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INTRCDUCTION

As computer technology infilirates our society and
more people become intrigued, involved, and confused
by new terms and new meanings for old terms,
defipitions have to be constantly updated and refined.

The Ilustrated Computer Dictionary contains
more than 1,000 of the most frequently used words and
terms involved in the purchase and use of a personal
computer. These terms have been carefully selected as
those most likely to confront the novice when dealing
with this emerging new language within a language. In
addition to terms of value to all users because of their
frequency of use, emphasis is on the latest in graphics,
telecommunications, and education. Censiderable
attention also has been given to areas of specialized
interest such as word processing, business applications,
and unusual equipment or program capabilities.

As an aid in handling potential problems likely to
arise during use of the computer, we have included
terms that relate to potential malfunctions and to
error-handling routines. Whenever possible, context has
been noted so that the user will understand when and
why a term is likely to be used. Examples frequently
have been included.

Whether you are beginning to think about owning a
computer for business, home, or school or if you
already own one but are unsure of what it can do for you,
this sensible, comprehensible, valuable reference will
help you interpret the advertisements, magazines, and
manuals to guide you through the computer revolution.
We are confident that the terms selected will help the
user rapidly move from beginner to intermediate and
advanced degrees of computer literacy.
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HOW TO USE THIS DICTIONARY

We have attempted to keep this reference handy,
logical, and easy to use. Terms of more than one word
have been alphabetized as though they were a single
word and are in alphabetical order regardless of
hyphens and spaces. Generally, a multiple-word entry
wny"ﬁ be found under the first word and not
cross-referenged under the second word unless warranted
by popular usage; for example, central processor will
be listed under central and not under processor.
However, the term local area network will be listed
under local, and under LAN with reference to network,
local area, where the definition will be found.

All acronyms (e.g., CAT for cathode ray tube) have been

alphabetized as though they were full words so that

they will be casy to find. They are then referenced to
their compound term, if necessary. The definition
usually will zppear with the full word unless the acronym
is the more widely recognized and used of the two.
Pronunciation of acronyms is divided into, three
categories: letters pronounced individually; letters read
as one word; first letter pronounced separately and the
remaining letters as one word. Symbols are used to
indicate the category for each acronym.

Terms that begin with numerals have been listed
as though the numeral were spelled out (for example,
8-bit is placed as though it were spelled out as eight).
Specific microprocessors with numerals that are names
will be found under microprocessors with the number
following, such as 8080, 8086, 68000, etc.
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ACRONYM SYMBOLS

A The letters in the acrenym are pronounced
individually. For example, in CRT (cathode ray
tube), each letter is proncunced.

B The letters in the acronym are read as oue word.
For example, DOS (disk operating system) is
pronounced as though it rhymed with “boss.”

C The first letter (or each letter within the first
group of letters) is pronounced separately; but
the remaining letters are pronounced as one word.
For example, in VTOC (Volume Table of
Contents), the first letter is proncunced separately
as “vee” and the following letters as in the werd
“talk.”
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B abend abnormal_ending (acronym). Early termination
of a computer program due to an érror.
ABEND RH¥L&H (FiE) B THE, tEVIRFRTSR,

abort To stop or cancel a procedure or selection in
progress.

FREET PUEBBRHSHFIHE-LBRFENE,

absolute address The actual, physical location in
storage of a piece of data that the control unit can
address directly. :
@it —TRBEGRBPEEAYECE., ERET
Pl seEIn.

absolute maximum rating A machine’s maximum
limits with respect to the environment in which it
can function, as indicated in its specifications, and
which should not be exceeded.

BAANEEN - AREACHETAETHERRRME,
RESARESENE, FFdER. '

access The ability to obtain data from and/or place it
into memory.

GR HEEAFESRUTEARREARNES.

access time The time it takes for information to
become available once it has been called for via a
control signal.



FRERRHIE e S R AT R B B RHG BR T Bt

accumudator A location within the arithmetic and
logical unit that temporarily stores the results of
arithmetic or logical operations. A computer often
has more than ene accumulator.

RmE AT AMEBEIES, EHNFEEERAMERZHY
REER. -AHBNER AL -1 Bings.

accuracy-control characters Characters that indicate
whether data ave incorrect, may be disregarded,
or are not valid for representation on the device
being used. T

HMBEITHTHE BHTHRE LA RN SIERE S E
8., Al GRAMKEDTH YT

ACK ACKnowledge (acronymi.

ACK AWM (HED

acknowledge (ACK). A control signal verifying that a
block of transmitted information has been accepted
by the receiver.

TR (ACK) @ik -l ARG B E W HE W m 58

acoustic coupler A device, usually used with a

- modem. that allows a telephone to transmit digital
data over an ordinary telephone line. The coupler
permits the telephone headset to be placed ina
cradle, linking the computer at one end of the
phone line and a peripheral device at the other.
See modem.
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AEoBR —HEXSENMENHANTE, EUHE
EAS SR RITRERETRE, KRB SRA LR
PLEE . FERRARE. H-RE5HBIMEE. ¥—8
-*5%&'&21%'1%‘.: DL ) 2%

acronym A word formed from the initial letter or
letters of each of the successive parts (or major
parts) of a compnund term. The result is almost
always expressed in capital letters. The letters may
e pronounced individually or read as a word.
Example: CPU = Central Processing Unit, with .
each letter pronounced individuaily.

miENE A--PTEAREHNETESAELEES B ERR
S MEFRARME, HRLFIEARYS TR
FPmE LR, AL B A BlC P -
Central Procesing Unit, - F 80 &

A A/D Analog to Digitel {acrenym).

