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Unit One

I Thought My Last Hour
Had Come”

1. Monday,August 6,1945.in Hiroshima®. A few seconds aftet 8 ¢ 15 A.M. ,a flash of
light, brighter than a thousand suns, shredded the space over the city’s center. A gigantic
sphere of fire, a prodigious blast, a formidable pillar of smoke and debris rose into the sky:
an entire city annihilated as it was going to work, almost vaporized at the blast’s point zero,
irradiated to death, crushed and swept away. Its thousands of wooden houses were splintered
and soon ablaze, its few stone and brick buiildings smashed, its ancient temples destroyed, its
schools and barracks incinerated just as classes and drills were beginning, its crowded street-
cars upended, their passengers buried under the wreckage of streets and alleys crowded with
people going about their daily business. A city of 300,000 inhabitants—more,if its large mili-
tary population was counted, for Hiroshima was headquarters for the southern Japan com-
mand. In a fash, much of its population, especially in the center, was reduced to a mash of
burned and bleeding bodies, crawling , writhing on the ground in their death agonies, expiring
under the ruins of their houses or,soon,roasted in the fire that was spreading throughout the
city—or fleeing, half-mad, with the sudden torrent of nightmare-haunted humanity stagger-
ing toward the hills, bodies naked and blackened, flayed alive, with charcoa! faces and blind
eyes. '

2. Is there any way to describe the horror and the pity of that hell? Let a victim tell of
it- Among the thousand accounts was this one by a Hirpshima housewife, Mrs. Futaba Ki-
tayama, then aged thirty-three, who was struck down 1900 yards —just over a mile—from the
point of impact. We should bear in mind that the horrors she described could be multiplied a
hundred fold in the future.

3. “I was in Hiroshima, that morning of August 6. I had joined a team of women who,
like me, worked as volunteers in cutting firepaths against incendiary raids by demolishing
whole rows of houses. My husband, because of a raid alert the previous night, had stayed at
the Chunichi (Central Japan Journal), where he worked.

4. “Our group had passed the Tsurumi bridge, Indian-file, when there was an alert; an
enemy plane appeared all alone, very high over our heads. Its silver wings shone brightly in
the sun. A woman exclaimed, ‘Oh,look—a parachute!’1 turned toward where she was pcint-
ing, and just at that moment a shattering flash filled the whole sky. '

5. “Was it the flash that came first,or the sound of the explosion,tearing up my insides?
I don remember. I was thrown to the ground ,pinned to the earth ,and immediately the world
began to collapse around me,.on my head, my shoulders. 1 couldn* see anything. It was com-
pletely dark. I thought my last hour had come. I thought of my three children, who had been
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evacuated to the country to be safe from the raids. I couldn’ move; debris kept falling ,beams
and tiles piled up on top of me.

6. “Finally 1 did manage to crawl free. There was a terrible smell in the aijr. Thinking
the bomb that hit us might have been a yellow phosphorus incendiary like those that had fall-
en on so many other cities, | rubbed my nose and mouth hard with a tenugni (a kind of
towel ) I had at my waist. To my horror. I found that the skin of my face had come off in the
towel. Oh! The skin on my hands, on my arms, came off too. From elbow to fingertips,
all the skin on my right arm had come loose and was hanging grotesquely. The skin of my left
hand fell off too, the five fingers, like a glove.

7. “I found myself sitting on the ground, prostrate. Gradually 1 registcred that all my
companions had disappeared. What had happened to them? A frantic panic gripped me, 1
wanted to run, but where? Around me was just debris, wooden framing, beams and roofing
tiles; there wasnt a single landmark left.

8. “And what had happened to the sky, so blue a moment ago? Now it was as black as
night. Everything seemed vague and fuzzy. It was as though a cloud covered my eyes and 1
wondered if I had lost my senses. I finally saw the Tsurumi bridge and I ran headlong toward
it, jumping over the piles of rubbie. What I saw under the bridge then horrified me.

