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BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY‘_
PRESS BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States Informa-
tion Agency, I congratulate the Beijing Nor-
mal University Press on its decision to
reprint the books that will constitute the
series “A Treasury of English Teaching Ma-
terials. ”

Each of these titles, originally published
by USIA, offers a student the opportunity
to improve his or her knowledge of Ameri-
can English, and learn more about the cul-
ture, customs and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this material a
useful supplement to the English language
curriculum in China’s high schools and col-
leges.

USIA is committed to the improvement of
understanding between the United States

and the People’s Republic of China. A key




to better mutual understandmg is for Chi-
nese citizens to be able to communicate ef-
fectively in English, and for Americans to
become proficient in the Chinese language.

This book and the others in this series will
help prepare China’s students for the com-
petitive world of international commerce and
cross-cultural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,

G Seien
Joseph Duffey
Director
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1. The Warren family

The Warren family has gathered around
the piano tonight to sing songs and enjoy an
evening of family fun. They have a family
sing — along nearly every month. They en-
Joy singing. |

" Usually, Mr. Warren plays the piano.
Mrs. Warren sings soprano and the chil-
dren, Kenneth and Carrie, join in enthusias-
tically. | |

Kenneth hopes to study music as a career.
He’s 12 years old now, but he all:eady plays
the piano and clarinet quite well.

Carrie, who is 10, wants to be an airplane
pilot. She also knows how to play the piano,
but she doesn’t like to practice every day, as
her mother insists.

Mr. Warren is an engineer and music is
1




“his hobby. The Warren family is a happy
~one. They enjoy doing things together.

2. Roger

Roger sat in the doctor’s office waiting his
turn. He had been there nearly 45 minutes,
and he was beginning to get impatient. Be-
sides, his leg hurt. He tried to think about
something else, but the pain was very in-
tense, and it was hard to concentrate.

He looked at the other patients for a
while. There were two old men, a small girl
and her mother, and three young mothers
holding babies. He tried to read a magazine,
but his leg began to ache, and he stopped
reading.

He wanted to yell or scream.

Suddenly, the nurse called his name and

said: “The doctor will see you, now. ”
2




He got up and hobbled out of the waiting -
room and into the doctor’s office.

3. Carl and his W_.ife

“We need some milk and bread,” Carl’s
wife said. “Can you go to the store for me?”
Carl replied: “Sure thing. I’m on my way. ”

He left the house, got into his car, and
started down the street when he suddenly
remembered that he had left his billfold at
home. He didn’t have any money. So he
turned around and went back. His wife met
him at the door and silentl& handed him his
billfold. She had seen it lying on the table.

When he got to the store, Carl got out of
the car and tried the door. It was locked. At
first Carl was a little annoyed. Then he saw
the sign; CLOSED TEMPORARILY DUE
TO DEATH IN THE FAMILY.




He got back in the car and went to find a

store that was open.

4. Barry

The telephone rang three times before
Barry answered it. When he picked up the
receiver, there was a “click” and then the
receiver. went dead. He waited a moment,
somewhat puzzled, and hung up.

He had barely put the receiver back when
the phone began to ring again. He let it ring
four times before picking up the receiver.
This time an impatient male voice said:
“What took you so long? I need to talk to
you tonight. ”

“What seems to be the problem?” Barry
- queried.

“We can discuss that when you get here,”

said the voice.
4




“Okay,” Barry sighed. “I’ 1l be right

over. ”

5. The Webbs and the Prescotts

The Webbs and the Prescotts are on their
way home. They have just finished a mar-
velous two weeks’ vacation in Hawaii. As
they stand waving good — bye from the deck
of the ship they remember fondly the happy
14 days spent in fun in the sun and on the
beaches of Hawalii.

The leis around their necks remind them
of the many beautiful days and lovely
nights. Luaus and beach parties, singing
and dancing — all recall joyful hours now
past.

“We’ re coming again next year,” Marie
Webb remarks. “I’ve never had a more sat-

isfactory vacation!”




