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FOREWORD

As many linguists and language teachers have observed,
fluency in speech acquired in the early stage of learn..
ing a foreign language greatly facilitates learning
to read and write at the advanced level, Based on this
observation, educators in China propose that at insti-
tutions where pre-intermediate English is being taught,
particular emphasis should be placed not as before on
grammar~translation exercises, but om the teaching of
spoken English, This proposal, though widely accept-
ed,has not been successfully practised, In schools where
there is a heavy reliance on the grammar-translation
method, the students have almost no opportunity for
developing their communicative competence., In
schools where there are oral skill development plans
put into practice, the situation is none the better,Teach-
ers” efforts most often end in students feeling bored
by repeating just a few cliched greetings and some sort.
of English of their own “originality.” To remedy this
situation,therefore,a text that can keep up students’in-
terest in English conversation is definitely needed, &
«Spoken English for Pre-Intermediate Students in Chi~
na® is a conversation book specially written to meet the

needs of those who wish to achieve fluency in speech
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through the use of English both in and out of class. It is
characterized by efficient use of colloquial English in
expressing such feelings,opinions,and ideas as teenagers
and young people in China are most likely to convey or
talk about, Such a text should prove very ‘helpful to
'prlg-.i.:‘stermedkiqte_. ’l‘;t;vggng;r_js ©of English in China,
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—, “HhHBIEDEB H” (Spoken English for Pro-
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PART 1
Classroom English

Lesson One

At an English Lesson (1)

Zhang Hong, Hurry up, There goes the bell,

Wei Dong,
Monitor,

Class,

Teacher,

ClaSSg

Teacher,

Wei Dong,

Teacher,

Wei Dong;, “

Teacher,

Yes,

Silence,Please, It is time for class,

(The teacher comes in,)

Good morning, teachery

Good morning, class (or students),

Sit down, please, Are you all ready for
today’s classy

Yes, we are,

Who is on duty today?

I am, teacher,

- The classioom doesn’t look nice and

- clean, You haven’t done Yyour chores

well enough, Don’t forget to perform
your duty well next time,
Yes, teacher,

~Let’s begin our class, First I°d like to

ask you to explain in English the first

e 1 e



Wang Ling,

Teacher,

Wang Ling,

Teacher,
Wu Ming,

Teacher,

Wu Ming,

Teacher,

Wang lL.ing,

Teacher,

sentence of the second paragraph “I can’t
do a thing with him.” Who’d like to tryg
Can you explain it in English, Wang
Ling?

I don®t think I can (or I’m afraid I
can’t), |

Try anyway. Think for a while,

O.K.I’ll have a try, This sentence means
that I can’t do any work together with
him, Perhaps the man is hard o deal
with,

Is Wang Ling right, Wu Ming?

No, I don’t think so,

Then, what’s wrong with his explana~
tion?

[t seems to me that this sentence means i
can’t handle him, or there is nothing I
can do with him,

That’s it. Are you clear, Wang Lingg
Yes,teacher,

Now class,I will ask you to translate five
sentences into English, 1’1l ask one or two
students to translate them on the black-
board; The others will do the translations
in their exercise books, Zhang Hong,
please come to the blackboard to do the

translations,



Zhang Hong,

Teacher,

Li Ming,

Teacher,

Class,

Teacher,

L.i Ming,

Teacher,

I’m afraid I can’t do them well,

Don’t be shy,

(Zhang Hong comes to the blackboard
and writes on it.)

Li Ming,what do you think about Zhang
Hong's translationsg

I think they are right,

Yes, they are, Now, time is up for the
translation exercises, Hand in your exer-
cise books to me, please,

(The students hand in their exercise
books.)

Do you have any questions about the trans-
lations?

No, teacher,

Goody Now open your books to page 25. I
am going. to explain the third part of
the text., Now listen to me,

(The teacher explains the text.)

Do you understand what [ saidg

Will you please explain in English the
phrase “stray from” againg

O.K. 4stray from” means “wander from.”
For example, Don’t stray from the point
=Don’t wander from the point=Don’t
get off the point,

Is it clear now, Li Ming9



Li Ming,

Teacher,

Zhou Bin,

Teacher,

Class,

Teacher,

Monitor,

Teacher;

Wei Dong,
Teacher,
Wei Dong,

Teacher,

Yes,

That’s fine, Zhou Bin, will you read the
third paragraph, please?

Certainly, teacher,

(Zhou Bin finishes his reading.)

That’s good. Now Wei Dong, read the
whole text, please, Read slowly and
loudly., (Wei Dong finishes his read-
ing.) Good] Now, let’s read the whol®
text together Reading aloud is very impor-~
tant, (The class reads the text together)
Class, 1’ 1l read the text for you Please
listen carefully, (The teacher finishes
reading the text.) Are there any othey
questions? '
No other questions, teacher,

(Wei Dong is talking to Li Ming.)
Silence, please, No talking in class,

Wei Dong knocked his ink bottle over by
accident,

Look at the ink stains on your desky

) Be_ sure to wash them off after class,

I am terribly sorry, teacher,

Be more careful next time,

Yes, I will,

For homework, please review the text,

I’ll give you a little quiz tomorrow,



C]ear?-

Class, Yes, very clear,

Tea.c.her, Time is up, Class is over,
Class, Good-bye, teacher,
Teachef, See you tomorrow,

Summary of Useful Expressiong

1, Expressions used to ask whether the bell has rung,

Has the bell rungy

Is that the belly

Has the bell gone off yet

———Yes, there goes the bell,
Yes, the bell is ringing,
Yes, the bell rhas rung.
Yes, the bell has gone off.

Did the bell ringg

Yes, it did,

Will the bell ring soon?

—Yes, it will,
Yes, the bell will ring in no time,
Yes, the bell will ring in a minute,
Yes, the bell will ring in a few minutes.
2. Expressions cbncerning getting ready for class,
Please get everything ready for class, '
Be ready for class,
Are you ready for classp



Do you have everything ready for class?

l.et’s get ready for class.

Take out your books, please,

Put your books on the desk, please,

Take out your note-books, and put them on your
desk,

Get your note-books, pencil boxes and quiz books
ready before the ¢lass begins,

Expressions announcing the beginning of the class,
It’s time for class,

Let*s begin the class,

Shall we start?

Let’s start, Let’s get started,

We?*d better get started.

Expressions used to dismiss the class,

There’s the bell for dismissal,

We’ll continue our class after the break,

[t’s time for break,

Let’s take a break,

Let’s stop here today,

We'll leave off here today,

That’s all for today,

Shall we call it a dayq

With that, we conclude our class today.

Time is up.

Class is overr.

The lesson is over,
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