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Lesson One

PATTERN DRILLS

Drill A
— Is it all right if I turn on the radio?
— Go ahead. (Yes, fine.)
1) I use your bike for half an hour
2) 1 give your book back at the end of thc week
— 3} we practlse our smgmg during the break
4) 1 wrlte the dictation on a sheet of paper
5) we come and visit you over the weekend
6) 1 take more credit courses than I need to

Diill B
(A gives B a message from Xiao Li)
A.’ Can you wait for Xiao Li at the gate" Hes got some-
thing important to tell you. i
B. AIll right. I'll wait until he comes.
1) It’s raining. A tells B to stay under a tree.
2) The teacher urges his student to keep working at his
~ pronunciation until he’s improved it.
3) The teacher tells his student to read the essay over and
“ - over again until he ‘understands it. .
-4y The doctor thinks his™ patient needs a ‘rest and ?dvises

him to stay in bed until his fever has gone.

Drill C
1) -— Why, you’ve come back! .
— It was raining so hard that the plane couldn’t take
off.. |

[




LESSON ONE

~— When are you going to leave now?
- Not until the rain stops.
2) (In a dormitory)
— Are you still awake?
— Yes, I'm so excited that T just can’t get to sleep.
— You’d better take a sleeping pill.
— Can you let me have one?
— Sure.
3) — Have you all finished that novel? :
— No, no one has. It’s so long that no one can be both-
ered to finish it.
*:. = Perhaps you don’t understand. Would you like me
to explain it to you?
- — Yes, please. Perhaps you "Il be able to get us more
interested - in it. '
4) — Is she popular at work?
— Yes, very. She’s such a helpful person that everyone
goes to her with their troubles.
— I'd like to meet her. Will ‘you introduce me to her?
— Certainly. I'm sure you’ll like her.
Drill D '
1) — I'm going to record this afternoon’s talk.
' — Are you? Better take another' machine with you in
case there s something wrong with yours.
2) — I'm going to buy tickets for the concert on Sunday
— Are you? Better take a book with you in case there’s
" a long queue. ;
3) — Whose bike is this?
— It’s mine.
— You'd better put it in the shed in case it rains.
. 4) (A and B are .waiting at the entrance to the theatre.)
— I don’t think I'm going to wait any longer.



LESSON ONE

— Why not? Better stay a few more minutes in case
somecne has spare tickets to sell at the last moment,

Drill E
v. + (uotf) to do

Verbs used in this pattern: want, plan, decide, agree,
wish, hope, forget, remember, learn, start,
begin, like, love, hate, have, try, expect, man-
age, intend, promise, pretend, prefer, etc.

1) — Did you manage to get to the station in time?

— Yes, I took a taxi.

2) — Where is the bag you promised to get me? |
— Xiao Wu took it. T'll try to get you another one.
'3) — You forgot to come yesterday, didn’t you?
— No, I didn’t. I intended to come, but my mother
was ill. I had to take her to the hospital. '
- 4) — 1 expected to see Jchﬁ at the party, but he wasn’t there,
— He had to go to the airport to meet a friend.

TEXT A

Good Manners in England

Manners are very impor-
tant in every country, but the
trouble is that different coun-
tries have different ideas about
what counts as polite behav-
iour. What is good manners
in one country may not be
appropriate .behaviour in an-
other.

Chinese people may be
shocked at.what counts as good
manners in England. When




LESSON ONE

an Englishman passes a friend in the street he does not always stop
to talk. He may just nod, say ‘hello’ and pass on. If two friends
do stop to talk, they do not shake hands. It is only at parties
for young people (students, for
instance) that a person could
go up to someone he does not
know and introduce himself.
On more formal occasions or at
parties run by older people a
guest always waits to be intro-
duced to someone he does not
know by the host, hostess or
another guest who he already
knows:

Host: Mrs  Brown, I
don’t think you
know Mr Smith,
do you?

Mrs Brown: No,. I don’t think T do. How do you do.

Mr Smith: How do .you do.

Mrs Brown and Mr Smith don’t tell each other their names, as
their host has already said them. In a relatively formal situation
like this one, they would shake hands. But at more informal par-
ties they might not.

At even a formal dinner an Englishman does not wait for a
toast before he has a drink. The English reserve toasts for very
formal or very special occasions. In these cases the toast will usually
be accompanied by a short speech, for example, at a wedding re-
ception or at a'party for somebody who is retiring. After a pri-
vate dinner in someone’s house an Englishman will only shake
hands with the host and hostess if it is a fairly formal occasion,
like a business dinner, and he will usually put his coat on and
say goodbye as he leaves the house,

4



LESSON ONE

Taking one’s leave varies in other ways between China and
England. The time taken for saying ‘goodbye’ after a private dinner
may seem very short to us. Yet strangely enough, English people
also often think that we Chinese end such occasions very sud-
denly. This is because English people usually begin to show that
they want to leave fifteen or twenty minutes before they actually
do by saying things like, ‘We’ll have to be going soon. Our baby-
sitter has to be home by 11.30.” They do this two or three times
within twenty minutes; $0O when they do finally leave the formal-
ities can be conducted fairly quickly without anyone feeling of-
fended. _

What else is good manners in England?