9. “People by the hundreds were flailing in the river. 1 couldn™ tell if they were men or
women; they were all in the same state: their faces were puffy and ashen, their hair tangled,
they held their hands raised and, groaning with pain, threw themselves into the water. 1 had
a violent impulse to do so myself, because of the pain burning through my whole body. But
I can swim and I held back.

10. “Past the bridge, 1 looked back to see that the whole Hachobori district had suddenly
caught fire, to my surprise, because I thought only the district 1 was in had been bombed. As
I ran, I shouted my children’s names. Where was 1 going? I have no idea, but I can still see .
the scenes of horror 1 glimpsed here and there on my way.

11. “A mother, her face and shoulders covered with blood, tried frantjcally to run into
a burning house. A man held her back and she screamed, ‘Let me go! Let me go! My son
is burning in there!’ She was like a mad demon. Under the Kojin bridge, which had half col-
lapsed and had lost its heavy, reinforced-concrete parapets, Isaw a lot of bodies floating in
the water like dead dogs.almost naked, with their clothes in shreds. At the river’s edge, near
the bank, a woman lay on her back with her breasts ripped off, bathed in blood. How could
such a frightful thing have happened? I thought of the scenes of the Buddhist hell my grand-
mother had described to me when I was little.

12. “I must have wandered for at least two hours before finding myself on the Eastern
military parade ground. My burns were hurting me, but the pain was different from an ordi-
nary burn. It was a dull pain that seemed somehow to come from outside my body. A kind
of yellow pus oozed from my hands, and I thought that my face must also be hortible to see.

13. “Around me on the parade ground were a number of grade-school and secondary-
school children, boys and girls, writhing in spasms of agony. Like me, they were members
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of the anti-air raid volunteer corps. I heard them crying ‘Mama! Mama!’ as though they’d
gone crazy. They wete so burned and bloody that looking at them was insupportable. ] forced
myself to do so just the same, and I cried out in rage, ‘Why? Why these children?’ But there

was no one to rage at and 1 could do nothing but watch them die, one after the other, vainly
| calling for their mothers.

14. “After lying almost unconscious for a long time on the parade ground,l started walk-
ing again. As far as I could see with my failing sight, everything was in flames, as far as the
Hiroshima station and the Atago district. It seemed to me that my face was hardening little
by little. I cautiously touched my hands to my cheeks. My face felt as though it had doubled
in size. 1 could see less and less clearly. Was I going blind, then? After so much hardship,
was | going to die? I kept on walking anyway and ! reached a suburban area.

15. “In that district, farther removed from the centetr, I found my elder sister alive, with |
only slight injuries to the head and feet. She didn’ recognize me at first, then she burst into
tears. In a handcart she wheeled me nearly three miles to the first-aid center at Yaga. It was
night when we arrived. 1 later learned there was a pile of corpses and countless injured there.
I spent two nights there,unconscious ;my sister told me that in my delirium I kept repeating,
‘My children] Take me to my children!’

16. “On August 8, I was carried on a stretcher to a train and transported to the home of
relatives in the village of Kasumi. The village doctor said my case was hopeless. My children,
recalied from their evacuation refuge, rushed to my side. I could no longer see them; 1 could
recogrize them only by smelling their good odor. On August 11, my husband joined us. The
children wept with joy as they embraced him.

17. “Our happiness soon ended. My husband, who bore no trace of injury. died suddenly
three days later, vomiting blood. We had been married sixteen years and now, because | was
at the brink of death myself, I couldn’t even rest his head as I should have on the pillow of
the dead.

18. “I said to myself, ‘My poor children, because of you I don’t have the right to die!’
And finally, by a miracle, 1 survived after I had again and again been given up for lost.

