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UNIT 1

(A) Ranch Life
R.S. Criteria of Reading Ability
W.P. Introductory Remarks

(B) Peoples of the World

(C) Eskimos

Passage A

n

Ex . 7 Pre-reading

Answer the following questions before you read the passage:

1. What books have you read, or films have you seen, about cowboys? How
do you like them? '
2. Where can you find cowboys? What sort of lives do they lead?

Now read the passage to learn more about the life of the cowboy.

Ranch Life

Parza 1 To many people ranch lift means the Wild West. Many children dream of
becoming cowboys or cowgitls and leading romantic adventurous lives. But ranch life is in fact
a hard business, demanding strength and a great deal of work.

[P&re 2 Ranchers raise cattle for the meat that people eat. Since meat is a favorite food

of people everywhere, ranching is a very important job. Ranching is one of the oldest and
biggest industries in the world.
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Para 3  Most ranches are located in flat open country where there is plenty of grass for
the cattle to feed on. Like all other kinds of farming, ranching is a difficult job. Dry weather or
rainstorms can destroy the food needed for the cattle, or the cattle themselves may become
sick and die. The rancher must always be on guard against the dangers that nature can create,

History of Ranching

Para 4 A long, long time ago, at the very beginning of civilized life, people began to keep

cattle. These people were wanderers, driving their herd from place to place, leoking for fresh

grass and water. Later, men began to settle in the places where the food and water were plenti-
ful. They built houses for themselves and shelters and yards for their animals. These were the
first ranches.

Cowboys

Para & Ranch life has always centered around the cowboy, one of the most colorful peo-
ple in the history of the American West. Stories about cowboys are very poplﬂar in America
and all over the werld. People think of cowboys as free people, unafraid to battle with wild ani-
mals, living close to nature, with the trees and the sky and the stars. Today there are far fewer
cowboys, and.they no longer live as they did. But their hold on the imagination is still strong.
The old-time cowboy is the hero of many books, films and songs. He is a pational hero and a
treasured part of the national past.

Para & The American cowboy. first appeared in Texas around 1836. Soon ranches
spread and cowboys were working in almost every part of the West.
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Unit One 3

Cowboysines centercd around the roundop and the cattle drive. Every winter
and summer the cattie fed 21 the ranch. In the spring and autumn the cowboys rounded up
the cattle, and separated ihe beef cattle from the test of the herd, ard drove them over many

o

miles of open country to the nzarest railroad station. From there the cattle were sent t
slaughterhouses. In the 19th century, railrcads were few und far between. Driving the cattle
was a long hard job. There was danger from cattle thieves. The cowboy rose at sun-up to start
the cattle moving. They dreve them alt day through the heat or dust or wind. The men v ere of
ten on horseback 1S hours a day. Cowboys bad 1o be skalifid and strong. They had to be
skiflled horsemen and good guninen. Thetr clothing wus made for protection. The wide-brimmed
hat was worn to protect them from the sun. the dust and the rain. The gun protected them
against cattle thieves.

Para & of . S
Para & Now much of the adventure has gone sut of the cowboy’s life. He no Tonger has

l:"

to struggle with thicves. Most ranches are quite close to railroad stations. so the long cattle
drive is a thing of the past. Modern inventions have taken over many of the cowboy’s oid
jobs. The modern cowboy must often be a technician himsself in order to use the new devices
for the care of cattle and for the running of the ranch

New Words

ranch /ra:ntf /. ( in the western US and Canada ) a very large farm where
sheep, cattle. or horses are produced K4gsy

rancher /'ra:ntfs/n. 4 man who owns or works on a ranch 4t F, WAk A

dream /dri:m/ 7. W, B, T

n. 1. a group of thoughts, feelings, or images experienced

during sleep % 2. something imagined, not real, but
believed in or meatly and hopefully desired %48

romantic /rau ‘mantik/ a. 1. suggesting love, adventure, strange happenings, etc. i
2R; 15313080 2. not practical A EIRERAY

adventure /ad 'ventf a/n. 1.risk BB 2. ajourney, activity, experience, etc.. that

is strange and exciting and often dangerous [Fl&
adventurous /od 'ventforas/a. L. full of dangev; visky  HEIfy, fZBEMY 2. eager for ad-
venture, ready to iake rick EWREEH

cattle /" keatl/ n. L[ EBFr] 4 2.0
locate /ou’keit/v. 1. to fix or sct in a certain piace EEE T, T 2. to

A A HFECE KRR L 6T E, 7RI, LA BT U H BRI, BT Ese
HWsii, FE,
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flat Alet/ a.
destroy /dis 'trai/ v.

create /kri'eit,/ v.

-~ civilize /'sivolaiz / v.

* herd ha:d/ n.

fresh Aref / a.
plentiful / plentiful / a.

shelter /*felta / n.

center /senta/ v.
popular /'popjula/ a.

imagination /i.madsi neifon/ n.

national /'nzfnal/ a.
spread /spred/ v.

roundup / raundap/ n.

beef /bi:f/ n.

slaughterhouse /" slo:tahaus,/ #.

skillful / skilful/ a.
skilled /skild/ a.
protection /pra‘tekfon/ n.

wide-brimmed / waid 'brimd/ a.

invention /An’ venf an/ m.

technician /tek 'nifon/ n.
device /di’ vais/ n.

