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FOREWORD

More than three years ago when I was still on a lec-
ture tour in the United States, I received a letter from
Lin Xuehong, editor—in—chief of the Foreign Lan-
guage Teaching and Research Press, Beijing through
Prof. Wang Zuoliang. Mr. Lin asked me whether 1
would like to make a simplified English version of
one of the four great classical Chinese novels. A4
Dream in Red Mansions was my own choice from
among the four major Chinese literary classics.

A Dream in Red Mansions was written by Cao
Xueqgin (1719—1763) and completed by Gao E in the
mid—eighteenth century. This great saga of a noble
Chinese family consists of 120 chapters, in which as
many as 975 characters are depicted with interesting
dialogues. Since the middle of the 19th century, vari-
ous abridged English versions have appeared in the
West. Prof. David Hawkes from Oxford University
produced his first volume of the complete translation
of this world classic in 1973, published by Penguin
Books. This was followed by another complete trans-
lation by Yang Xianyi and Gladys Yang, published in
1978 and 1980 by the Foreign Languages Press, Beij-
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ing. However, most of the general reading public both
in China and in the West might find it a bit hard to
read through the thick volumes of a complete transla-
tion. In view of this, I have tried to offer this simpli-
fied English version for Western readers who are in-
terested in Chinese literature but cannot afford the
time and effort to read the novel in a full translation.
That is why I have made it an easy—to—read version
in modern English. An attempt has been made to
omit and simplify those minor details and unessential
episodes, focusing on the chief characters and the
main lines of the story, in the hope of presenting a
general picture of the work so as to make this world
masterpiece readily accessible to a wider circle of
readers.

Taking as a basis form the complete Chinese
original text published by the People’s Literature Pub-
lishing House, Beijing (1982 edition) and an expur-
gated Chinese edition prepared by Mao Dun, the not-
ed Chinese writer, and published by the Kaiming
Press in 1935, 1 first worked out my Chinese version
and then did the English version

Of my international friends who have made their
comments and suggestions for improvement on vari-
ous parts of the typescript, I would like to thank Prof.
Wilbur Birly (US), Ralene Penner (US), Madeleine
Enns (Canada), and Dr. Charles Tyzack (UK). I am
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also indebted to Juliet Yu for typing the manuscripts.
Steven and Tom Huang for their assistance in
proofreading the various chapters. Thanks are also
due to Wang Chunli of FLTRP for her efforts in the
editing and publishing of the book. Prof. Tsou Jiang
adn Dr. Kuan Yu—chien from Hamburg University,
Germany, have extended their unforgettable support
and encouragement to me. Without the warm—heart-
ed help in one way or another by the above—men-
tioned friends, I could hardly have completed this
immense task. Any further comments or suggestions
for the improvement of this experiment are heratily
welcome.

October 1, 1986

Sichuan Teachers University
Chengdu, Sichuan Province, 610066
PRC

Huang Xinqu
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MAIN CHARACTERS
I. The Honoured Mansion (The West Mansion)
Heads of the Jia Household

Lady Dowager ( ¥ & ), née Shi, Widow of Jia
Daishan, ruler of the Jia Household

The Seniors

Jia She (H#), elder son of Lady Dowager

Lady Xing (8% A), née Xing, wife of Jia She

Jia Zheng (¥{ B{), younger son of Lady Dowager,
master of the Honoured Mansion

Lady Wang (E£:3x A), née Wang, wife of Jia Zheng,
mother of Magic Jade -

The Juniors

Jia Lian (¥45%), son of Jia She

Madam Phoenix (Wang Xifeng £ B R), wife of Jia
Lian, Lady Wang's niece, taking charge of the
Honoured Mansion g

Magic Jade (Jia Baoyu ¥{ £ %), son of Jia Zheng
and Lady Wang

Jia Huan (¥ 38), son of Jia Zheng by his secondary
wife Zhao; half brother of Magic Jade

Li Wan (Z244), widow of Jia Zhu and mother of Jia
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The Female Juniors

Beginning of Spring (Yuanchun 7t %), daughter of
Jia Zheng and Lady Wang, elder sister of Magic
Jade; Imperial Consort