19.  “My sight returned fairly quickly, and after twenty days I could dimly see my
children’s features. The burns on my face and hands did not heal so rapidly, and the wounds
remained pulpy,like rotten tomatoes. It wasn’t until December that I could walk again. When
my bandages were removed in January, 1 knew that my face and hands would always be de-
formed. My left car was half its original size. A streak of cheloma, a dark brown swelling
as wide as my hand, runs from the side of my head across my mouth to my throat. My right
hand is striped with a cheloma two inches wide from the wrist to the little finger. The five
fingers on my left hand are now fused at the base«:”
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New Words

shred [Jred] @t. cut or tear into small pieces

gigantic [d3ai'gacntik] a. unusually large in amount or size
prodigious [pre'didzes ] a. very great; colossal

formidable ['f»:midabi ] a. very great and frightening

debris ['debri:] n. the remains of sth. broken or destroyed
annihilate [a'naioleit | vi. destroy completely

vaporize ['veiporaiz | vt. change into vapor

irradiate [i'reidieit } vt. treat with radiant energy _
splinter ['splinta] vi. cause to break into small needle-like pieces
ablaze [a'bleiz] a. on fire

smash [smaf] vt. break violently into small pieces
barracks ['baraks ] n. a building or group of buildings that soldiers live in
incinerate [in'sinoreit | vt. destroy by burning

strectear ['striitka:] n () B%E; (J) tram

upend [ap'end ] vt. set or stand on end

wreckage [‘rekidg] * n the brdken parts of a destroyed thing
alley ['acli] n. a narrow street

mash [ma[] n a mixture

crawl [kro:l] vi. creep on hands and knees

writhe [raid ] vi. twist the body

agony [‘aegani] n. vetry great pain or suffering

agonies n. the struggle often preceding death
expire [iks'paia ] vi. die

flee [fli:] vi. escape by hurrying away

totrent ['torent] n. a violently rushing stream

nightmare ['naitmes ] n a fearful or terrible experience

haunt [ha:nt ] vi. be always in the thoughts of someone
humanity [hju:'meniti] n. human beings generally

stagger ['staga ] vi. move unsteadily on one’s feet

flay [flei] vi. remove the skin from a creature
charcoal ['tfa:ksul] n WKE; )

impact ['impackt ] n. striking; collision

victim ['viktim ] a person sacrificed, injured, or destroyed

volunteer [,volon'tio | person who offers to do sth.
incendiary [in'sendiori]

raid [reid ]

causing fires

g 2 3 3

surprise attack
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demolish [di'molif ] vt. pull or tear down

alert [a'lo:t] n. a warning to be ready for danger

Indian-file n {(walk) in a line

shatter ['f=ta] = . vt. smash; damage badly

evacuate [i'vaekjueit ] vt. move out of danger

evacuation [i,vekju'eifon ] n HE, BE

tile [tail ] n T

phosphorus . [ 'fosferes| - n B

fingertip ['finga,tip ] n the end of a finger »

grotesquely [grou'teskli] ad. frightening; very ugly in appearance - .

prostrate ['prostreit] _a- having lost all strength, courage aad ability to act, as
, aresult of some awful experience

frantic ['freentik ] . wildly anxious, afraid

frantically ad. .

panic ['peenik ] n. sudden uncontrolled fear or terror

framing ['freimin] n framed work _ ,

landmark ['lzndma:k ] n. an easily recognizable object by which one can tell one’s

position |

vague [veig] a. not clear in shape or form

fuzzy ['fazi] a. not clear in shape, esp.. at the edges

headlong ['hedlon] ad. headfirst

rubble ['rabt] n broken stones or bricks

horrify ['horifai] vt. shock; fill with horror ,

flail [fleil] vi. wave vio!ently but aimlessly about

puffy {'pafi] a. rather swollen

ashen ['®fon | a. ash-coloured; pale grey

tangle ['tacngal ] vi. twist together in an untidy way

groan [graun] vi. make a iong, low s_ourll-d because of pain; moan.

impulse ['impals ] n a suddeﬁ wish to do sth.

