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A Brief Account of Prof. Hu Chi-nan’s
Academic Career

Born in 1905 in Shanghai (his native place being Tai-
ping County, Anhui Province), he reeeived a BA in 1925
from the Department of Psychology of Fudan University,
an MA in 1930 from the Ohio State University, USA, and
a PhD in 1934 from University of Chicago, USA.

Before liberation he was associate professor of the Ze-
jiang University, president of the Experimentary School
of Popular Education in Zejiang, professor and dean of
Jinan University, part-time professor of the Central Uni-
versity, professor of the Central Political Institute and
professor and dean of the Department of Biology of Fudan
University.

After liberation he was professor of Fudan University,
professor of the East China Normal University and head of
the teaching and research section of General Psychology,
head of Lab for Psychology and Conditional Reflex, research
fellow of the Central Institute of Hducational Sciences,

professor of the Beijing Normal University and for two
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years he was vice—president of the Association of Psycho-
logy of Shanghai. Now he is professor of the Fast China
Normal University tutoring post-graduates for master and
doctor’s degree, Chairman of Training Class for Post-gra-
duate students in General Psychology He is also vice~presid-
ent of the National Association of Social Psychology, presi-
dent of the Shanghai A ssociation of Social Psychology , commi-
tteemember of the Shanghai Association of Science and Tech-
nology, council member of the Association of Psychology
of China, member of the Editorial Board of the Psychology
Journal, adviser to the Shanghai Association of Artificial
Intelligence, member of the Editorial Board of the Chinese
Encyclopedia, Volume of Psychology, and translator and
editor of the entries in psychology for the English~Chinese
Dictionary, Preparatory member of Chinese Association of

Cognitive Sciences.
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Introduction

Half a century has passed since Mr. Hu Chi-nan
returned from the US in 1934 after he received a doctor’s
degree of psychology from the University of Chicago. In
all these years he has devoted himgelf to the teaching of
Psychology and Human Anatomy and Physiplogy in Zhe-
jiang University, Fudan University, Jinan University
and the East China Normal Univergity. The number of his
students totals as many as several thousand, and one might
say he “has pupils everywhere”, as the Chinese saying
goes. Today, at the advanced age of 80, he still tutors ten
postgraduates, some of them for doctorate. Apart from tea-
ching, he also busies himself in research work, taking an
active part in symposiums and international academic ex-
changes. He isresponsible for the compilation and translation
of the entries in psychology for the English-Chinese Die-
tionary and the Chinese Encyclopaedia, Volume on Psycho-
logy. He also pays attention to the popularization of psycho-
logy among the masses, and it is not infrequent that he hag

given lectures to audience both inside and outside the scheol
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campus and over the broadeast.

Prof. Hu shows great diligence in his studies. He reads
extensively and takes great paing in studying the classical
works of Marxism-Leninism. He always does his best to
think independeﬂtly and keep abreast with the latest deve-
lopments in science. Even in those difficult days when the
study of psychology was entirely banned, he persisted in
his inquiries about problems in psychology. Adopting a
practical and realistic attitude, he critically absorbs what he
thinks is right from the psychological schools of the west,
such ag Freudianism, Neo-Freudianism and Gestalt Psycho-
logy. In recent years, he has published quite a few articles,
such as Analysis, Synthesis, Storage and Retrievel of
Information and the Production of Behawior-This Is the
Essence of Psychological Activities, Coniradiction and Uni-
fication of the Social Nature and Biological Nature of Man
as the Chief Impetus of Human Psychological Development,
Information as Trensformator from Physical Processes into
Mental Processes and Vice Versa, Introspective Self-Analy-
sing Process as the Fundamenial Method of Studying Human
Psychology, and other articles on Consciousness and Per-
sonalities. These articles, based on a vast amount of facts
and scientific data, are all conclusions he arrived at after
long years of inquiry. They have developed into a rather
integrated system. The originality of some of his views have

been fully appreciated by quite a few leading scientists in
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China.

Prof. Hu hag a good command of the English language
and his translations have certain distinguishing features.
Among the books he took part in translating and proofing
are A History of Sciences by S. F. Mason and What Is Lifs
by E. Schrédinger.

At our request, Prof. Hu has consented to have his 20
dissertations (most of them already published) together with
10 of the articles translated by him collected and published
in book form by the Scholar Books Publishers, so as to meet
the demands of the reading public. He sincerely invites
their comments and criticisms. -

A group of Prof. Hu’s pupils
Ye Yigian and Yang Zhiliang ete.
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