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THE LADDER SERIES

The Ladder Series books are special editions
of popular American books, prepared at easier-to-
read vocabulary levels than the American editions
for the enjoyment of readers for whom English is a
second language.

The “Ladder” is made up of vocabularies of
1 000 words and up, with a number of books at
each level, thus forming a ladder to English
understanding while making available the same
good books Americans are reading.

This book has been prepéred on the 3 000-
word level. But because the subject of the book
needs certain special words, some words in the
book are beyond this level. The reader will find
- such words printed in bold face and explained in
the back of the book. |

This is a shorter edition than the complete
" book, which the publisher hopes the reader will
want to read and enjoy as his English ability

increases through the Ladder Series.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behélf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Ti’easury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and  history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’ s

high schools and colleges.



USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

.. Sincerely,

forn ot

Joseph Duffey
Director
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MARK TWAIN

Mark Twain is one of the most popular and
beloved of American writers. No one wrote with
more skill and feeling of a youthful America still in
the process of growing up,and Tom Sawyer and
Huckleberry Finn are two of the greatest boys’
books ever written. The Autobiography of Mark
Twain is the story of his own life as he himself
wrote it,including a marvelous. account of his life
as a boy along the shores of the mighty Mississippi
River. Tt is a book of beauty and value both as

literature and as entertainment.



- FROM THE PREFACE.: In this Autobiography, 1
shall keep in mind the fact that I am speaking from
the grave....I shall be dead when the book issues
from the press.... It seemed to me that I could be
as frank and free as in a love letter if I knew that
what 1 was writing would be exposed to no eye

until 1 was dead,and unaware,and indifferent.
MARK TWAIN



CHAPTER 1

1 was born the 30th of November,1835,in the
almost invisible village of Florida, Missouri. My
parents removed to Missouri in the early thirties;1
do not remember just when, for 1 was not born
then and cared nothing for such things. The village
contained .a hundred people and I increased the
pop;lation by one per cent. It is more than many of
the best men in history could have done for a

town. There is no record of a person doing as

much
Florida.

Recently someone in Missouri has sent me a

not even Shakespeare. But I did it for

picture of the house 1 was born in. Heretofore 1
' have always stated that it was a palace but I shall
be more careful now.

The village has two streets,each a couple of
hundred yards long,covered with stiff black mud in
wet times, deep dust in dry. Most of the houses
were of logs. There were none of brick and none of
stone. There was a log church, which was a

schoolhouse on-week days. There were two stores
1




