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PREFACE

Chinese [ir. Cunninghamia lanceolata (Lamb.) Hook. f. regarded as a living fossil that is endemic to
China, has survived for over 75 million years.

It grows in mountains with a warm and moist climate in subtropical regions. Because of prolong
longevity of several hundred, even over thousand vears, Chinese fir is still in the dominant stratum of
forest canopy in the late succession of broad-leaved (orest stands, especially, it can regenerate with a
strong ability of coppicing after the disturbance of fire of other agents. Presently, a primary stand of
Chinese fir can hardly be found in the nature.

Chinese fir has been grown in plantation for long time, more than 1,200 years at least. It grows fast
with a straight stem, producing favorite timber as resistant to decay and termitc and easy to work.
This tree has widely planted all over 15 provinces in the subtropical mountain areas in south China.
However, different management systems have heen established in different planting areas. for instance.
in Jinping and Huitong counties, Guizhou and Hunan Provinces respectively, the plantations are mainly
regenerated from seed, in contrast, those are regenerated by coppicing in Qivang and Jinzhai counties,
Hunan and Anhui provinces, respectively, in other areas such as northern Fujian, Southern Hunan.
Western Jiangxi and northern Guangdong, the plantations are all established by cuttings. For the
coniferous, vegetative propagation has a advantage to maintain outstanding clones, this technique has
been utilized for over one thousand years in large scale plantations in China with Chinese fir, however,
it was not until 1950" s that this methodology was applied in Europe and America.

In China, a cutting regime is developed. taking advantage of rapid growth, that final feeling is done
at pole stage when trees reach 20-30cm in diameter to produce small-sized logs. This final fecling
system of technological rotation which is about 20-30 years is very distinct without any intermediate
thinning. During the period of first 3~5 years after establishment, agricultural crops and tong-oil tree
can be intercropped with Chinese fir in order to improve soil conditions. This methodology is also a
very suceessful paradigm which is generally known as agroforestry system today.

I carried oul a lot of research, with some colleagues, in ecology and silviculture of Chinese fir during
1950-60"s. Located experimental stations were eslablished in Nanping, Fujian Province in 1953 and in
Jianghua, Hunan Province in 1959, respectively, unfortunafely, the rescarch and to be stopped during
the cultural revolution. Many scientists living in southern China, in fact, also study Chincse fir and
have so far achieved a lot of scientific results. and even more that haven't vet to be published,

After many years of research, Professor Peng Zhenhua of the Chinese Academy of Forestry, whao
taught previously in Anhui Agricultural University, has written up a book, CHINESE FIR. to
approach the species from a different point of view. This book will definitely provide readers with a
new access to the lilerature available on Chinese fir.

After reading and thinking over, | would like lo have a pleasure to write down some words as a
preface of the book.

Yang Hanxi
{Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences)
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