Greeting of Spring (Yinchun ## %), daughter of Jia
She by his secondary wife

Taste of Spring (Tanchun ¥ %), daughter of Jia
Zheng by his secondary wife Zhao, half sister of
Magic Jade

Jia Lan (51 2%), son of Jia Zhu, the deceaced son of
Jia Zheng

Relations of the Jia Household

Lin Ruhai (#%1¥), Son—in—law of Lady Dowager

Black Jade (Lin Daiyu # & ), daughter of Lin
Ruhai, granddaug:tcr of Lady Dowager, Magic
Jade’s love

Aunt Xue (F£8i43), elder sister of Lady Wang

Precjous Hairpin (Xue Baochai # 54X, daughter of

N Aunt Xue, Magic Jade’s wife

Xue Pan (#1%), son of Aunt Xue, brother of Pre-
cious Hairpin

Lotus (%%), secondary wife of Xue Pan, kidnapped
daughter of Zhen Shiyin (% +-J& ), a retired
scholar

River Cloud (Shi Xiangyun S ¥l %), orphaned
grandniece of Lady Dowager
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Jia Yucun (ST f A1), a poor scholar claiming rela-
tionship with the powerful Honoured Mansion

Granny Liu (X|f£#), an old countrywoman patron-
ized by Madam Phoenix and the Jias of the
Honoured Mansion

I1. The Peaceful Mansion (The East Mansion)

Jia Jing (3¥#), son of Jia Daihua, retired to a Taoist
temple

Jia Zhen (¥ #), son of Jia Jing; in his place master
of the Peaceful Mansion

Madam You (JIX), née You, wife of Jia Zhen

Jia Rong (59 %), son of Jia Zhen

Mistress Rong, wife of Jia Rong, also known by her
childhood name Qin Keqing (/M)

Grief of Spring (Xichun #§7%), daughter of Jia Jing

Old Mrs. You (JLfE#), stepmother of Madam You

Second Sister You (JU —#) ,elder daughter of Old
Mrs. You, later secondary wife of Jia Liaar=~- -

Third Sister You (J: =), Younger daughter of Old
Mrs. You

Qin Zhong (ZF #), younger brother ‘of Qin Kegqing;
Magic Jade’s classmate under the same tutor

Jiao Da (#X), an old retainer of the Peaceful Man-

sion
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Main Waiting Maids

Lady Dowager
I:_g\_f_(;bixd (Yuanyang & #)
Amber (B5F)
Sister Silly ({8 K4H)
Lady Wang
Gold Bracelet (£4I1)
Madam Phoenix
Patience (?Y-JL)
Magic Jade
Aroma (Xiren 22 \)
Skybright (Qinwen B§5E)
Musk (Sheyue B H)
Black Jade
Cuckoo EZijuan x5) .
Snowswai (Xueyan EHE)
Precious Hairpin
Oriole (& JL)
Apricot (#JL)
Greeting of Spring
Chess (F]#t)
Taste of Spring
Scribe (f715)

0130



Table of Contents

Foreword e-esscecsccceccnscsnrssssecscsccsccrsecssssccsrons

A List of Main Characters with Chinese Names
and their English Meanings

FEAYIFZF LIS cesesncerccnciens

A DREAM OF RED MANSIONS
Chapter 1 A Poor Scholar’s Tale

B AT R R eeeereseressntenananes

Chapter 2 Family History of the Jia Household

BB TINFHIR S ereveeecrersessiossrmeccaccics

Chapter 3 Black Jade First Meets Magic Jade

BT MBENLSEEE e cosssvnsesens 24

~Chapter 4 Xue Pan and the Murder Case

S ANy ﬁ%*ﬂ**ﬂfkﬁ% .....................

caapter 5 Granny Liu Enters
the Honoured Mansion

WEE XMBEVIERER coeeerre cranessonse

Chapier 6 Jiao Da, Wild Servant
in the Peaceful Mansion

MR E TEFBADAFER e cessasees

Chapter 7 Precious Hairpin and
Her Gold Necklace .

