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Unit 1 SCIENCE AND THE UNIVERSE

TEST 1°

Questions 1—7

When we think about the effect of the Copernican view of the world of literature, we are likely
to slip into exaggeration. It is often said that the removal of the earth from its central place in a com-
fortably ordered system to the status of a minor planet in vaster space was a fatal blow to man’s sense
of his own dignity. This idea is philosophically foolish and historically false. Throughout the Middle
Ages, even though man was considered the special child of God, the earth was regarded as-the poorest
part of creation. Copernicus was only looking for a simpler pattern of the heavens than Ptolemy’s and
_ he found it. Despite the work of Kepler, Galileo, and the Elizabethan experts, moreover, it took well
over a century for the theory to win full acceptance even among the learned. As late as 1643, a hun-
dred years after Copernicus’book, a scientist named Browne declared movement of the earth impossi-
ble.

The reasons for delayed victory were natural. Many educated as well as uneducated men resisted
contradiction of the senses and the Bible, or of Aristotle, Ptolemy, and all tradition. Many others
were simply unaware or indifferent, as most of us in the twentieth century felt no acute concern over
Einstein’s discoveries. In either case., few had the mathematical knowledge needed for confirmation or
even comprehension of the theory; indeed, the knowledge needed to confirm Copernicus was not fully
available until Newton.

{. The Copernican theory gained wide acceptance as a result of the work of

(A)Browne. (C)Einstein.

(l;)Kepler and Galileo. (D) Aristotle and Ptolemy.
2. The author believes that the effect of the Copernican theory on literature

{A)has not often been considered.

(B)resulted from man’s loss of dignity.

(C)contradicted the senses.

(b)can easily be overestimated.

3. To understand the Copernican theory, one had to

(A)understand mathematics.

(ﬁ)vicw the universe as an ordered system.

{C)have read the Bible.

(D)accept the teaching of tradition.

4. All of the following supported the Copernican view except

(A)Keptler. (B)Galileo. (C)Browne. . (P)Newton.




5. The author believes that the slow reception of Copernicus’ theoty
(A)was due to Browne. (C)increased its influence.
(B)was to be expected. (D)has no historical parallels.
6. Which of the following does the author say about “a simpler pattern of the heavens”?
(A)It was the object of Copernicus’ search. !
(B)It became common to the thinking of the Midel Arges.
()1t is considered to be philosophically foolish.
(D)1t depended on the idea that man was the special child of God.
7. According to the author, the attitude of most people toward Einstein’s discoveries was similar to
(A)their attitude toward other traditional ideas.
(B)Newton’s support of Copernicus.
(C)Brown’s attitude toward Copernicus’theory.

(D)the reception of Copernicus’ theoty.
Questions 8—11

Both the Sun and the Moon appear larger when they are rising or setting, although there is no real
difference in the distance they are from the Earth. This perceptual phenomenon, known as the “Moon
illusion , ” has been studied over the years. Various explanations, including the muscle strain for the
person looking up and the comparison of the Moon with other things on the horizon that make it appear
larger, have been disputed by scientists, but thus far there is no widely accepted explanation of the
phenomenon.

8. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage?

(A)Perceived Sizes of the Sun and Moon.

(B)Comparisons of Objécts on the Horizon.

(C)Perceptions of Distance.

(D)The Rising and Setting of the Sun and Moon.

9. The “Moon illusion” of the Sun can be seen at

(A)night. (C)mid -morning and mid-afternoon.

(B)dawn and dusk. (D)midday.

10. It can be inferred from the passage that a planet seen on the herison would seem

(A)extremely small.

(B)smaller than if it were overhead.

(C)closer to the Earth than if it were overhead.

(D)o reflect more of the Sun’s light.

11. According to the passage, the true cause of the “Moon illustion” is

(A)well known. {C)rarely disputed.

(B)different at different times. (D)still under study.

Questions 12— 14

The lunar landscape is not dominated by jagged rocky ridges, as were so often depicted in the
illustrations accompanying articles and science fiction of past decades. Indeed, barren rock is all but
2
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