horrot ['hota] n a strong feeling of fear or dislike

demon ['diimen] n an evil spirit

parapet ['peerapit ] n B

breast [brest ] n bosom

Buddhist ['budist] n follower of Buddha ,

pus [pas] n B |

ooze [u:z] vi. flow slowly

spasm ['speezom ] n FRH—fE; 22

corps [ko:] n. a group of people united in the same activity



insupportable [jinsa'po:tebl] a. unbearble

rage [reidz]

vainly [‘'veinli]
suburban [se'bs:ban]
handcart ['handka:t]

first-aid [,fo:st'eid ]
corpse [ko:ps]
countless ['kauntlis ]
delirium [di'liriam))
stretcher ['stretfa]
refuge [‘refju:ds]
odor ['euda]

vomit ['vomit]
miracle ['mirakl]
pulpy ['palpi]
bandage ['bzndidz]
deform [di'fo:m]]
streak [strik]
cheloma [ka'lauma:]
swelling {'swelin]
fuse [fju:z]

tear up

pile up

fall off

hoid back

rip off

cry out

call for

at the brink of death
give up for lost

n. wild uncontrolled anger
vi. be in a state of rage
ad. uselessly; without a successful result

a. of or in an outer area of a town or city

n FHEE

SR
a dead body

too many to be counted
an excited dreamy state in serious illness

iSRS

protection ot shelter from danger

g 8 8 8 8B

n. a smell, pleasant or unpleasant
vt. throw up through the mouth
n remarkable and surprising event
a FHH; RAG

n G

vt. spoil the form or appearance

‘n. a long, thin mark or line

n [E] keloid FIRZE: BF
n B'Pv ’@, ﬂ’{’ﬂi‘:

vi. join or become joined

Phrases & Expressions

tear into ragged pieces

form into a mass or large quantity

become loose and separated from sth.

make sth. stay in place

rob; steal

shout, scream, yell

demand

very near death

stop believing that someone can be saved from death

Notes

(DThis excerpt is taken from I SawTokyo Biorning written by Robert Guillain. Robert Guillain
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(1908— ) is the permanent Tokyo correspondent for the Paris newspaper Le Monde and is
acknowledged as a world authority on Far Eastern affairs. He is the author of several major
books on the Far East, including The Blue Ants: 6000 Million Chinese Under the Red Flag
(1957) ,The Japarese Challenge(1970) ,When China Wakes(1966) ,and I SawTokyo Burning
(1981).

@Hiroshima [ &%

Exercises

I.  Reading Comprehension
Part One; ToEics for Discussion
1. What did the woman and her group see the moment before the impact of the bomb?
2. What physical aftereffects did the woman suffer from the blast?
3. Which incident described by the narrator moved you the most? Why?
4. What do you know about World War 117
5. Do you believe, as some have said, that nuclear war could destroy im of the world’s
civilizations? How does this belief affect your life?
Part Two; Multiple Choice
1. The primary purpose of the first paragraph is to
A. present an objective account of the famous 1945 atom bomb explosion and evokes
feelings of terror
B. offer an objective description to compare with that of a Hiroshima housewife
C. show that the atom bomb explosion in Hiroshima is quite different from the con-
ventional firebombing
D. give an eyewitness account of the atom bomb explosion in Hiroshima
2. By quoting what the woman said, the author wants to
A. clarify that the description is not made up by him
B. purport its stotries to be completely detached and authorized
C. become increasingly descriptive rather than analytical
D. show the authenticity and objectivity of the account
3. Which of the following can be inferred from the text about the citizens of Hiroshima?
A. They were not prepared for the coming of any enemy plane.
B. They were patriotic and enthusiastic.
C. The survivors knew what the bomb was after the explosion.
D. They were innocent and unconcerned.
4. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the text?
A. Some soldiers in Hiroshima were victims.
B. The scene of widespread death and destruction reminded the woman of the Bud-
dhist hell.
C. Her temporary blindness lasted about twenty days.
«Toe



‘ D. Six months later the woman completely»recov,ered.

