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Unit  One
The Nature of Linguistics

The ability of human beings to talk — to use
language in order to communicate with one another
—is sO universal and seems so natural that most of
“us never bother to think much of it, We take it for
granted that every normal human being can talk,
just as we take it for granted that we can eat,
sleep, or walk, | . |

Though it is true that every normal humasn be-
ing is able to use language,it is misl'ead_ing {0 com-~
pare the ability to use language with his ability to
eat, sleep, or walk, Al]l of these abilities are pass-
ed on to us from our parents, In the case of
language,however,it is only the abiliiy to talk and
upderstand that we inherit from, our 'pgrc'nts;j the
particular language that we speak.{s'somethihag ~thza.t
we. learn and are taught, not something that we
know by instinct, e

Liﬁguistics is the scientific study of languager,
how a language is constrycted;how it varjes through
space and changes through time; and how it as used
by its speaker, Fundamental to all branches of lin-

guistics is the basic question, What is language?
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How dom work? What happens when a speaker
-says something and a hearer understands him9
In order to understand all those basic questions,

let us consider a typical speech event in which a

speaker says something and is understood by a hear-

er, How does this speaker formulate his messagey

How is it transmitted to the hearer? And how does

the hearer understand it? There seem to be eleven

diffe rent stages in the whole process,

1. Semantic encoding, The first thing the speaker
must do is to formulate bhis 'messag’-e in the se-
mantic units that his language us'fers'.Since this is
jike putting a message into proper shape to fit
the code in which it is being sent, we can call

" this stage “semantic encoding ,” |

2, Grammatical encoding, Once a speaker has chosen
the proper semantic units for the message that he

 wants to send,his next task is to find the corre-
sponding grammatical units and to arrange them
in the way required by the grammar of his lan-
guage, For example,if we want to make an English
message out of the semantic units boy, buy, and
watch, we can encode them grammatically as The
boy ‘bays the watch, .

3, Phonological encoding, Once a speaker has given
the proper grammatical encoding to his message'3 |

we can assume that it consists simply of morphemes
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{minimal distinctive units of grammar)y, What
the speaker must now do is to comvert each
morpheme inio one or more phonemes (mini'mai
units in thé sound system of a language) ,

4-8, Sending, transmission, recesving, The first
three stages in our typical speech event have now
been completed:the message has been encoded (1)
semantically, (2) g rammatically, aad (3) phonolo-
gically, We are now ready for the mext five
stageé, two for sending, one fori,fransniis?siéﬂf
and two for recéivng. As encoded thus far, the
message consists of a sequence of phonemes, “At -
stage(4) the speaker sends instructions from ‘his
brain to his speech organs, telling them what
‘movements to make for each phoneme, At Btagé
(5) the speech organs make these movéements -and
thereby set the air molecules into vibratjons,
producing audible sound, At stage(6) these vibra-
tions fan out from the speaker’s mouth and
are transmitted to any listener within hearing,
At stage (7) the vibrations produce corresponding
vibrations in the hearer’s middle and inner ear,
And at stage (8) the energy of these vibrations
is ‘carried from the hearer”s ear ‘to his b-?rain,

9-11, Phonological, Grammaticel, Semantic decod-
ing, At this p’Oint the process of decoding begins,
As the hearer receives the energy of the message
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‘{n the brain,he must decode it(9)phonologicaily,
(10) grammatically, and (11) semantically,
This, of course, is possible only if he possesses,
somewhere inside his head, the same total code
as the speaker—that is, if he knows the same
language, ) L : Y
Now that weé have described the whole process

of & typical speech event, it is patural and neces-
sary to know the varjous aspects of. lapguage with
which- Jinguistics is concerned, Phonatics: is-the study
of the.-articulation and ¢lassification of @ sounds;
bhono logy is the study of how the sounds are organ-
ize&‘and how they function in language; mor pho fogy
is.the study of the words of a language and the jn-
flections used to form new words;y “syntax is the
study of the way words are put together to form
phrases and sentences; semantics is the study of
- mepning, and the change. in meaning, in language

forms,

Like other disciplines, linguistics has various
‘subdivisions, Historical, or diachronic, lingyistics
is concerned with Janguage development through
time, Comparative Jinguistics deals with reglation-
ships among languages, Deseriptive, or syschronic,
linguistics aims at analysing and .describing the
state of a language é.t a given time in ity evolutjon,
There are .also specialized divisions,such as digfec-
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£5]ogy,the study of geographie:and sdcial ‘yarietids,
and Jexicography, the branch of applied 'lfniﬁ';s—
tics that deals with dictionary-making, A1l of these
have a contribution to make,

