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Abstract

As one of the most important musicians in the second half of the 20th century, MA
Sicong-violinist, composer as well as music educator-is an iconic figure in the China's
modern music history. Throughout MA's life, he composed seven symphonies which
are cross each stage of process of composition and involved in the evolution of the style
of his music. This, therefore, is not only one of the pilot phase of vital significance for
MA's art's innovation but also indispensable part of studying his process of thinking in
composition of music and development in technology.

This thesis is mainly concerned with the seven symphonic music works including
two symphonies, two orchestral musical groups and three concertos, and attempts
in a deeper level to reveal the new development and breakthroughs in symphonic
composition and the substance and aesthetic factors in transformation of technique by
means of intensive research of technique in the composition of music as well as the
characteristics in the actual evolution. This thesis goes in details with the study of the
technique used in writing music.

The first three chapters, from a perspective of the music form structure, the genre
and set music form of the symphonic music work and the overall structure of the
symphonic work, discusses the features of the way how MA's symphony is organized
and structured. In terms of music structure, MA's music shows a deep connection
with as well as various breakthroughs against traditional music form-a preference to
variant structure of music form, tonality arrangement of sonata with both Chinese and

western characteristics, the adoption of thinking of unidirectional tonality arrangement,
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the succession and breakthrough in the thinking of middle tonality arrangement in
the classic music form, the features presented in the stating and developing partial
structure, personalized way of dealing with structures, and a preference for the thinking
of form full of twists and turns. All this have brought diversified features in structures
to his symphonic music.

Chapter four, five, six and seven are about the key analysis of the four works
considered as the most distinctive ones of all his works. Through a detailed and
systematic review of theme, melody, harmony, polyphony, orchestration, individual
character and the modal Chromaticism of his works, the paper clarifies the major
characteristics in technique and the actual evolution of styles in composition. In this
paper, five approaches are taken to fulfill this analysis: from the approach of theme
and melody, focus are made in scales in melodic writing, method of development,
the use of folk music in the melodic writing, and the way how style of music change
from the element of voice to change of sound; with respect to the approach of
technique in harmony, attentions are paid to linear harmony technique, multi-tunes and
polytonality, the technique in verticality of music, fourth/fifth structure and successions
and breakthroughs in traditional harmony; in terms of modal Chromaticism. the
author focuses on the initiation of techniques. the preliminary use of basic molding
and the overall upgrading; in terms of polyphonic technology, attention are paid to
heterophony, imitative polyphony, contrast polyphony and polyphonic structure of
modal Chromaticism; when it comes to orchestration, the author focuses on the “sketch”
characteristics at the early phase and the “colored drawing™ at the middle-and-late
phase of his composition.

The chapter eight, the last one, concludes the thesis on the basis of analysis stated
above, and it further discusses the way how the MA's symphonic style featured with
nationality forms as well as the overall evaluation of the Modal Chromaticism which is
at the core regarding his technique in symphony composition.

MA Sicong creatively combines the plain nationality with techniques adopted

in traditional and modern music composition. He has never replicate, enumerate nor
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simply orchestrate the folk music materials even at his early stage of composition,
instead. he contributes himself to symphonic music composition with distinctive
nationality by means of varied and multi-level techniques. The value of his job lies in
his devotion to make constant innovation to composition technique and press ahead
with the folk music composition transforming form mono music to polyphonic music,
from folk music language based on natural sound to modern music style with semi-
tones. All this has been marked as unprecedented and invaluable explorations and
achievement in symphonic composition concerning development of national music at

the early stage of the founding of new China in 1949.

Key words: MA Sicong; Symphony; Technique in Composition; Nationalization;

Modal Chromaticism
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