find .or learn the position of AL

pafallel with the ground;smooth and level 41y, FEH 1
to tear down or apart;put an end to the existence or
effectiveness of (something ) HE%, K

to cause (something new ) to exist; produce { something
new ) Bl ol

to (cause to ) come from a lower stage of development to
a highly developed stage of sociat organization ()X
|

a group of animals of one kKind which live and feed to-
gether e.g. cattle &8, F0%

in good natural condition %y

existing in quantitics or numbers that are (more than)
enough AWy, Ham

a building or enclosure offering protection &kt ##
eI

b, b g

1. general, common; widespread AN HIFH
2. favoured by many people 3% # &fh

the act or ability of forming (a picture or idea) in the
mind %, ML H

ofa nation KRy, HEM, 2MEM

1. to make or become widely known {44 2. to (cause
to ) open, reach, stretch out {H g

a gathering together of scattered things or people. esp.
of cattle by men on horses R, WEAE &

the meat of farm cattle 4= '

a building where animals are killed for meat E¥13
having or showing skill RIGH), Bk

(in ) having or needing skill #HLARER, B4

the act of keeping safe or the state of being kept safe
(372

ik

1. the act of inventing & BH, @i 2. something in-
vented K14y

a highly skilled scientific or industrial worker AR A 5

© an instrument, esp. one that is cleverly thought out %%

b



dream of

a great deal of
plenty of

feed on

(be)on guard against
center around

think of...as

‘no longer

separate...from
protect ... from/against

-take over
round up
battle with

few and far between e

in fact L7
be located in
look after

close to

the Wild Wgst

the American West
the West

Texas / teksoas/ n.

Ex. 2 Read each statement and decide whether it is true or false. Write “T " before true
statements and “F " before false statements. Base your answers on the informa-

Phrases and Expressions
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Comprehension

Unit One

tion in this passage only, even if you disagree with what the author said.

( )
«C )
( )

they know that ranch life is a hard business.

like to eat meat.

can create.

5

. Many children do'not want to be cowboys or cowgirls because
. Ranching is a very important job because i)eople everywhere

. Ranching is a difficult job because there are dangers that nature
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Ex. 3

Ex. 4

{ ) 4. Before ranches were built, people used to drive their herd from
place to place for grass and water.

( ) 5. There are more cowboys today than there were in the past.

( ) 6. When the cowboys today want to send their cattle to

slaughterho'useé, they should drive their cattle for a long time.

Analysis of [deas and Relationships: Circle the letter next to the correct answer.

1. The writer thinks that ranch life is in fact
a )easy - b ) romantic
c )adventurous ) d)hard

2. Cowboys today ‘ .
a }live as they did before | «
b)live a modern life" : t
¢ )are often on horseback 15 hours aday * <
d)usually live far away from railroad stations ‘ .

3. In the past cowboys had to be good gunmen because _________
a )they also hunted while driving their cattle
b)they used guns to round up their cattle
¢ ) they had to battle with those who stole their cattle
d ) they often struggled with other cowboys for good places

4. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
a )Most of the modern ranches are far away from the railroad stations.
b ) Slaughterhouses are usually located near the ranches.
¢ ) In the past the roundup and the cattle drive were the most important
~ activities of the cowboys.
d) cowboys today still have to fight against cattle thieves.

5. The passage is m"ainly about
~a)cowboys and their life
b) cowboys in modern times
¢ ) the building of the first ranches
d) the dangers nature can create for cowboys

Find the.information to complete these notes about ranch life.

1. Ranchlif demands and a lot of
2. Ranches are usually found in __where there is



Unit One 7

3. The rancher may face problems from , , OF even
and of his cattle.
4. The first ranches were built by early settlers who built _______,
>and ___ where they found plenty of __ _and
5. Ranch life has always centered around _____, who first appeared in
around
6. With modern inventions cowboys today can use for
and for '
Vocabulars' ’an‘d’ Structure ‘
Ex. 5 Replace the following underlined parts with words from the list below that
best keep the original meaning. Change the forms where necessary.
protection popular create
plentiful adventure -device
invention - destroy ¢ - - flat
imagination

1. Some of the hills i in this mountarn area have level tops, hke table tops.
2. The heavy rains have klﬂed all the crops this year.
3. Man’s desire to live better has forced th to invent a truly remarkable
 number of tools. ' ‘
4. Last year the weather was not good for apples. We hope that next year
the weather will change and that apples will be Jot enough again.
. The most favoured form of sport throughout the world is football.
. The little boy’s story shows his ability in creating something in mind.
. If you have a lot of money you should put it in the bank for safekeeping.
. Sailing across the wide river on a stormy night is quite a_dangerous experi-
ence.

X 3 N W

9. My brother invented a.new instrument for cleaning bottles.
10. It is said that two American brothers, Orville and Wilbur were famous for
the birth of airplanes.

Ex. 6 Put an appropnate preposmon or verb—completer in each of the following
blanks.

1. He fed his birds _ the best food.
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Ex. 7

2. The police were all out to look

10.

the missing child.

. As little as 40 years ago, people would never have dreamed

such a wonder as computers.

. The government warned the people living in the forest to be
guard fire.

. The president ordered the return of all soldiers who were located
the area. ‘

. When [ was a child, my mother s life was centred famnily affairs.

. Miss Smith is leaving to study abroad and Miss Jones will be taking
the class.

. We all think him the most suitable one to take char-

ge of the work.

. He was not happy as he had been separated his family for a
long time.
In time of war the government is often unable to protect its people

hunger or danger.

Study the following tables and then form nouns with -er and adjectives
with -ful from the words given below. Make changes inh spelling where
necessary and give the meaning of these words.

Verb . Suffix Noun

wander €T wanderer
ranch ' -er rancher
Noun ' Suffix Adjective
skill -ful _ skillful
plepty -ful plentifil
1. swim 2. truth 3, travel
4, fruit 5. fight 6. dream
7. time - 8. beauty 9. win
10. begin . - 11. shame . 12.help
13. dance - 14, keep 15, love
16. ride 17. think - 18. sell
19.

use 20. hope

T e .