A D L OHOFER) e dgwid

Ada A high-level language developed by the U.S.
Department of Deiense, designed to establish a
common language for all of its military computer
projects. Ada compilers and their use are
becoming more widespread. The most unique and
revolutionary aspect of the fanguage is its ability
to recognize Englishlike words for easy use. Its
organization relies on building-block mnodules and
encourages combinations of smaller units so that the
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user can form hierarchies and nested structures.

AdaiEE HEEEGBIFEN —FERIET. EAHEY -
FERTHSBEBITEN LEAERE TR
AdafimFFRAFERKMEA ARG B R %iES RS nE
AT CHANKMBENT, EMASEH. €80
HIMARHRAR M. B AR Wy, B
HEaT DA IAREHMREL Y.

Add The process of increasing or decreasing (if
adding a negative number) a number using an
arithmetic operation involving 1 second number.
e RAREBEIAROESEENEAZE, Sy emR e
(MR MERREMIE) TR, ’

add-on The ability to increase memory capacity,
modify architecture, or otherwise upgrade performance
or capability by attaching cireuitry or components.

U EH MR SR, MR R s,
HAEEH M AR A .

address An identification, represented by a name,
label, or number for a register or location in
storage. ’
Uk —AIABIRE, HAK RESRNEBER T HHR
REMBRET, :

A ADP Automated Data Processing (acronym). Also
¢lectronic data processing (EDP).

ADP Hsmas (i), L e FR\LE (EDP),

Adventure A popular computer game that originated
on main-frame computers, but has been adapted to
microcomputers. The player overcomes
underground dangers while seeking treasure. Also a
genre of a specific type of computer game.

Wiz —FERTAZUMIRTH BN, ROH-E RN
BEHENL. BOFEIRTHOABPESR - RK%
HEER., ARETEANSAEHIERZ .

A Al Artificial Intelligence (acronym).
Al A THEEE g )
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alarm system A system that sends an alarm
indicator for display when a critical deviation from
normal input/output conditions oecurs.

BERGE YEXHA/MERBEGREN. @S8R
& ECPNE S

ALGOL ALGOrithmic Language (acronym).
ALGOL &% HEEE (B .

algorithm A finite step-by-step procedure made up
.of mathematical and/or logical operations designed
to sulve a problem.

BiE s R R Bt E T HFHA, ‘REBMEH S
W M- RN, BPSBMITR, *

algorithmic The procedure of obtaining an end-
result through a planned nuinber of component
steps.

Wizl HALFEEE S HRGREGRNITH

alignment Adjustment of tolerances within the
mechanism of u device so that it will operate
smoothly and correctly.

W ERENHAN, BRFLMFETFR. .

all-in-one-microcomputer A computer system consisting
of major systems components—a central processing
unit, memory, inputfoutput interfaces, circuitry, disk
drives, cathode ray tube screen, and keyboard—all
within a single housing. Contrast with individual units
(see module) combined to become a total system.
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SA—RBBAEN B EERE R RERR L G
BLOEN R, g, BEEESH., CRTEHFE
MR, R A VLB R AL AR, HWE
AR ORI BEA RIS RE AL

AWM s WEBEKZF EX

siphanumeric Consisting of letters, punctuation
marks, numbers, and special characters.
FEHP Y BE RATS HTER G AT TARN,

Altes A manufacturer and distributor of perscnal
computers and business systems. .
AlOSDE - EAANIPHH R S R K HE) B

R

ALY Arithmetic and Legieal Unit facronym).
ALU L REHE B AN .

Ametican Standard Code for Information
Interchange {acvunym). Sve ASCIL

EREBRMTAE FOB LASCl
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A A/N Alphanumeric (acronym).
N FREFM (FE)

analog A representation of numerical quantities using

* continuously changing physical quantities as a
reference. For example, sound is a wave form whose
transition between loud and soft is a range of
continuous changes; each level merges with and
blends into the next.

B AEGELHmARMKEBERERKETR. A, &
E-HEHER, CABRNBMIERELE - THABEAN
AL, B-RBEHBAT %,

analog to digital (A/D). Changing or converting analog
{continuous) representations of some physical
quantity such as music into a form suitable for.
digital (separate, distinct) computer processing;

i.e., into a hinary system that is signitied by an on
or off electrical signal. See binary system.

WL SFFR) B/ BEEHER IE5E W
BUEARR, AEIHBEEESTHT AEL0. &
BMAD HENLAMER, IERABENRARBRES X
AR HEK. R H W R,

AND A Boolean operative (or connective) whose
definition is that the output is 1 only when both
inputs are 1. See Boolean Algebra.

5 —HAREERT (EHESET.HEXRE: RANBEA
WMAREH 1B, MBAN 1. RARKRE.

B ANSI American National Standards_Institute
(acronym). A committee that establishes standards for
data processing and computers.

ANSI 2EERFREFS (@R, T ARBLBATH
HHERENERS .. '

anthropomorphic image A figure of speech to describe
computers, computer procedures, and objects
- . controlled by computers, as though the computer
were a person.