5. Which of the following inferences can be made from the information in the text?

A. Abquf 300, 000 inhabitants in Hiroshima died. :

B. ‘Mrs.v_ Kita‘ya.ma was, cutting 'firepa'ths against incediary raids when the enemy

plane came.
C. She might have thought that she could not survive.
D. Mrs. Kitayama saw the parachute clearly before the impact of the bomb.
I. Vocabulary
Part One: Replace the underlined Eart with one of the four given words or phrases that
best keeps the meaning of the original sentence.
1. The Civil Defense evacuated all inhabitants from the area where the storm was pre-
dicted to strike. . ’ |

A. aided . B. warned

C. notified , D. removed
2. The entire area looked like a gigantic rubbish heap.

A. huge » B. medium

C. moderate . D. monumental
3. He flew into a rage when the other boy hit him.

A. grief . B. stun

C. terror . .D. anger
4. 1cried out in M as Isaw the man Kkilled.

A. paranoia . B. fear

: C ‘nostalgia . , . D. stare

b. The street was covered with debris from the explosion.

A. ruins . B. trash
C. litter .~ D. tumber
6. She fled away at the first sign of danger.
A. expelled . B. escaped
C. extracted D. erased ;
7. When I heard about that I nearly smashed the TV set.
A. split ~ B. chopped
C. shattered . D. torn .
8. Many modern builets produce an ekplosive effect upon impact.
A. striking . ~ B. penetrating
C. landing ' D. stroking
9. Nobody can stand for long the agony of a severe toothache.
A. pain | B. sufferance
C. plague . D. endurance

10. Pamc swept through the swimmers as they saw the shark approaching.
A. Stiffness B. Distress
«8 e



C. Tremor D. Terror
Part Two: Choose A, B, C or D that best fills in the blank.

1. The medicine and rest will soon your wound.
A. cure B. treat
C. remedy D. heal _
2. He ____ the name of John, the title of earl, and a reputation for learning.
A. bears B. enjoys
C. shares D. possesses
3. Those boys were in bad __ because they were suspected of stealing.
A. smell B. odor
C. scent D. stink
4. Of these thirty-seven couples, thirty-five, _ _  my knowledge, are still martied,

two divorced.

A. by B. in
C. to D. against
5. About 56 percent of the world’s adult population ______literate in some language.
A. ate .B. is
C. have been D. has been

Part Three. Comglete the following sentences by giving the full sEelling of thevwords in

the blanks which have the same meaning as the words in the brackets.
1. 1 had a sudden i e (a sudden wish to do sth.) to turn around and walk out.

2. Why do painters have tod  m (distort) everything they see?

3. The teacher told the lazy careless pupil that it’d beam_ e (a wonderful surprising
unexpected event) if he passed the examination. '

4. We took the v.__ms (persons suffering harm) of the storm into our house for the
night. ' ,

5. The unpleasant smell made her feel so sick that she began to v___t(throw up through
the mouth).

6. The aircraft came down in flames, and the heat £ _ed (join together) most of the parts

together into a solid mass.

7. H ty (people) in bathing suits covered the sand.

8. Isaw hims____ering (move unsteadily) up the stteet in a state of intoxication.

‘8. One v_____eer (aperson who offers to do sth.) is worth two pressed men.

10. They received the a__; t (warning) at 10 a. m.

11. The vase fell from her hand and sh_____ ed (smash) on the floor.

12. Ihave not the v___est (nct clear) notion of whete I left my umbrella.

13. He shouldnt have allowed the strings of the parachute to t e (become
confused).
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14. The wounded men lay there g ning (ery in pain), with no one to help them.
15. Where can we find r e (shelter) from the storm?
Part Four: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate expressions given below: Change the
forms where necessary.
teat up, pile up, hold back, hold up, call for, call off,
give up for lost, give in, at all costs, at the risk of
Yesterday he was seriously wounded in the traffic accident. Now he is
The papers she was meant to be reading __ untouched on her desk.
. The wreck ______ traffic on the railroad’s main line tracks.
He phoned me and _____ the appointment ____ .