People eat food off a fork, but never off a knife. A host does
not show his guest around his house unless there is a special rea-
son for doing so. Usually he just shows him where to ‘wash his
hands’. Men often walk on the outside of the pavement when
they are with a woman. This is a custom left over from earlier
times, when a woman’s dress might have been spoilt by mud
splashed up by a carriage in the street. Men also often stand up
when a woman enters a room, especially in more formal situations.

It is important to notice that social conventions in England
have changed over the years. The changes are gradual, but it can
easily be seen that English people have become less formal than
they were thirty or forty years ago.” Manners also vary according
to different social and age groups. For example, public servants
pay more attention to manners than students. Young people are
in general more casual about social behaviour than their parents.
All of this variation makes it difficult for the foreign student to
know exactly how to behave. Luckily, like Chinese people, the
English usually excuse foreign students over matters of etiquette.
But even so, perhaps the safest advice for the overseas student, no
matter what country he is visiting, is to follow the old proverb:

‘When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”




LESSON ONE

Words and Expressions

accompany fo'kampoani/ ve. {EBg

actually /'®ktjusli/ adv. in actual
fact, really =Bz |

advice /od'vais/ #. opinion given
by one person to another on how

he should behave or act &,

y- =1
[=]

appropriate /a'praupriit/ adj. cor-
rect or suitable & 41y

awake /9'weik/ adj. not asleep BR & 1Y

baby-sitter a person who takes
care of babies or children while
their parcnts are out

behave /bi‘heiv/ vi. B, B2
T

behaviour /bi'heivjs/ n. way of be-
having # bk f72%4

businessman /‘'biznisman/ n. B A

carriage /'keridg/ n U O%E

case n. an example

casual ['kezjuwl/ adi. BALZLOY;
Bl s AL EY

conduct /kan'dakt/ vt. to perform
bE kAT

convention /ken'venfon/ n. generally
accepted practice, esp. with re-
gard to social behaviour iR %
H

credit course 7. &% piER
custom /'kastom/ n. established,

socially accepted practice >]{f;
R
dull /dal/ «dj. uninteresting MiH

entrance [‘entrans/ n. a gate, door,
or other opening by which one
enters A3t H

etiquette /eti'ket/ n XL ;3L1X

even so = though that is true
Bk

fairly adv. quite; completely; plainly

follow vr. to accept and act accord-
ing to BT

fork n. &%

formal /'faxmal/ adj. ERH

gradual /'Qraedjual/ adi. HEH

guest /gest/ n. a person who is in
someone’s home by invitation,
for a short time

helpful [‘helpfal/ adj. willing to
" help; useful

host /haust/ n. a man who re-
ceives guests 3} A

hostess /"houstis/ #. a female who

receives guests ¥ A

in case BiF,H—

informal /in'fa:mal/ adf. FER G

in general on the whole — j%
By Ktk B

luckily /'lakili/ adv. having good.
luck _

manners [‘mznaz/ n. (polite)
sccial practices or habits, social
behaviour

mud /mad/ n. B3

occasion [a'keizon/ n. A

offend /a'fend/ vt. to cause displeas-
ure to; to hurt the feelings of



ERIGE- A6 3 |

outside #. the outer part of a solid
object Fhj

overseas adj. TE{gSMY; TEESMY

patient /'peifant/ n. a person re-

- ceiving medical treatment from
-a doctor or in a hospital 35 A

pavement /'peivmant/ n. a path at
the side of a street for pcople to
walk on Af7i

public servant n. a government
official or a government worker

reception /ri'sepfon/ n. BHEE

record Jri'ko:d/ vt (A EHEZ)FR
Tk

relatively ['relotivli/ adv. quite

reserve /ri'zaiv/ v. to keep (for a
special purpose) {8 ;%Y

retire /ri'taia/ v. Bk

Roman /'rouman/ n. FIL A

Rome /roum/ n. L

run v. #h 85

polite /pa'lait/ adi. HILFEH

private ['praivit/ adj. FLAM

proverb ['prova:b/ n. a short well-

LESSON ONE

known saying i%i&
shed n. #;/NB
sheet n. 4Lk ;—5K (£0)
a sheet of paper —gRr4t
shock v. {EEH); R
situation /sitju'eifon/ n. 4154
sleeping pill #. a pill which helps
a person to sleep KIE#H N
social /'soufal/ adi. 3L&W
splash vi. FEEIRE (BK)
take off (kHLF LK
take one’s leave = say goodbye
(to); go away (from) 2 5; &
taxi /'teksi/ n. HEKRE

toast /toust/ n. a call on other people

to drink to a personi or thing
LB TR
unlike [ an'laik/ prep. not like;

different from
urge /a:dy/ vt. to beg or persuade
with force #% 7135k ; M E R
variation [ veari'eifon/ n. i L 5l
vary ['veari/ v. to be different
wedding /'wedixj/ n. a marriage
ceremony #%iL

Notes

1. The trouble is that different countries have different ideas about what

‘counts as polite behaviour.

