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PRELIMINARY NOTES ON SINIAN
STRATIGRAPHY OF NORTH CHINA

C. S. Kao( EH&W%E )
Y. H, Hsivna ( #tk% ) & P, Kao ( HF )

19344F

INTRODUCTION

The term “Sinian” was originally proposed by R, Pumpelly to de-
note the direction of very pronounced structural axis, trend NE and SW
in China and the other parts of Asia, It was then in 1882 first applied
to stratigraphy by F. von Richthofen, to designate a series of concor-
dent strata which exhibit folds having the Sinian direction of Pumpelly,
As we know at present, the Sinian system of Richthofen comprises the
Cambrian and pre-Cambrian unmetamorphosed formations, Afterwards,
Bailey Willis and Elliot Blackwelder ( 1907 ) used the term Sinian to de-
signate strata of Cambrian and Ordovician age, and to the lower part of
Richthofen’s Sinian, they gave another name ¢“Hu-to” system, and ci-
assified it with the underlying metamorphosed Wu-tai together as Pro-
terozoic, Wu-tai Eo-Proterozoic, and Hu-to Neo-Proterozoic, With pa-
ssage of time and progress of knowledge the need of a new definition
of the term has been recognized, In the year of 1922, Prof, A, W Gr-
abau decided to restrict it to the pre-Cambrian portion of Richthofen’s
original Sinian series, which is exactly equivalent to the Hu-to of Wil-
lis, and classify it with the Palaeozoic as its first period, What we
want to discuss in this paper is the system as thus limited and which is
already popularly used in China for more than ten Yyears, That is that
series of unmetamorphosed or only slightly metamorphosed strata, un-—
conformably overlying the deeply metamorphosed Wu-tai, and disconf-
ormably underlying the fossiliferous Man-to shale of Early Cambrian
age,

Many sections of Sinian strata have been made in North China and

&R AR,
6



