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Horse is a useful animal.

David likes his father’s horse.
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BLUESTOCKING

The French philosopher, Jean Jacques Rousseau, once
described a“bluestocking” as a woman who wil! remain un-
married as long as there are sensible men on this earth.

For a“bluestocking” is a woman who loves books and
learning so much that the only thing she loves better is
showing the world how much she knows.

But to be completely just,it must be pointed out that a
man was responsible for the word bluestocking.

The word was coined in 18th century London. Groups
of men and women met in the evening to discuss books and
culture. They decided to replace evenings of empty ,meaning-
less talk with intelligent discussion.

The members of the group dressed very simplv,to show
their dislike for the fancy evening clothes of the time.

The “proper” members of London society disapproved
of the group,and named it the “Bluestocking Club”or the
“Bluestockings”.

The name came from Benjamin Stillingfleet,a member

of the club:he wore plain bluestockings in place of the fancy
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black ones worn by other gentlemen.

Then,for some strange reason,a‘“bluestocking”came to
mean a rather plain-looking woman who thought she knew
more about everything than anyone else.

In America, in colonial times , “bluestockings ” also
meant some members of the “upper classes”of society who
thought their money or their family history made them bet-
ter than other people. These “bluestockings ” called them-
selves “bluebloods. ” They felt that they were better than
other people,and their blood, therefore, must be pure and
blue.

Some of these bluebloods had strong restrictive moral
beliefs. Some of them even felt that having a good time was
immoral. Such persons were also called “bluenoses. ”

Their stiff and unbending moral beliefs may have led to
what were called“blue laws,”that governed public and pri-
vate behavior.

The name was said to have come from a sertes of ex-
treme laws written on blue paper in the colony of New
Haven. The Reverend Samuel Peters,an American Tory who
later returned to England,spread wild stories about how ter-
rible the laws were. He claimed that one law even made it il-
legal for a man to kiss his wife on the Sabbath.

This law may never have existed,but there were laws in
Colonial America that banned people from drinking too
much liquor or dressing incorrectly. There were also laws
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that said it was illegal not to observe the Sabbath fuily.

After the American Revolution, most of the blue laws
were forgotten or were no longer enforced.

But they arose again early in this century during the
time of Prohibition. This was a law banning the sale or man-
ufacture of hiquor,one of the most hated laws in the United
States. Also, many states banned the sale of cigarettes, the
opening of stores and theaters on Sunday,as well as all un-
necessary work on the Sabbath.

Many of these laws have been softened or changed over
the years,but some remain.

Today,some states still do not permit their stores and
theaters to open on Sundays, because this is Sabbath and a
day of rest.

Luckily, however, there is no law against a man and a

woman holding hands,even on Sunday.

HELLO

Hello. This is as good a way as any to welcome you to
these pages.

The word “hello”is probably used more often than any
other one in the English language. Everybody in the United
States—and elsewhere—uses the word,again and again,ev-

ery day of the week.



The first thing you hear when you pick up the phone is
“hello”unless the caller is an Englishman, who might say,
“Are you there?”

Where did the word come from ? There are all sorts of
beliefs. Some say it came from the French, “ho”and “la”—
“Ho,there!”This greeting may huve arrived in England dur-
ing the Norman Conquest in the year 1066.

“Ho ,there”slowly became something that sounded like
“hallow” (accent last syllable), often heard in the 1300°s,
during the days of the English poet,Geoffrey Chaucer.

Two hundred years later,in Shakespeare's time, “hal-
low”had become “halloo. ” And later, sounds like “halloa,”
“halloo”and “hollo”were often used by sailors and hunts-
men. “Halloo, "is still used today by fox hunters.

As time passed, “halloo”and “halloa”changed into “hul-
lo. ”And during the 1800 s*this was how people greeted each
other in America.

The American inventor, Thomas Alva Edison, is be-
lieved to be the first person to use“hello”in the late 1800’5,
soon after the invention of the telephone.

At first,people had greeted each other on the telephone
with, “Are you there?” They were not sure the new instru-
ment could really carry voices.

Tom Edison, however, was a man of few words. He
wasted no time, The first time he picked up the phone he did
not ask if anyone was there. He was sure someone was,and
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simply said, “Hello. ”

From that time on—only about 100 years ago-—the
“hullo, "became®hello, as it is heard today.

Strangely enough,when the {irst telephone system was
put in New Haven,Connecticut,in 1878, people did not say
“hello”or “hullo”or even“halloo. "They answered the phone
the way sailors hail a ship,“Ahoy.ahoy there!”Thank God,
that telephone greeting did not last long.

Of course,there are other ways Americans greet one an-
other. Not long ago,people often said, “How are you?”when
they first met someone. This later became “hiyah. ” Then,
someone thought that two syllables were too much and
“hiyah”became “hi. ”Laziness is a strong force in changing
language.

Answering a telephone call in America still presents
problems,however. Telephone companies think that Thomas
Edison’ s short “hello,”is too long. Why waste time? the
phone companies say. Simply pick up the phone, give your

name,and start talking.

OKAY

The word“okay”is known and used by millions of peo-

ple all over the world. Still,language experts do not agree on

where it came {rom.



Some say it came from the Indian peoples. When Euro-
peans first came to the Americas they heard hundreds of dif-
ferent Indian languages. Many were well developed.

One tribe especially had a well developed language. This
was the Chocktaw tribe. They were farmers and fishermen
who lived in the rich Mississij:pi valley in what is now the
state of Alabama. When problems arose, Chocktaw leaders
discussed them with the tribal chief. They sat in a circle and
listened to the wisdom of the chief.

He heard the different proposals,often raising and low-
ering his head in agreement,and saying,“Okeh, "meaning“Tt
is so.”

The Indian languages have given many words to Eng-
lish. Twenty-four of the American states—almost half—
have Indian names”—Qklahoma, the Dakotas, Idaho, Wis-
consin, Ohio and Tennessee,to name a few. And the names

of many rivers,streams ,mountains,cities and towns are In-

v

dian.

Nevertheless,there are many who dispute the idea that
“okay”came from the Indians. Some say that President An-
drew Jackson first used the word “okay. ”Qthers claim the
word was invented by John Jacob Astor,a fur trader of the
late 1700's who became one of the world's richest men. Still
others say a poor railroad clerk made up this word. His name
was Obadiah K¢’y and he put his initials, Q. K. ,on each
package people gave him to ship by train.
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