poets, Pai Chu-i of the T’ang Dynasty and Su
Shih of the Northern Sung Dynasty. Pai Chu-i was accredited
Chief Executive of Hangchow in 822 A.D. which corresponds
to the second year of Ch’ang-ch’ing, the reigning title of Emperor
Mu Tsung of the T’ang Dynasty. It was a year of drought.
The farmlands were severely afflicted as the lake was drying
up. Under his auspice, labourers were mobilized to work on
a public project constructing a long dyke outside the then Chk’ien
T’ang Gate. It was called Lord Pai’s Dyke in commemoration

of Pai Chu-i. Culverts were built to retain and store the water



of the West Lake for irrigation. The poet Su Shih was once
appointed magistrate of Hangchow, as vice-governor for three
years and as governor for two years. At that time the West
Lake had silted up and was choked with tangled roots. Su Shih
planned comprehensively, employed labourers to dredge the
entire lake and mounded up a long dyke across the lake by all
the sludge and ooze from its bed. This is the Su Dyke which
still exists now, and the six bridges originally built on the dyke
are also keeping intact. Su Shih had three stone pagodas planted
in the middle of the lake, and they consequently turned out to
be a special scene which is widely known as “The Moon Reflected
In Three Deep Spots of The Lake”.

After liberation, the West Lake was dredged and the scenic
spots repaired under overall planning. It is more attractive
than ever. Tourists may take the centre of the lake as coign
of vantage to get a view of the surrounding country. Their
cyesight will be directed upwards from the lake to the
mountains and will be met with a rich and varied landscape.
The scenic spots of the West Lake as a whole may be said to
be a masterpiece meticulously designed and exquisitely made.

The West Lake is 3.3 km in length from north to south
and 2.8 km in width from east to west. The lake is 15 kilometres
in circumference and covers an area of 5.6 sq km (about 8000
mu). The surge-like green hills embracing the three sides of
the lake are reflected in the limpid water. The lake, which
stretches to meet the azure sky, is dotted with pleasure-boats.
There are three isolated islets on the lake, namely, Mid-lake

Pavilion, Lord Juan’s Mound and the so-called “Lesser Fairy-



land”. There is a hill standing on the northern shore of the
lake. The hill is full of grotesque rocks and green trees. On
the hill, flowers are multifarious and pavilions and towers are
scattered. This is the well-known Solitary Hill, notable for its
historic relics. The Solitary Hill is, in fact, not solitary at all.
To its east lies the Pai Dyke carpeted by verdant lawns and
brocaded with many-tinted flowers. To its northwest the Hsi-
ling Bridge arches over the waters, connecting the Solitary Hill
with land. Across the lake from a shore nearby the Hill stretches
another long and green dyke to the southern shore of the lake.
And this is the celebrated Su Dyke. It may be likened to an
embroidered ribbon which, by joining the opposite shores of
the lake and by linking the lake with the mountains, brings
the scenic spots of the West Lake into an integral whole. The
Su Dyke and the Pai Dyke divide the whole lake into five parts,
namely, the Outer Lake, the Inner Lake, the Yueh Lake, the
Western Inner Lake and the Petty South Lake. But they make
no obstruction for a pleasant rowing all over the lake because
boats can pass through the openings of the arch bridges.
Viewing round on the lake, one may behold rows upon
rows of downtown buildings erecting along the eastern lakeshore
and take in the scene of undulating hills girdling the southern,
western and northern shores of the lake. To name a few, there
are the Jewelry Hill and the Ke Hill on the northern shore,
Mount Wu and the Sunset Hill on the southern shore, and the
Tings’ Hill and the Three-platform Hill on the western shore.
On the green hills, between the grotesque rocks and dense woods,