.ijf

54

68



FLE BRI ST e sesee 76
Chapter 8 Phoenix Takes over
Household Management

BMAE FTERDHEFENF cocecoseccccrcoccene 89
Chapter 9 Grand View Garden

MAE K MW Feereeeeccecesrecnarenccaane eee 100
Chapter 10 Tricks of Aroma

BB AT ieecccrcrccccacnrcreces wesesse 116

Chapter 11 Black Jade, a Sentimental Girl
H+ B BRBRRAGIREE Fererooresosesceres 130
Chapter 12 Magic Jade’s Enlightenment
B+ 38 THETEIEPleeerrreccorcsccisonsoncoase 144
Chapter 13 Black Jade Buries
the Fallen Blossoms

%‘1"5% gi#m ....... SPRNIPPEDEIVIIEIBRRBRIS S 158
Chapter 14 A Lovelorn Girl Falls
Deeper in Love '

BAPUEE LB A TG P esesseoserccscasecees 179
Chapter 15 Magic Jade Bares His Heart
BHAE FEMPEEfFeeereressercscsrsonss |G
Chapter 16 Lovebird Rejects the '
Marriage Offer ,. |
BAAE BEG G eorrreerersrsssercscadionnss 209
Chapter 17 Artful Cuckoo Tests |
Magic Jade’s Feelings !
FHLtE EEAFEERENOH v 228
Chapter 18 Jia Lian Secretly |



Marries Second Sister You
A EHHAGER I ffereerennee cesuresess 244
Chapter 19 The Death of Third Sister You
B4 IE HSHHY Fesesasesessesssescaseraanes 258
Chapter 20 Jealous Phoenix’s Decoy
8B BRI B A e eerrerecerenssavens 273
Chapter 21 Phoenix Kills Second Sister You with
a Borrowed Knife
FotT—F ERRMHITIRNceeeveereeenee 290
Chapter 22 A House Search in
Grand View Garden
B+ & BRAKWE-eeenere sececcncnce s 302
Chapter 23 Skybright Dies in Her
Flower of Youth
BT =F BEJBTLececsrcccrreccccccnccncacss 320
Chapter 24 The Secret Trouble of Black Jade
B A PUE AR [ ferereeeresrncosesonsones 331
Chapter 25 Magic Jade’s Wedding Is
in the Making
B+ HE FEEHF Eeeresrsccsrcscccscccernoens 349
Chapter 26 Black Jade Rejects
All Nourishment
B RNE BEHi B ecerrrcccctsssccrccencanes 360
Chapter 27 The Cunning Tricks of Phoenix
B+tE RIBEB T eeeee T )
Chapter 28 Black Jade Dies of
a Broken Heart



BoAATE ARERTBRR wenreereenees 391
Chapter 29 Precious Hairpin Goes through
Her Wedding Ceremony

BB BEEUHBRAALvreeeeeseens - 404
Chapter 30 Imperial Guards Raid the
Peaceful Mansion

Fo+E BRDBEDTETreeersssorvoree 415
Chapter 31 The Death of Lady
Dowager and Phoenix

B —F HEBESEBRRZFEreccrrirccces 429
Chapter 32 Magic Jade Renounces the World
B+ -8 WEEEBRLO Do ceresacesens 438
¢« 4



Chapter 1
A Poor Scholar’s Tale

Our story takes place in Suzhou, the garden city situ-
ated in the southeastern part of the great plains in
China, in one of the rich and mighty quarters beyond
the Imperial Gate of that city. It is a region of wealth
and nobility in this mortal world. Outside the gate
stretched a “Three—Mile Street.” In a narrow lane of
that street stood an old Buddhist temple known as
“Gourd Temple.” Beside this temple lived a respected
gentleman named Zhen Shiyin with his graceful and
virtuous wife, née Feng. Though not rich or noble,
this family was most respected in that area. Quiet and
easy—going by nature, Zhen was not a lover of hon-
our or rank. However, he took great pleasure in tend-
ing his flowers, growing bamboos, or chanting classi-
cal Chinese poetry over a glass of wine. He enjoyed
his free hours very much like an immortal. Only one
thing he missed: he was well over fifty but had no lit-
tle son to rock on his knees. Fate only gr_arited him a
three—year—old daughter named Lotus.

One day, as Shiyin was sitting idly at home, he
saw his neighbour dropping in for a visit. The visitor
was a poor schola; ‘named Jia Yucun. A native of



