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ACQUAINTIEID

THE NEW. CO-WORKER

Mrs. Simmons, do you have a minute?

Certainly, Terry. :

I yust want you to meet Susan Peterson. She’ll be
taking over Jeffrey’s old job. Susan, this is Janet
Simmons, the head of our accounting division.
Pleased to meet you. S
How do you do. Did you start today?

Yes, I did. Terry has been kind enough to show me
around the office.

I'm sure you’ll like it here...

And your desk is over here. You’ll be using this
terminal. Eric, meet your new co-worker, Susan
Peterson. Susan, this is Eric Mckee.

Hi.

Hi.

Ernc can give you a hand with the computer untii
you get used to it. 1t’s different from the one you
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were using at Gowans’, isn’t it?

Susan: A bit. But I’'m sure it won’t take long to get the
hang of it.

Ericc  No problem. It doesn’t take long to learn the
ropes around here. It seems hke just yesterday
that I was a trainee myself...

Terry:  Oh, no, if Eric is going to start reminiscing, I
think I'll just move along.

Susan: (laughs) Thanks for all your help, Terry.

Terry:  Don’t mention it.

take over a job — fill a position after someone has left it

terminal — [ texwinl] computer terminal

co-worker — colleague, fellow worker

give you a hand — (colloquial) help you

get the hang of it — (colloquial) get used to it

learn the ropes— (colloquial) learn how things work

trainee — [trei ni:| one who is being trained for a job

reminisce — [remi’ nis] to indulge in reminiscence; recall to mind
of a long-forgotien experience or fact

1. Are these introductions formal or informal? Why are Janet and

Eric introduced differently?

Do you think Susan and Mrs. Simmons shook hands? Did Susan

and Eric shake hands? Why or why not?

3. What do you find differen! about the way foreigners
greet people and introduce 2uch other from the way people do
S0 in your culture?

b
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4. Are you good at remembering names and faces? What is a good
way to remerber someone’s name after an introduction?

5. In small groups, practice making varicus introductions in
different situations. Discuss levels of formality required. For

example:

(a) introduce fellow students to each other
(b) introduce a boss (or teacher) to your spouse
(c) introduce your family to a co-worker

Tenant 1;

Tenant 2:
Tenant 1:
~ Tenant 2:

Tenant 1:
Tenant 2:

Tenant 1:
Tenant 2:
Tenant 1:
Tenant 2:

Tenant 1:

Tenant 2;

TENANT TALK

(looking into his mailbox) Hmmph! Empty
again!

Better than what I have— bills, bills, bills.
Depressing, eh?

Hey, did you hear the talk about rent increases?
What, again?

That’s how it goes. The landlords have the
upper hand right now because of the low
vacancy rate.

Even if you can find another place-—with the
cost of moving and all—it’s better to stay put.
Trapped like rats in a cage...Maybe a couple of
laps around the track’ll make me feel better.
You jog?

Yeah. ['m off to the field house now.

‘Where’s that? I’ve been looking for an indoor

track for weather like this.
It’s at the sports centre on Main. You don’t need
a membersiip. You wanna come along and try



