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P essen One

Text A

The United States of America

The Umted States is very large.9,399,317 square
miles, [t contains many different kinds of lan&écape
(Prairies, mountains, tropical forests and deserts)
and many dif{erent kinds of people, The population

is over 210,000,000,

In the East, in New England, the countryside is
green and fresh and similar to the England of the
first immigrants, Here are some of the first states
of the Union(Massachussets, Connecticut, Maine, ete,)
and the fine old city of Boston, New York and, of
course, the capital, Washington, D, C,, are also
in the Fast,

In the South, there is the old French colony of
Louisiana and the beautiful city of New Orleans,the
capital of jazz, Here, and in the neighbouring statcs
of Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and Tlorida, the

climate is sometimes tropical,and the people are very

1



different from those in the East,

The Central Plains of the United States are great
fertile —ijl?airies with farms and enormous fields of
wheat and corn, The plains stretch from Missouri
and lowa across Kansas and Nebraska to Wyoming
and Idaho,

In the South-West, too, there are wide open
spaces, The old Spanish states—now Texas, Ari-

~zona, New Mexico and California—are often hot and

8 dfy, But their deserts and mountains are beautiful,
and California, on the West Coast, is famous as“pa-—
radise” state,

By contrla;st“, the weather in the Mid-West, near
the Great Lakes, is often cold and windy, especially
in winter, It often snows from the North—-west across
the Mid~Western states of Michigan, Illinois, Wiscon~
sin Minnesota to the Dakotas, Montana and the
State of Washington on the Pacific Coast,

— adapted from Contemporary English

Text B

The People of Canada

The Canadian people are made up of different

national stocks and races, The first known inhabit—

ents of the country were the Indians,

2



Tt is believed the Indians crossed into this con~
tinent across the Bering Strait and Sea from Eastern
Asia at least 10,000 years ago, When Europeans first
explored the country, Indian bands were living in
most of the forested arcas, There were only a few
Indians in the prox}'inces near the Atlantic Ocean,

The second group of people to enter Canada were
the Eskimos, They crossed the Bering Strait {rom
Asia less than 3,000 years ago, There are few re-
cords of their early movements,

The first white settlers in Canada were the
French, They came in greatest numbers tg Quebec, but
also to Nova Scotia, where they cle;fe(;l.farms on the
southern side of the Bay of Furdy,

The French built their c1tadel at Quebec City,
where the St, Lawrence River narrows, and carved
farms out of the forests m the territory, By the
time of the British conquest in 1763, there were
about 600,000 French in Canada,living chiefly between
Quebec and Montreal,

There were not many British in Canada until the
American Revolutionary War drove large numbers
northward,

Throughout the nineteenth century, thousands of
British immigrants came to Canada, The descendants

of these peoples from England, Scotland and Ireland

3



now make up about half the population,

Around the turn of the century, immigrants
came in increasing numbers from FEurope, and the
largest numbers came from Central and Eastern Eu-
rope—Germans, Czechs, Poles, Rumanians, and Uk~
rainians,

— adapted from Still More Tell Me Why

Weords and Expressions

square [skweo] a, EF, FE
landscape ['leendskeipl n, K2, HIE
prairie ['preari] n, K EJE

fresh [fref] a, ¥, P&

similar ['simila] a, .- BEARE
immigrant ['imigroat] n, R
union ['ju:nian] n, ERF

jazz [dzeez] n, BT %
neigbbouring ['neiboring] a, 4FITHY
climate ['klaimot] n, K/i&

plain [pleind n, Y-JR

fertile ['fortaill a, JEIRHY
enormous [i'no:mas] a, KA

corn [komn] n, T

stretch [stretf] v, 3/
wide[waid] a, J"F¥, M
dry(drail a, T4
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paradise ['poeradais] n, F%, S5E
by contrast 5l

windy ['windi] a, &R, %57
Pacific [po'sifik] ¢, A ¥

coast [koust] n, 2

made up of Hj- il

stock  [stok] n, fiss, B

race [reis] n, Fhil

inhabitant [in'neebitont] n, BB
strait [streit] n, g

band [beend] n, —#, —ik
forested ['foristid] a, FFAE AN
province ['provins] n, 4§

record ['rekod] n, g%

movement ['muivmont] n, HEElE A
settler ['setlo] n, L, i
clear [klis] vi, F¥IFl, FE
citadel['sitodl] n, R4
narrowl'neerou] vi, Pz

carve [kav] vt, ¥, BE, Fig
territory ['teritari] n, X, i+
conquest ['kogkwest] n, fEf3
northward ['nd:6wod] ad, i 4k
throughout [Bru:'aut] prep, (EEA
century ['sentfori] n, th4g
descendant [di'sendont] ne JEIG



mak

turn

e up MR
[toin] n, BT (R

Notes

the England of the first immigrants,the E ngland
of the time when the first batch of immigrants
came to America,

the Union; the 23 Northern states which opposed
the confederate states in the American Civil War,
Washington, D,C,; the capital of the U, S, A,
as distinguished from the Washington state of the
Northwest U, S, A, D, C, standing for the
District of Columbia,

the capital of jazz, the place where jazz was
born,

It is believed..-; “It” here is the formal subject
standing for the noun clause that comes after it,
the French; the people of France,usually plural
in number, Compare,

This machine was invented by a Frenchman,

He liked to live among the French,

these peoples; these people of different nations,

The word“people” is usually wused in the plural
sense, meaning “persons”, but may be used in
the singular to denote “a nation”, e, g,

The Chinese are a hard-working people,



Grammar

1, The Simple Present Tense

The Simple Present Tense is also called a timeless,

factual,general and habitual tense because it usually

includes past, present and future time, It is chiefly

used,

1. To express a general truth,

The moon moves round the sur,

Apples grow on trees,
The Yangtze is the one of the longest rivers in

the world,

A cracked bell never sounds well,

To express a habitual action or a repeated ac-
tion,

She writes home twice a month,

Do you get up early every day?

How much do you get for your work?

It gets very hot here in summer,

To express a present state or a characteristic of

the subject,

- He is very busy (a busy man),

She specaks good English,
Do you smoke?

Conscientious students always work hard,



