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Lesson One

BEFORE READING

Prepare for New Words and Expressions:

manners n. personal behavior in
public: It is bad manners to
stare at people.

formalize /'formelaiz/ vt.  make
suitable to accepted forms of
behavior

people n. a race; a nation: The

Chinese are a hard-working

people.

equivalent [i'kwivalont/ n. some-
thing that is equal in value, po-
wer, meaning, etc.: Many Ja-
panese words have no equivalents
in English.

version /'vo:fn/ s, a translation
from one language into another

annoy /2'ndif vt trouble; worry;
disturb or make angry

unduly /'an'dju:li/ adv. unjusti-
fiably; unnecessarily: He was
unduly annoyed by the criticism.

bormmbard /bom'ba:d/ vr. keep at-
tacking heavily (as if) with
gunfire: The speaker was bom-
barded with one guestion after
another.

context n. the circumstances or
conditions in which an event
occurs; The matter should be

viewed within the context of
this new situation.

define /di'fain/ vz. give the mean-
ing of; explain; interpret: A4
dictionary defines words.

demonstration / demons'treifn/ n.
an open show or expression of
feeling: The mother greeted her
long-lost son with every demons-
tration of joy.

etiguette /'etiket/ »n. the formal
rules of good behavior |

regarding prep. about: A letter
regarding the boy's rudeness was
sent to his father.

belch /beltf/ vi. let out gas noisily
from the stomach through the
mouth: Some people belch after
eating something.

epitome /i'pitomi/ n. a person og
thing that is typical of some=
thing: He is the epitome of good
manners.

adequately /‘®dikwitli/ adv. suffi-
ciently

in honor of (a person, an occasion)
for the sake of showing respect
for: a ceremony in honor of
those killed in battle
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superior n. (cf. superior adj.) a
person who is higher or greater
than another in position, dignity,
etc.

elders [‘eldoz/ n. (c¢f. elderly adj.)
older persons

distinguished  /dis'tingwift/ adj.
famous; well-known: a distin-
guished guest

konorific /ons'rifik/ adj. implying
respect: The Japanese language
is full of honorific forms of
speech.

designate ['dezigneit/ vt. call by
name

fnfericr Jin'fioria/ adj. lower in
position or rank (¢f. saperior)

staius /'steitos/ n. social or pro-
fessional standing in relation to
others

equality [i'kwoliti/ n. c¢f. equal adj.

familiarity /fomili'®riti/ n. close
friendship

dignity /'digniti/ »n. self-respect;

' personal importance: To lose
face is to lose dignity.

individaal n. (c¢f. individual adj.)

" a person: He is a pleasant in-
dividual.

embarass [im'bzras/ vt. make (a
person) feel ashamed or socially
uncor:fortable: The question
embarassed him.

dikely adj. reasonably to be expect-
ed; probable: He is not likely

to be there next week.

evasive [i'veisiv/ adj. avoiding an-
swering (a question) properly by
indefinite or misleading state-
ment: not frank or straight-for-
ward: “I couldn’t remember’
Is an evasive answer.

(even) if conj. (al)though: If he
is old, he is strong.

reproof /ri'pru:f/ n. words of blame:
or disapproval; scolding

presence ['prezns/ n. cf. present
(in a place) adj. |/ in the presence
of in the sight or company of:
They quarreled in the presence
of the teacher.

quote /kwout/ v. repeat the exact
words of another person or a
passage from a book: He quotes
(from) Marx to support his ar-
gument.

point 2. the important part of an
jdea: the main idea: He failed
to catch the point of the proverb.

seated [‘siitid/ adj. sitting

offensive /o'fensiv/ adj. causing a
feeling of annoyance; annoy-
ing: “Shut up” is an offensive
remark.

gesture ['dcstfs/ n. a movement
of the face, hands, etc., used to
express a certain meaning

inherently /in'hisrontli/ adv. Dby
nature: No human being is in-
herently good or evil.



LESSON ONE

Listening Comprehension — True or False:

1. In every society people have to follow some rules of behavior so that
life may go on smoothly.

2. Formalized greetings are ways to establish contact.

3. “Have you eaten?” and “Where are you going?’’ are common greet--
ings among Westerners.

4. You are not to open a closed door without knocking even it it is in.
a public piace.

5. Generally speaking, a man with good table manners eats quietly.

6. We show respect to elders, superiors, and more distinguished' pesple
by standing and using honorific forms of speech.

7. American people used to call each other by the first name if they
were equal and familiar.

8. The essence of good manners Is to save others’ face.

9. If you ask someone a personal question you are likely to get a truth-
ful answer.

10. Whether you do or do not open a gift in the presence of the giver is
a matter of personal choice.

READING COMPREHENSION

Text: Mind Your Manners

There are situations found in every society about which there
are rules of behavior to make life flow smoothly. Although the
basic idea is the same, the specific rules vary from one society to
another.

