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The Dialogue between Centuries

—The Preface

Architecture is a kind of stagnant culture, and also a kind
of culture between centuries as the same time. Especially it
needs the dialogue between centuries, and it is an endless action
of mankind.

People marvel at one after another new findings of archi-
tectural archacology and they are citing the forefathers’ apho-
risms, works, inventions and customs again and again., These
are all the dialogue between centuries, It is recollection only,
and it is unconscious,

"Now the concept of time and space has changed greatly in
the information society. The metaphor of “A day is equal to
twenty years,” and “one thousand 1li a day” seems too old
today, I think that we should use the metaphor of “A day is
equal to several lightyears,” to describe the present develop-
ment of our today’s world, The energy crisis, the environ-
ment crisis and the ecology crisis are discivered in the wide-
ranging dialogue. The fact makes it clear that we need a timely
and surpassed dialogue which is also between centuries and faces
future, These are the reasons why we began to write this book,
and it has got the extensive responds,

All kinds of crises make architecture of many developed
countries in the world pace up and down at the crossroads, so
it is with our Chinese architecture. Therefore it is sure to be
very beneficial to analyse and look into the future of our Chi-
nese architecture.

Architecture serves all society, It is not only accepted to
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the construction field, but also to hear the outaiders’ com-
ments and do reaction. \

It is a book from which you can hear all kinds of voices,
The writers of this book are experts, architects, teachers
administrators in this field, and some artists, sociologists,
environmental ecologists and aesthetes outside this field are
also included, This is an incorporative book that could give
rise to controversy, It involves many forbidden zones and sen-
sitive problems. Some writers say yes and others say no to the
same problem and the same thing and all tnose viewpoints seem
quite reasonable, This is a book in which comments are made
in different aspects by the people inside and outside the con-
struction field, There are analyses, prospects and many special
opinions based on economy, culture, history, creation and so
on. This is a new-type book which does not give you any con-
clusion, If it is possible, we will make this book the first
volume, and then publish the second one, the third and so on.
This is a book written by five generations. The youngest wri-
ter is only 26 years old, the oldest one is 82 years old and
most of them are middle-aged scholars, Perhaps every genera-
tion could find his spokesman in the book.

Gu Mengchao
Zhang Zaiyuan
1988, Beijing
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