are pagodas which point magnificently to the sky, such as the
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Prince Ch’ien Pagoda on the Jewelry Hill. Also to be found
are tombs of ancient heroes whose reputation will go down to
posterity, such as the Temple and Mausoleum of Yueh Fei at
the foot of the Glow Hill. And, by the side of Rainbow Bridge
on the Su Dyke, there is the Blowing Rain Pavilion built in
commemoration of the great woman Ch’iu Chin who was a
martyr in the cause of the Revolution of 1911 (the Chinese bour-
geois democratic revolution led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen which over-
threw the Ch’ing Dynasty). There are age-old shrines and
josshouses, such as the Temple of Inspired Reclusion beside the
“Mount Flying-in-from-Nowhere”. Many historical sites are
related to romantic stories. For example, the “Heartbreak
Bridge” nearby the Jewelry Hill is the setting of the famous classic,
“The Tragedy of the White Snake”, which describes how its
heroine, the White-snake Fairy, was seperated from her beloved
but credulous husband Hsu Hsien. The Heartbreak Bridge is
said to be the place where this unfortunate couple met for the
first time and where they met again to bid each other last adieu.
The well-known Liu Villa which is situated on the western shore
of the West Lake and at the foot of the Western Hill presents
quite an enchanting spectacle. Inside the Villa, there are pavi-
lions, terraces, towers and chambers surrounded by winding
rivulets and connected by tiny bridges. The layout of this
famous garden is the representation of the Chinese traditional
style of gardening and, therefore, it is a villa of first rank on the
shore of the West Lake. Now, a guest house by the name of
West Lake Restaurant has been opened in this villa especially

for our foreign friends.
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Beyond the hills surrounding the West Lake, there are
mountain ranges which rise one higher than the other. These
mountain ranges have been praised in an old poem which reads:
“All rolling from the Heaven’s Eye Mountain, these mountains
reach the Ch’ien-T’ang River by flying and dancing.” The
highest peak of these mountain ranges is Mount T’ien-chu, with
the North-High Peak, the Ch’in-t’ing Hill and the Lao-ho Hill
to the north, and with the South-High Peak, the Chiu-yao Hill
and the Jade Emperor Hill to the south. Among them are to
be found many scenic spots shaded by towering trees, such as
the “Inspired Reclusion” and the “Clouds Abiding”, and many
well-known springs, such as the Cold Spring, the Jade Spring,
the Dragon Well Spring and the Running-Tiger Spring. There
are also numerous streams with limpid water. The most cele-
brated of them is the ““Vale of Murmuring Streams and Winding
Rivulets” which, in literally translated Chinese, should be “Nine
Streams and Eighteen Rivulets”. Besides, there are many lu-
dicrous caves, of which the Hazy Cave, the Watery Pleasure
Cave, the Yellow Dragon Cave and the one on the “Mount
Flying-in-from-Nowhere” are the most notable. On the walls
in these caves there are usually engravings and sculptures passed
down from remote times. Some of them can still be seen today.

Outside the mountains, there flows on the north the Great
Canal which passes through the Hangchow-Chiahsing-Huchow
Plain where silkworms and mulberrys abound. On the south
runs the Ch’ien-T’ang River, which wins its world fame by
presenting a grandiose flood tide every year. On the northern
bank of the Ch’ien-T’ang River has stood the Pagoda of Six
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Harmonies for more than ten centuries. The great Ch’ien-
T’ang Bridge is the first China-built modern bridge. It was
designed by the famous engineer Mao I-sheng. Further west,
a spot like the legendary “Land of Peach Blossoms” conceals
itself in the valley of the Five-cloud Hill. It is the Meis’ Vale
notable for its tea production.

Kuo Mo-jo, a famous modern Chinese poet, when touring
Hangchow in February 1959 wrote ‘“An ode to the West Lake”
which described the lake in the following lines:

Mountains cleansed by rain,

The lake like a vast mirror calmly lies,

With rays of sunlight on its rippling waves,

So limpid is the water that purifies souls.

Plum trees are coming into blossom when sepals. are
still green,

Yellow are the willow buds which are not yet fully
grown.

The east wind has filled the earth with life and vitality,

And the riverside city is advancing in big strides.
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