All societies have formalized greetings that are ways of estab-
lishing contact. When in a strange country it is a good idea to
find out which among a people are considered the local equivalent
of “Good morning” or “How do you do?” and which ones may
be greeted with the local version of “Hello” or “Hi”.

“Newcomers to other societies are often annoyed by what
seem to be unduly personal questions. There are various societies
in which a common greeting is some version of “Have you eaten?”’

7



LESSON ONE

or “Where are you going?’ There are other societies in which one
will be bombarded with questions about one’s age and other mat-
ters that the Westerner regards as his own private affair. Within
their proper context such questions are to be defined as demons-
trations of interest and concern to which no precise answer is ex-
pected.

Entrances also have their rules. In our society you do not
open a closed door without knocking, unless it is your own or
one clearly in a public place. Nor do you enter a private house
without first being asked to come in.

Each society has its own rules for the etiquette regarding food.
We consider eating noisily or belching at the table the epitome of
bad manners, yet in some societies these acts are the proper way
to express to your host that you are adequately fed and that you
are enjoying the food prepared in your honor.

Many societies have various formalized ways of showing res-
pect to superiors, elders, or dignitaries. In our own society' chil-
dren and young people show their respect to older and more dis-
tinguished people by standing. In many other parts of the world
the sentiment of respect may be shown by keeping your head lower
than that of the more important person. One of the commonest
ways of showing respect is by the use of titles or honorific forms of
speech. In America the use of first names has become common
for all ages and at all levels, but in an earlier day the first name
was used to designate children, servants, or other persons of in-
ferior status. When each person uses the first name of the other
it implies equality as well as familiarity.

In many societies personal dignity, or ‘““face”, is of the
utmost importance to the individual, and the essence of bad
manners is to cause someone else to lose face. You should not
ask people questions that it would be embarrassing to answer.
If you ask a question the correct answer to which might be em-
barrassing or unpleasant, you are likely to get an evasive if not
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“untruthful” answer. In many African societies you should not.
give a direct reproof, certainly not in the presence of other people.
You may quote an appropriate proverb which will get the point
across without loss of face to anyone.

Whether you do or do not open a gift in the presence of the
giver; whether you should or should not turn the plate over to
look at the maker’s symbol on the back; whether you put your
coat on before or after you leave the host’s house; whether you
walk in front of or behind a seated person; whether it is & fisend-
ly or an offensive gesture to put your hand on the arm of the
person with whom you are talking — these and a thousand other
questions are matters of cultural definition. None of them is in-
herently right or wrong, and none is good or bad manners unless
a society defines it so.

AFTER READING

1. Answer these questions:
1. What help people in all societies establish contact?
2. What often annoy newcomers to other societies?
3. Give the forms of speech that may be defined either as greetings
or as personal questions?
Are personal questions always offensive? Explain.
What is the rules of behavior for entrances?
What is the commonest way of showing respect?
Say something about the use of first names in America.
How do people in many African socicties scold a person in the
presence of other people?
9. Describe the various situations suggested in the last paragraph?
10. What defines a particular behavior as right or wrong?

P NN h

II. Make up questions to go with these answers:
1. They help make life flow smoothiy.
2. The wise thing to do is fo find out what are the local equivalents
of the forms of greeting in your own language. -

£ 4
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10,
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They are questions about one’s age, income, ete.
We consider eating noisily and belching bad table manners,
We show respect to them by standing until asked fo sit down.

It
It

is personal dignity, or '‘fuce”.
is to cause someone else to lose face.

They are questions that are embarrassing (o answer.
We are likely to get evasive answers.
That will avoid loss of face to any one.

II. Choose the best answer by circling A, B, C, or D.

1. The first paragraph tells us that

2,

A
B.
C.
D.

every society has its own rules of behavior.

without rules of behavior life would be difficult,

all societies have more or less the same rules of behavior.
some societies share the same rules of behavior.

The second paragraph suggests that

A.

B.

C.

every language includes greetings such as “Good morning®,
“How do you do”, “Hello” and “Hi”.

to greet people in a strange country you may either use the
local equivalent of “Good morning” or “How do you do”,
or use the local version of *“‘Hello” or *“Hi”.

people use different forms of greeting io greet different
people under different circumstances.

