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FAST READING CESB [l
1. Cherry Trees in Japan

At the southern part of Japan, cherry trees burst into
bloom at the end of March. Later they begin to bloom in
other parts of the country — first on the southern and then
on the northern islands. |

Most cherry trees in Japan are of the “Somei—Yoshino”
type, known for its brief blooming period. The pink blos-
soms last ten days at the most. They cover the whole tree
with their beauty. But even a soft light wind will shake them
from the branches. At times, cherry trees are struck by
storms. Then the blooms fall quickly to the ground to form a
wet carpet of flowers. |

The people of Japan, who have a great feeling for beau-
ty, love the cherry blossoms. It is with a sense of sadness that
they watch them fall.
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FAST READING CESB II

1. Cherry Trees in Japan

Comprehension exercise
1. The first paragraph suggests that

a. Japan’s cherry trees grow on hills

b. Japan’s cherry trees bloom every year

~ ¢. Japan is made up of several islands
d. bothbandc

2. Northern Japanese cherry trees bloom
a. during February
b. during March
~ c. at the end of March
d. after the end of March

3. In Japan most cherry trees are
a. of the same type
b. planted by the young people
¢. on the northern islands
d. for the use of the emperor

————— s ey

4. The blossoms last for
a. three days
b. five days
c. longer than a week

it e



d. longer than a month

. According to the article, many of the blossoms fall be-
causeof

4. rain

b. wiad

¢. birds

d. sunlight

. The main idea of the second paragraph is that Japanese
cherry blossoms

a. are the favorite flower of Japan
b. have a short lifetime

¢. cover the whole cherry tree

d. may be destroyed by rain

. When the blossoms fall, the Japanese feel sorry because
they
a. hate to see such beauty end

'b. know there will be no cherries
c. feel this is a sign of bad luck
d. know winter is near



FAST READING CESB I
2. Taking Pictures

Taking pictures is fun. And taking good ones is easy if
you follow a few simple rules. Before you take a picture,
‘think about it. Be sure you are close enough to your subject.
A pretty face against a plain background, for instance,
makes a good picture. But a distant figure lost among trees
and clouds has no interest. In a landscape scene, try to keep
at least two-thirds of the picture below the line where the
ground meets the sky. For a sky scene, keep at least two-
thirds of the picture above that line.

Study pictures in newspapers and books. Try to see why
some are better than others. Use what you learn to improve
your own pictures.

122 words



-



FAST READING CESB I
2. Taking Pictufes

Comprehension exercise
1. This article gives some

a. reasons for taking pictures

b. ditferences between still and moving pictures
c. ideas for interesting hobbies

d. suggestions for taking pictures

2. The writer talks mostly about pictures taken
a. outdoors ‘
<. by moonlight
in color
d. for newspapers

3. In the first example, the subject was probably a
a. car
b. girl
C. tree
d. cloud

4. The subject of a picture should usually look

a. close
b. small
C. pretty



d. shiny

. In a landscape scene two-thirds of the picture shouid be

a. sky
b. clouds
¢. land

d. sea

. You can improve your pictures by

a. thinking about them before you take them
b. studying pictures in newspapers and books
c. taking them as quickly as you can

d. bothaandb

. The writer does NOT say anything about
a. following rules

b. getting close to your subject
c. caring for your camera
d. taking pictures of sky scenes



FAST READING CESB 11
3. The Rain Dance

The land was dry. The Indians looked at the sky. There
were no clouds. “ We must have rain, ” the Indians said. So
they danced a rain dance. They thought this would bring
rain. They danced with snakes. Then they let the snakes go. ‘
“Go back into the ground, ” they said to the snakes. “Tell
the gods to make the rain come.”

Can men make rain fall? Sometimes. But a rain dance
will not bring rain. Today, to make rain, a man goes up in
his airplane. He takes some dry ice with him. He spreads the
dry ice on the clouds. This is called seeding the clouds. Drops
of water in the clouds become ice. The ice melts and makes
big rain drops.

Seeding clouds does not always make the rain fall. Rain
falls only if the clouds are big and full of water.

144 words






FAST READING CESB II
3. The Rain‘ Dance

Comprehension exercise
1. The Indians thought they could get rain by
a. seeding the clouds
b. melting ice
c. looking-at the sky
d. dancing with snakes

2. Will a rain dance really bring rain?
a. Yes,it will,
b. No, never.
c. Sometimes it will.
d. Perhaps it will.

3. The word “melts” in the passage means
~ a. becomes heavy

b. becomes solid

c. becomes liquid

d. becomes gaseous

’
|

4. According to the passage “seeding the clouds” means

s

a. spreading seeds on the clouds
b. spreading dry ice on the clouds

.. ll.