As the most striking development in modern
linguistics, the study of language has been carried
over into related fields, They include such joint
fields of study as psy'chdlinguistics, which deals
W1th how language is acquired, understood and pro-
duced; §ociolinguistics , which is concernea W1th
‘the diversity of- lasgusge as it réla‘l‘es‘»ta ‘variods so-
cidlogical factorss anthropological Finguis #icd, which
“¢oncerned with how tanguage  fits into the targér
- comtext of sociocultural behaviour ~and,  ~ most
specifically, with how grammar is ‘& part of culiure;
neurdlinguistics, which is concerned with a aumber
" of jssues that relate to the neurological basis of lan-
guage, the brain’s anatomy, the spécies :specificity
of language, and the relationship ‘between ‘language
and consciousness, ] '

In the application of its findiings,' linguistics has
extended into such areas'; as foreign language teaching,
machine translation and computer [inguistics with
its related types of research such as computat:onal_
linguistics, mathematical Jinguisties’ 3> 'statisvicdl
[inguistics, and mechanolinguistics . As with so
many other fields of study, the. more we learn of
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gin;yjiﬂics, the more we realize how little we have
733 know. A . o :
(Adapted from William G, Moulton, “The Na-

ture and History jof Linguistics,”
in Archibald A, Hill, ed,
Linguistics, 11t 3-17, Washiag-
ton D, C,, Voice of Americs
 Forum Lectures, 1975¢) &

| Note: |

1, The scieatific study of laaguage, as ;we, ;nterg.rpt

- it.today, did met actually begin uatil the mine-
-teeath century, and then it was called nof lin-
guistics but comparative philology—primarily the

....study nad classification of written documents,

., including stone carvings and clay tablets, -Before
 that came grammar and before that, aqketor.‘;ﬂﬂc-—ihe
‘use of language as a means of effective commu-
- pication and persuasjon, |

(from Fred West, The Way of Langaage,
- An Introduction 2, 27, New York, |
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc,,1976,) a
* For Discussion and Review e
I, What distinguishes man as “the talking animal” 2
Why? . - . - C
2, Why is it misleading {0 compare ‘the use of lagr
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2.

guage with the ability to eat,sleep and walk?
What is linguistics? '
What do you think are the basic questions fun-
damental to all branches of linguistics?

List different stages in the whole process of a
speech event to illustrate how a hearer wuumder-
stands it when a speaker says something, .

Define the following linguistic terms,

phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax and

semantics
Try to cite some joint fields of study in terms

of the development in modern linguistics,.
What do you think of the study of, lioguistics so

farg

Exercises

1, Fill in the blanks of the following statements with

an appropriate word or phrase,
1) To understand our humanity, therefore, we
. that makes

mist understand the
us human, j
2) The possession of s more than any

other attribute, distinguishes humaéns from oth-

er animals,
3) According to the philosophy expressed in the
myths and religions of many people, it is
that is the source of i human life
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.and power,
4) ___is the scientific study of

language,

5) ) ) : , are

- the thres main. branches of linguistics,

8 , is the study of geographic

and social varieties, . L
7) L " is the braach of appli-
ed linguistics that deals with dictionary-mak-

ing. IS

i8) Sociolinguistics relates to various . - - v

0

factors, - ,
9) Anthropelogical linguistics views - language

across .

10) Neurolinguistics is the study of the
basis of language and _funétien
underlying language acquisition and wuse of
language, '
. Match the following phrases in Column A with
the linguistic terms in Column B,
Column A Column B

1) the study of the words - a, syntax

SRR

. -~of a language ~ T
2) the study of the sownds Db, phonstics
cdf a Janguage . L
3) the study fo the meaning c, semantics
.of a language
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4) the study of the sound d, phonology
pattern of a language

5) the study of the sentence e, morphology
pattern of a language

Arrange the following phrases in order of the

stages of the process of a speech event,

1) the physical act of speaking

2) the physical process of hearing

3) sound waves in the atmosphere

4) understanding the idea by the' hearer

5) an ideational stimulus to ‘the. mind of the
speaker - |

) the formation of a language statement: by the
speaker

7) the mental sorting of the language statement by
the hearér S

Cloze Test V |
Linguistics is the scientific study of language,

As an academic discipline the development of this

subject has'been recent and rapid, haviag become

" particularly widely known and taught -in the

1960s, ‘ . S ST T
- Different brenches may -be . d:stmgua.shedj ag-

c-ordmg to the linguist’s focus and :range of igter-

. A major distinction,introduced by Ferdinand

“'de S'aussare, is between____ and_
- “ linguisticsy the former referring:to the -study of

1';?.‘0



