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CHAPTER ONE
PICTION

Section [ BASIC PRINCIPLES IN USING WORDS

1. What is diction?

Diction is the choice of words. A studen! who
has studied Engtish for a few years may have a
vocabulary of thousands of words, He should tearn
to make good choices from his vocabulary {o express
himself, It is therefore necessary for him to have
a basic knowledge of diction, of the principles
that guide the choice of words,

2. Basic principles in using words

Generally speaking, college students should
stick to the following principles in English
writing ,

1) Use short words instead of long words

English vocabulary contains tens of thousands of
words, of which a few thousand are most frequently
used. These words (usually short words) may be
regarded as the core of the tanguage., Use such
short words as far as possible, unless long words




are more appropriate.

Prefer this ... to this { Prefer this ... to this]
do accomplish person individuat
expect anticipate sign indication
use application | methods me thodology
{begin commence change modification
about concerning | show reveal
1) consequently later subsequently
show demonstrate | enough sufficient
meet encounter end terminate
buitd fabricate use utitize
Practice 1,
Substitute simpter or more appropriate
.expressions for the underlined words and rewrite

these sentences,

e.q. He resides in an elegant mansion,

He lives in an elegant house. °

(1) After breakfast
their homework.

they com

menced

7

(2> Last week my neighbour puiéﬁésed a.ctock,

(4) At last they extinguished the forest

"""""""

to do

ra

(3> The fitm show terminated at 5 p.m ¢
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(6)

(%)

confiagration,

The altitude of this cottage is 5 meters.
The tittle girl remarked that she doesn’t
like candy,

Jack endeavoured to convince his young

sister but failed

(§) As soon as they got off the vessel, they

hired a taxi.

(9) Please come to my residence whenever you

tike.

(10> On seeing a thief, little Mary concealed

herself behind a talt tree,
¢y Avoid using superf{luous words.

Words with only one meaning should' not be

qualified. FACTS , for example, are verified past

events; things observed and recorded. So there
no need to write ACTUAL before FACTS, which means

to say the same thing twice.

is

Incorrect

Correct

—

absolutely perfect

an actual investigation

small in size and red
in colour

quite olbvious

the smailest possible

perfect
an investigation
small and red

obvious
the minimum




minimum

very true true

whol ly new : new

every jndividual one every one

the reason for this is the veason 15

hecause

will disappear in sight will disappear
enclosed with this tetter enclosed

in the month of September in September
dash aquickly dash

pach <eparate unit gach unit

L ———

Practice 2.

B
oy o
Undertine the superflunus words or expressions
in the following sentences,
e g. If you don’t helieve this undoubted truth,

von may go and see yourself.

(1) He is equally ss anxious as you.

(2) As a'pey;Heginner. you did quite well.

(1> This vitlage was completety surrounded
qg al1_sid9s by the enemy.

() Earh separate incidentl on the border wonld
cause us a lot of troubte.

(5) 1 shatt telt him when he returns back.




() If 1 had abundant wealth and plenty of
resources, | should travel the rest of my
tife.

(1) The radio announcer repeatedly kept saying
that economic  c¢risis in America is doomed
to come without any doubt,

(8> An impure sample may. of course, be a
mixture of individually pure compounds.

(9) Architect Li Xua, the designer of the
buitding, was born in Chengdu.

(10> They have the entire monopoly of the trade.

1) Use the righ(xxgggfzv

Here we disl{inguish a number of words that

people often confuse. The mastery of these easily

confused words would be very heipful for wus in

choosing the right word or expression when writing

a composition or essay.

Practice 3.

VS —

Study the difference between each pair of

words, and then fill in the blanks with correct

words,

(1) all ready —— completely prepared
atrealy —— previously; before
<1> We were ; to go, for we had
eaten and packed - that




morning.

<2> Sally has =« phoned them twice
to ask if they’ Ll be . to go
-by nine o’clock.
(2) brake —— stop; apparatus bringing to a
stop

break —— come apart; interval in space Or

time
<3> Jim slams the .. pedal so hard
that I’m afraid [711 - . my neck

in his car,
<4> I hit the o= pedal so hard that
my car spun arcund on the slick highway;

luckily, there was a . in the
traffic at that point,
-(3) coarse rough (a.)
course —— part of a meal; a school
subject; direction (n.)
<> During the - of my career as

a waitress, I’ve dealt with some very

customers,

<6> As her final project in the weaving
, Lisa made a tablectoth out

0( fibers in shades of blue .
(4> its —— belonging to it

it’s ——the shortened form for it 1is or

—— M e



i1t has.

<7> The kitchen floor has lost

shine because been used as a
roller skating rink by the childern.
(5% passed — went by; succeeded in; handed
to (v.)
past -—— a time before the present;
by; (n, prep, a.)
<> After Jane the driver’s
test,  she drove atl her
friends’ houses and honked the horn,
<9> As his mother around her
traditionat Christmas cookies, Terry

~rememheredall the time in the
when he had left some of those very
(laus - on a plate for Santa Clkaus.

(6) peace — calm
piece —— a part
<jg> I won’t give you any
untess you share that : of
coconutl cake with me |
(1> plain —- $Simple (a.); area of flat land
(n. )
plane —-— aircraft; flat or level
surface (n. )
<i1> The box contained a
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very expensive model ~ ~ kit

(§) principal main; a person in charye of

a school
principie —— a law or standard
<19> The - sport in our high schoot,
hasketbalt, was coached by a man whose
guiding = was team play.
(9) weather —— atmospheric conditions
whether—— if it happens that; in case;
if '
<13> Because of the threatening ,
it’s not certain - or not

the game will be played.

(10) accept —— receive; agree to
except —— exclude; but
14> If 1 o your advice, I’tl
lose all my friends > :: you,
(11) advice —— a noun meaning an opinion
alvise —— a verb meaning to cpunsel,fil
to give advice
<15> | asked a plumber to 1o me,
 since the U7 ¢ in the do-it-

yourself book had been disastrous.
(i2) affect —— a verb meaning to influence
effect —— a verb meaning to bring
about something;




e & ROUN mMeaning result
<]6> A dangerous {ioeoding 1S

created when the fuil moon
the tides in the spring,
(13) can ——— refers to the ability te do
semething
may ——— refers to permission  or

possibility

<{7> 1f you _ work evertime on
Saturday, vou - take
Monday off.
(14) ciothes —— artictes of dress
cloths -——— pieces of fabric
<{§> 1 tore up scme old to

use as polishing

<19> Heien used inexpensive dust

to make for her daughter’s
datl.
(15) desert —— a stretch of dry land(n.);
to abandon one’s post or
duty (v.)
dessert —— tast part of a meal (n.)
<20> Guests began to _ the
banquet room after the strawherry
shortcake had been cleared
away.