‘The trouble is that...” is a useful idiomatic pattern. In speech
the conjunction that is sometimes left out: “The trouble is, he doesn’t
 like swimming.’® Similar expressions include ‘‘the point is’’, “the
problem is>’, “the difficulty is’’ and *“‘the reason is’. e.g.
The point is (that) he never meant to help.
The problem is (that) sometimes our students are not sensitive
enough te cultural differences,

e S ook e 3R
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The reason is (that) they are not interested in what he says.
The difficulty is that there is very little for them to go on.

2. If two friends do stop to talk, they do not shake hands.
Englishmen and Americans do not shake hands as much as
we do. Most people shake hands when they meet for the first time and are
introduced to each other. On most other occasions they only greet
one another. At social functions it is considered good manners to
wait for the woman to extend her hand first. While shaking hands
you should look at the other person instead of glancing sideways.

3. Usually he just shows hin: wiere to ‘wash his hands’.

The expression “‘wash one’s hands” is a euphemism. A euphe-
mism is a mild and often indirect way of referring to something thought
to be unpleasant, or that one does not want to mention directly.
Below are examples of euphemisms:

to pass away — to die

senior citizens — elderly or old people

disadvantaged people — poor people

visually retarded students — blind students

4. Public servants pay more attention to manners than students.
“Public servants’’ are those who hold government offices. They
generally dress and speak more carefully than others.

ORAL AND WRITTEN WORK

1. Pair work: Ask each other the following gquestions:

1) What do you say when you’re late for class? :

2) What do you say when you stop someone in the street and ask
for directions?

3) What do you do when you see someone carrying some very heavy
things?

4) What do you do when you snecze?

5) What do you say when you cough in the middle of sentence?

6) How do you address a university teacher wha is not a professor?
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What do you say when you want to catch someone’s attention?

8) What do you say when you want to make your way through a

crowd?

2. Group work: Discuss the following questions and report your findings
to the class. (Work in a group of at least four people.)

D
2)

3

4)

What are some of the things mentioned in the text that are not
done in China? :

Give examples of good manners in China that are not mentioned
in the text. |
What are some of the differences you’ve noticed in behaviour and
manners- between middle-aged people and young students? (If
you do not know much about the West, give examples from your
own experience.) |

How do you think we should apply the motto:*When in Rome,
do as the Romans do.”? If you were in England, what would be
some of the things you'd do?

3. Interruption game:

Two students engage in a conversation on any topig.
Divide the class into two halves. Students take turns at inter-

rupting the pair engaged in conversation. Anyone who interrupts in
an appropriate way wins a point. Anyone who is considered to be
rude loses a point. When the interrupter carries on the conversation
with one of the students, the other one may drop out and return to
his seat. The side that gets most points wins.

PHONETICS

Reading of the adverbial clause When the adverbial clause comes before
the main clause, it is often read in the rising tune. It is read in the falling
tune if it is after the main clause or at the end of the sentence.

e.g. When he came home last 'night, we were all asleep.

Your pronunciation will certainly improve if you keep on “prac-
tising. '




LESSON ONE

GRAMMAR
Adverbial Clauses (1)

Adverbial clauses may express time, place, manner, comparison,

condition, pwpose, resulf, cause or concession.

1.

10

P

Clauses of time:
Time clauses indicate when an action . takes rlace. They are
introduced by when, while, as, before, until, since, after, as soon as

‘and a few other words or phrases. A time clause may be placed either
Y

before or after the main clause.
I like perfect quietneés when I am working.
An Englishman does not wait for a toast before he has a drink.
The janitor did not leave the building until he had made sure
all the rooms were locked.

Clauses of place

They indicate where an action takes place., They are not so
frequent as time clauses because the idea of place is usually expressed
by prepositional phrases. Clauses of place are introcduced by where
or wherever.

Stay where you are.

I'li go wherever you go.

Clauses of manner

Like clauses of place they are not very frequent since manner
is expressed most of the time by adverbs ending in -y or by prepo-
sitional phrases. As, as if and as though are used to introduce these
clauses. Verbs in the clauses beginning with ‘as if” or ‘as though’ are
pormally put in the subjunctive mood.

He didn’t do it as I thought he should.

Lucy cried as if her heart would break.

I felt as if 1 would faint.

He stopped before he reached the end, as though he had lost

interest in the subject.
It sounded as though something was being dragged.



