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This Joint Venture is respectfully dedi-
cated to

The Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development of the United States of
America

Samuel R. Pierce, Jr.

The Minister of Urban and Rural Con-
struction and Environmental Protection
of the People’s Republic of China

Ye Rutang



EDITORS’ NOTE

The English-Chinese Glossary of Terms
in Housing, Urban Planning and Construc-
tion Management was one of the achieve-
ments of the Protocol on Cooperation between
the Chinese Ministry of Urban and Rura]
Construction and Environmental Protection
and the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development. It was published by
the U.S. side in 1987. Its publication has
aroused great interest in both the Chinese
and international building circles. In order
to satisfy the need of the Chinese readers,
the Chinese side, having gained the approv-
al of the U.S. side, has decided to publish
and distribute it in China. Since 1987,
changes have taken place in the names and
titles of many of the organizations and per-
sons involved on both sides. However, to
remain true to the past situation, no changes
have been made in this publication.



FOREWORD

The English-Chimese glossary of housing, ur-
ban planning, and construction management
terms is designed to help overcome language
barriers, to enhance mutual understanding, and
to facilitate future exchanges between the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the United States.
The project was undertaken under the Pr-
otocol on Cooperation between the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) of the United States and the Ministry
of Urban and Rural Construction and Envi-
ronmental Protection (MURCEP) of China.
This is but one of several protocols in differ-
ent fields under the U.S.-China Agreement
on Science and Technology. On the occasion
of the publication of the glossary, we would
like to express our sincere hope that this
work will serve as the cornerstone for future
efforts and that cooperation between the United
States and China will prove even more fruit-
ful in the years to come.

U.S.-China Program Co-Chairmen:

Ambassador Theodore R. Britton, Jr.
Assistant to the Secretary for
International Affairs

Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
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2 Abandonment [ Acceprance

Abandonment
In the United States, relinquishment by a land-
lord or owner-occupant of all rights and respon-
sibilities of ownership, including collection of
rents and provision of services to tenants. Aban-
donment frequently occurs in poor inner Ccity
areas with high crime rates.

Accelerated depreciation

In the United States, permission of the federal
government entitling a taxpayer to claim greater-
than-usual lecsses in the value of ingome-produ-
cing property for the vyears immediately after
purchase rather than depreciating the property
at a steady rate over its useful life. Tax authori-
ties allow this practice to encourage investment.
See also DEPRECIATION.

Acceptance of hidden subsurface work

in China, approval of portions of construction
work that will be covered up or otherwise in-
accessible when the project is completed, e.g.,
foundations, pilings and reinforcements in con-
crete. Thorough inspsction and accepiance is re-
quisite to undertaking further construction. See
also FINAL ACCEPTANCE.

Acceptance of work Subelen:cnts
In China, approval of certain defined subdivi-
sions of construction  work.,  Acceptance proce-
dures are usunlly carried out upon completion of
the main structural work in an crdinry project,
or upon completion of all work subeiements in a
key project, special project, or  project  employ-
ing innovative  teclhwiques. See also COM-
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4 Accepted | Access

PLETED ITEM, ACCEPTANCE OF HIDDEN
SURFACE WORK CONSTRUCTION WORK
ELEMENT, and FINAL ACCEPTANCE.

Accepted bid
in the United States, the bid or proposal ap-
proved by the owner or his representative as the
basis for a contract for the proposed construc-
tion. Sce also BID, CONTRACT AWARD, and
CONSTRUCTION CGST.

Accessory building
A building located on a lot and used for a pur-
pose related indirectly to that of the principal
building on the same lot, e. g., 2 garage or stor-
age shed. See also ACCESSORY USE.

Accessory housing
In the United States, a singie-family hocuse that
has been divided into self-contained units. While
tne pracffce is sometimes prohibited, many juris-
dictions are amending their regulations because
of the need for affordable housing.

Accessory use
In the United States, usc c¢f Jand or a secondary
building for purposes incidental to the primary
use of the same lot. Accessory uses are frequently
defined in zoning ordinances. See also ACCES-
SORY BUILDING, PERMITTED USE, and
ZONING. - | . -

Access right |
In the United States, right of a landowner to
pass {0 and from his / her land, usually by a
dedicated s‘reet or exsement across another land-
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6. Accreditationy Adaptive

owner’s property. See also EASEMENT and
RIGI-I'I'QF-WAY.

Accreditation
Official recognition of the competence of an edu-
cational institution or testing laboratory by a pub-
lic or private organization after evaluation accord-
ing to accepted criteria or standards. See also
'BUILDING MATERIAL TESTING and CERTI-
FICATION OF MATERIALS AND PRODUCTS.

Acquisition approval

In China, approval of land acquisition granted by
the urban planning administration in accordance
with the city’s master plan and detailed plan to
a development. organization for construction a-
greed to by the planning commission. Factors con-
sidered in approval decisions include the size, di-
mensions, and location of the site. See also LAND
ACQUISITION.

Activity analysis L
Studies of time and space patterns followed by
households, firms, and various other institutional
entities in conducting their affairs. Aciivity analy-
sis is potentially useful in spacial planning exer-

cises.

Adaptive re-use
The process of transforming an old struciure, usu-
ally eithet abandoned or underutilized, into
something quite different from the purpose for
which 1t was originally built, e. g., redesigning
an abandoned railroad station as a shopping mall.
Examples of adaptive re-use have become promi-
nent features in redevelopment areas of many U.S.
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8 Addendum/ Administrative
cities. See also URBAN R.EDEVELOPMENT.

Addendum

In the United States, a written or graphic instru-
ment issued prior to the execution of the con-
tract, modifyving or 1merpret.ng the bidding docu-
ments — inciuding drawmgs and specifications —
by additions, deletions, clarifications, or correc-
tions. As such, addenda become part of the con-
tract documents when the construction contract is
executed. See also BIDDING DOCUMENTS and
C _NTRACT DOCUMENTS.

Addition
Any construction that increases the floor area or
size of a building, such as an additional bed-
room, a porch, or an attached garage or carport.
See also BUILDING ALTERATION and HOME

IMPROVEMENT.

Adjustable rate mortgage (ARM)
In the United States, a new, complex form of
mortgage with a variable interesi rate linked to a
standard financial index. The rate variation may
affect the size of monthly paymenis, the term of
the loan, the outstanding balance of the loan, or
some combination of these elements. Mortgage
plans may have limitations on the size of the pe-

" riodic or cumulative interest charges or on the
permissible amount of changes in payments. Also
called a variable rate mortgage. See also MORT-

GAGE.

Administrative complex of a factory
In China, a group of buildings on a factory site,
containing administrative offices and health, li-
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