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INTRODUCING LINGUISTICS

~ This book is intended to serve as a general intro-
duction to modern linguistics, The subject has grown a
lot in recent years and it is difficult to examine in
great detail in such a short text. However, it is pos-
sible to present the main ideas and to provide the foun-
dations for further study. We have tried to do that.
Linguistics has a number of competing theories of lan-
guage and ways to study it. We have tried to avoid
representing only one point of view.. However, it is
clearly impossible to include every opinion.

In the following chapters, we shall consider lan-
guage itself first and then linguistics. We shall go on to
discuss the major parts of linguistics starting with pho-
nology and phonetics, continuing with syntax and
semantics and finishing with pragmatics. We shall then
turn to the related topics of language and mind, lan-
guage and society and language and thought. The book
concludes with a chapter on linguistics and language
teaching.

We have tried to express the rather complicated
concepts in simple language so as to enable as many
readers as possible, especially the mass of middle school
anguage teachers and researchers, to join us in the
study of modern linguistics. This book is an English-
Chinese edition., The English and Chinese texts are in-
tended to correspond closely to each other. This is to
try and help the reader who is not used to the “lan-
guage of linguistics”. |
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