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Brief Introduction

Education Development Research in the Impoverished Ar-
eas of China is composed of three books. This is a special series
to which more than 10 domestic experts contributed their re-
search papers at the invitation of the task team at the National
Center for Education Development Research.

Book One of the series faces the Poverty—the Back-
ground , Current Status and Strategies of Education Develop-
ment in the Impoverished Area of China. The book presents
reasons that have caused the existence of poor areas and popula-
tion, and the geographical features of these areas; analyzes the
educational attainment, economic development and social devel-
opment in various provinces, autonomous regions, and munici-
palities of the country; and reviews the major achievements of
China's educational development and reform in the 1990s.
Based on the national statistics on education and sample survey

data collected between 1994—1995 in the poor areas by the
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task team, the book gives a detailed description of the status of
compulsory education, vocational education and adult educa-
tion, as well as the needs for higher education in the poor areas
in the 1990s. It also provides a systematic summary of China’s
successful experiences in supporting the educational develop-
ment in the poor areas in the recent years, and proposes recom-
mendations on the key links and strategies for educational de-
velopment in the poor areas in the future.

Book Two— Thirst in Distressing Circumstances— Issues
of Girl-Child and Women Education in the Impoverished Area
of the Western China analyzes the accomplishments in girl-
child and women education in China and addresses the major
existing problems in the poor areas. Especially, it makes specific
studies on the causes and counter-measures of girl students’
dropout at the primary and lower secondary cycles of education
in the poor areas, and on the current status and development of
vocational education, adult education and higher education for
women of poor areas.

Book Three— Declaration to Poverty and Fatuousness—
Experiences and Considerations for Education Development in
the Impoverished Area of China is a collection of research re-
ports from certain high poverty areas in China’s central and
western provinces and regions. They have been respectively
written by specialists who have long engaged in policy studies or
educational research in the educational administration depart-
ments of Gansu, Henan, Qinghai, Hunan, Guangxi, Xinjiang

and Guizhou provinces and autonomous regions.



Education Development Research in the Impoverished Ar-
eas of China features a collaboration between macro educational
research institution and administrative department, a combina-
tion of macro situational analysis and sample survey, and of
qualitative and quantitative analyses. It reflects the basic overall
status and developmental trend of education in the poor areas of
China. The series serves as reference for leaders of the Party
and government offices and educational departments at each
level , and for research workers of educational policies. It is also
a suitable book for researchers of various education and teaching
research institutions, principals, teachers, as well as for those
social organizations, enterprises and institutional agencies that
are concerned about and support educational development in the

poor areas.
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