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THE LADDER SERIES

The Ladder Series books are specially prepared
editions of well-known American books. They
have been made easier to read for the enjoyment of
readers for whom English is a second language.

The Series is built on a “ladder” of five steps—
from 1 000 to 5 000 different English words. Al-
though the books have been shortened, they keep
the ideas and facts found in the originals. ]

This book uses 1 000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will be
found written in boldface letters. They are ex-
plained in the Glossary at the back. '

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy this
Series, while going up thg ladder to more difficult

reading.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
‘its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
_rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’s

high schools and colleges.



USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul--
tural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,

fonfr SFefpon
joseph Duffey

Director
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A Few Words to Begin

Most of the adventures in this book really hap-
pened. One or two were my own expericnces. The
others were experiences of boys in my school.
Huck Finn really lived. Tom Sawyer is made of
three real boys. |

My book is for boys and girls, but 1 hope that
men and women also will read it. 1 hope that it will
help them to remember pleasantly the days when
they were boys and girls, and how they feit and
thought and talked, what they believed, and what

strange things they sometimes did.

MARK TWAIN
’in the State of Connecticut,

Hartford 1876
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1. Aunt Polly Decides Her Duty

“Tom1”
No answer.
C“TOM1”

No answer.

The old lady looked around the room.

“When I find you, I — ”

She did not finish. With her head down, she was
looking under the bed. Only the cat came out.

She went to the open door and looked toward the
garden. No Tom was there. She shouted: |

“You, Tom1!”

There was a little noise behind her. She turned
and caught a small boy, stopping him before he
could escape.

“What were you doing in that corner?”

“Nothing. 7 - -

“Nothing! What is that on your bands and

“I do not know, Aunt Polly. ”

“I know. You have been eating sweets. I have
told you a hundred times not to eat those sweets. ”

Her hand was raised in the air — it started down

1