D. some languages have greetings like “How do you do” and

[ 11

“Good morning” while others have greetings like “Hello™
and “Hi”,

. it is a good idea to find out ... which ones may be greet-

ed with the local version of ‘Hello’ or ‘Hi".”
Ounes refers to

A.
B.
C.

local versions of “Hello” or “‘Hi”,
forms of greeting,
societies,

D. persons.

One’s age is
A. a2 matter Westerners never talk about.

B.

a matter of interest and concern among Westerners,
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C. one of the matters the Westerner regards as his own private
affair.

D. the only matter the Westerner regards as his own private
affair.

5. Personal questions are
A. never acceptable
B. acceptable in an appropriate context.
C. never asked between strangers.
D. only asked by one’s relatives.

6. To questions about private affairs one is expected to give
A. exact answers. B. no answers.
C. loose answers. D. unrelated answers.

7. Belching at the table is regarded in some society as a way to
show that you
A. are hungry and eager to eat.
B. have a gcod appetite and can eat a lot.
C. are enjoying the food and have eaten a lot.
D. are adequately fed and do not want to eat any more.

8. You may call a person by the first name
A. no matter who he is.
B. only on informal occasions.
C. only when you are very familiar with him.
D. only when he is inferior to you.

9. In many African societies when a person has made a mistake
you rﬁay quote an appropriate proverb to
A. cover your disapproval.
B. make an indirect criticism.
C. save the person’s face.
D. change the topic of the conversation.

10. The appropriateness of a particular way of behaving
A. can be defined. B. cannot be defined.
C. is defined by Westerners. D. is defined by older people.

Homework
1. Read the text with “Aids te Imtemsive Reading”.

11



LESSON ONE

2.

12

Look up the following words or expressions in LD and enlarge your
understanding of their meanings: idea, people, context, demonstration,
personal, if.

QOutline the main content of the text.

. Copy the second paragraph from the bottom.

Prepare for “YOCABULARY”,

Aids to Intensive Reading

. Analyse the first sentence of the first paragraph.

rules of behavior
Also: rules for behavior; rules of conduct (action); code of
behavior (action)

All societies have formalized greetings ....
Is formalized the main predicate verb or a past participle used
as an attribute?

.. it is a good idea to find out ....
1) Compare idea in *“the basic idea is the same™,
2) Study these seantences with ideq and translate them into Chinese.
Use the hints given in brackets.
a. His idea of a vacation is to get a good rest. (a guiding prin-
ciple) ‘
b. Don’t force your ideas on others. (thoughts, opinions, be-
liefs) o
¢. He had no idea that work at college was so hard. (knowledge)
d. That’s a good idea. (a suggestion, plan)

.. which among a people ..., )

Do not confuse the plural noun people (== human beings)
with the singular noun a4 people (=a nation). Avoid saying: “He is
a hard-working people.”

.. which ones may be greeted with the local version .... .
Give the verb pattern of greet used in the sentence.

Newcomers ... are often annoyed by what seem to be unduly per-
sonal questions.
Use the structure “preposition 4 what-clause” to construct
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sentences with the words given below, and then translate your sen-
tences into Chinese.

1) dull, people, he, what, other, interested, think, be, in

2) criticize, what, do, he, for, he, be

3) have, we, what, we, start, to, with, have

4) do, not, what, call, they, like, look, “‘a friendly discussion’, that

8 Within their proper context such questions are fo be defined ...
to which no precise answer is expected.
1) What do their and which refer to?
2) Identify “‘be-+-infinitive” as used here in the following sentences.
Use the hints in brackets.
a. Your are to leave at once. (must)
b. Those poor people are to be pitied. (should)
c. He is to speak on TV toright. (is going)
d. No shelter was to be seen. {(could)

9. Noi do you enter a private house without first being asked to come in.
1) Notice the word order. Neither, nor and so can be used to intro-
duce sentences in which we say that people (or things or situa-
tion) are the same as others that have been mentioned. Inversion
is used.
a. Mother’s ill this week. So’s my sister.
b. I didn’t go. Nor did I want to.
¢. My pen doesn’t work well. Neither (or: Nor) does yours,
2) Study these sentences with being-structures:
a. He hates being laughed at.
b. Some of them 1 couldn’t change, like being skinny.
¢. The elderly man was punished for being rude to his grand-
father.
d. We shall not attack without first being attacked.
In all these cases being is not to be left out. Why?

10. ... you are enjoying the food prepared in your honor.
If the person or occasion is specified, *in honor of ...” is
used:
Tonight the Chinese premier (/'premis/ & ¥) is to give a banquet
(/'benkwit/ 4 in honor of the distinguished guests from
Australia,

13