1
2
3
4
5. Mr. Jackson intended to save his son’s eyesight
6
7
8
9

. He saved my life ______ losing his own.
. A stubborn person will not __ easily even when he is wrong.
. The men built banks of earth to ____ the rising flood water.
. She smiled and folded the letter. intending to it and throw it out of the
window. _ '
10. The parcel was kept at the Post Office until someone ____ it.

Part Five: Complete each of the following sentences with the appropriate form of the
words given below.
count, describe, explode, manage, cautiously, transport, original

1. During the war some shopkeepers made a lot of money by selling scarce goods under

the ___ at high ptices.

2. This book gives a good _______of life on a farm.

3. It’s dangerous to smoke when handling ___ materials.

4. What this department store needs is a stronger

5. He exercised extreme ____ in working with the chemicals.

6. The students are intensely _____ not to make mistakes in spelling.

7. There is not enough public _____ to meet the demand.

8. The best dictionary to consulit for determining the __ of an English word is the
OED.

9. The design for the building shows a great deal of ___ .

10. He is credited with ____ a new printing process.

Paraphrase

1. A gigantic sphere of fire, a prodigious blast, a formidable pillar of smoke and debris
rose into the sky: an entire city annihilated as it was going to work , almost vaporized
at the blast’ point zero, irradiated to death, crushed and swept away. (para. 1)

2. In a flash, much of its population, especially in the center, was reduced to a mash
of burned and bleeding bodies, crawling, writhing on the ground in their death ago-
nies, expiring under the ruins of their houses or, soon, roasted in the fire that was

spreading throughout the city. (para. 1)
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3. We should bear in mind that the horrors she described could be multiplied a hundred-
fold in the future. (para. 2)
4. 1 can still see the scenes of horror 1 glimpsed here and there on my way. (para.
10)
5. 1 forced myself to do so just the same, and 1 cried out in rage, ‘Why? Why these chil-
dren?’ (para. 13)
N. Cloze

When dawn came, they realised that the entire boat was encased in ice. The captain _
1 asleep but the rest of the crew hurriedly woke him. He took a small axe and with great
care, _ 2 a hole in the deck, he began to knock the ice away. From time to time a wave
burst over the boat and swept over him but he kept on working for ten minutes while the
others looked __ 3  anxiously. By this time he was so cold that he could no longer trust his
grip or balance.

Each member of the crew took it in turn to cut the ice away for 4 he could bear it.
First, they had to knock off enough ice to get on their __ 5 . Standing up on that rolling deck
_ 6 _committing suicide because a man who had fallen __7 _ could not have been rescued.

Then the Captain discovered that ice was forming inside the cabin- He called to one of
the crew and together they managed to get the stove _ 8 in the hope that it would 9 e-
nough heat to warm the cabin above freezing point. 10 the ice in the bottom could be
melted enough 11  pumped out, they were 12 danger of sinking.

It took 13 before the boat began to float better. But 14  this time they succeeded

15  most of the ice.
Throughout the afternoon, the coating of ice began to build up again 16 their work.
17  this new danger, Capt. Slater decided that there was toomuch 18 to gamble on
the chance that the boat 19  until the next morning. Once more he 20 the ice. Then
they settled down to wait for another day.

1. A. had gone B. had fallen
C. had become D. had grown
2. A. so as not to do B. for not making

C. for not doing D. so as not to make
3. A. at B. on
C. by him D. for him
4. A. solong as B. as long as
C. so far as D. as far as
5. A. legs B. ankles
C. knees D. thighs
6. A. had been B. would have been
C. had to be D. should be
7. A. overboard B. at sea
C. tosea D. out of board
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