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Preface IR &

by Yan Chongnian

With the collective efforts of various levels; areas and walks of life, The Encyclo-
pedia of Chinese Cities and Counties has now been published.

This Encyclopedia is a reference book of scientific and knowledge value. China is a
lafge country with a long history, expansive territory, prosperous nationalitiess and
booming population. Chinese cities, including municipalites, cities of the prefecture
level, and cities of the county level, are the politicals economic, cultural and communi-
cative centers of the relevant areass while counties are the elemental units in the admi-
nistrative divisions of the whole country. Therefore, cities and counties are numerous,
and widely distributede To know the general conditions of the cities and counties is in
fact the basis for having a perception of the national state. However, for knowing the
citier and counties’ general conditions, the conventional local records and archives are
too complicated for handy-and daily references; while the existing relevant handbooks,
with many oversights and emissions in them, are too short and simple for an all-round
intelligence of the fielde Therefore, a reference book of moderate category is badly needed
to reflect the current information of these cities and counties. This Encyclopedia is
intended to serve as a colleétior_i of ali these cities and counties’ geographical locationss
historical evolutions, political and economic conditions, social and cultural conditions,
population and nationalities, communication and traffic, historic sites and scenic spots...
Thus readers will find it convenient to identify the basic parts of the whole and historical
developments of this country, and to broaden their knowledge about the places they
might be concerned about.lt is particularly valuable that many cities and counties have
provided up-to-date data for this Encyclopedia, either by doing field surveys or collecting
fresh material; as a result, many valuable social and cultural factors that could be em-

ployed and utilized have been included in the current Encyclopedia.

The Encyclopedia of Chinese Cities and Counties has collected entries of all the
2370 administrative cities and counties that had been established by December 3t of
1988, except for the cities and counties in Taiwan proviaces These cities and counties

are categorized as follows;
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cities counties total

municipalities...... 33 (district, Qi)

cities of the pre-
fecture level...... 183;
19363 2370
cities of the
county level......248;
(note: here district means the administrative units of the countv level, such as thesp
ccial areas, fo-est or industrial and mineral zones; rather than the districts under the

jurisdiction of administrative cities)

The main contents of this Encyclopedia include the city er county’s geographical
location, areas and agrarian fields, natural environment,historical evolution, population
and nationalities, admuinistrational division, mineral resources, social and economic
conditions; cultural, educational and health institutions, urban construction and commu-
nication, news and scientific and technological situatien, historic relics and scenic spots,
famous and distinctive productss and, finally the names of the current leaders of the
four important positions: the committee of the Communist Party’s local organizations,
the local government, the local People’s Congress, and the local Political Consultative
Conferenc>.This Encyclopedia is of great value for those who study Chinese historyshisiorical
geography, cultural relics and archacology, s ciology and economics, water conservancy
and tramsportation, national culturesand for those who are engaged in functional work
in the areas of economics, politics and law, culture and education, news reporting and
publication. Also, it will benefit thoss professions, departments and fields in developing

their internal and external, domastic and foreign, horizontal and vertical links.

Following is a brief introduction of the compilation of The Encyclopedia of Chinese
Citics and Counties:

I, sources: all the materials printed here were provided by the archive offices, or
by the governmental office of various cities and counties. Some of the drafts were provided
by the Party School in the relevant autonomous region, cities; or counties. All the
contributions, before being sent out, were checked and approved by the leaders concerned,
and stamped with the county or city official seal; or, in some cases, even approved by
the mayors or county magistrates in person.

2, statistical data. All the statistical data were directly drawn from the local
Statistical Bureaus; the specified time ic December 31 of 1988. Some indices were given
accommodation in termsof the specified time to meet the requirement of diverzent circums-

tancese The data quoted were mostly from first-hand sources, and approved by the
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authorities concerned, thus detailed and reliable.

3, layout of the cosmpilation,; In order tc have a unified writing aad layout of all
the entries-a standard sample entry was sent to the contributors. However, the final
accumulation of entries was as many as or more than two thoucand; and the entries
were written by thousands of persons. It is obviously difficult to strictly wunify the
writing and layout of all the estries, and differences are reasonably tolerated. The
final publication, fcrtunately, meets the requiremcrets of a basically unified layout,

4, the sequence of the arrangement: All the cities and counties included here in this
Encyclopedia are arranged according to the «The Brief Handbook of the Administrative
Division of People’s Republic of China® of 1989. In addition, indices of Chinese cities
and counties follow the full text, thus making it convenient {or the readers to consult.

5, replenished contributions: Several cities and counties did not answer, for reasons
unknown, our annourcement to solicit contributions; not even after repeated requests and
urging. On such occasions, replenished contributions or eatries written by other authors
were organized to make the compilation as complete as possible. Should there be some
shortcomings in these replenished entries, we hope the cities or counties concerned will
excuse us for the compelled option.

6, limits on the length of contributions for entries: In order to make the entries
appropriately equal in length, we set limits for ihe maximum lengihs; which, generally,
are 1200 characrers for counties, 1500 characters for cities of the county level, 2000
ckaracters for cities of the prefecture level, and, finally, 3000 characters for munici-
palities, The contributions we received from various cities and counties are basically in
accordance with the set limits, with few exceptional contributions, which were accordingly
shortened,

During the compilation of the Encyclopzdia, the Press of the Party Scheool of
CCCPC, leaders and comrades of many cities and counties, gave ardent assistance to
the work. Geng Li, Editor in Chiefl of the Press of the Party School of CCCPC, Ye
Zuoyings Deputy Editor in Chief, supplied great help and guidaace durine the process
of the editing and publication. Acknowledgements should also he given to Liu Yangming,
head of the editing group of the General Editing Office of the Press of the Par-ty School
of CCCPC; Chen Baoqun, editor of the Office of the Presss Yan Jihe, Editor in Chief
of the editorial committec of the magazine €Studies and Research® published by Beijing
municipal committee of CCCPC;Song Junling, associate research fellow of the Institutes
of Urban Studies of Beijing Academy of Social Sciences; Xu Yumin, assistant researcher
of the above Institutes Li Yun and He Mei of the above Academy; Yuedeng Pingcuo,
a comrade of the Party School of the Tibetan Autonomous Regions Zhou Quankui, a
member of the standing committee of the Provincial Archive Office in Zhejiang Provinces
Zhao Yude, a comrade of the Local Records Office of Kunming City of Yunnan Province;

Tao Wanzhu, a comrade of the Archive Office in Xinin City of Qinghkai Province;

8



sincere gratitude is given to comrade Han Shouchang of the Xinjiang Class in the
Training Depurtment of the Party School of the CCCPC for his industrous work in
soliciting the contributions from the Xinjiang Autonomous Region. In replenishing the
contributions, materials were quoted from various relevant books and referenmcess

acknowledgements were also given to the authors of such books; and, Please allow us not

to list these books and authors.
Gratitude 1s also extended to Mr Tian Fu, the director of China Academy of

Management, who wrote a foreword to the current publication.

Oct. 1990, Beijing



Foreword

Tian Fu

As a result of the common efforts and successful ccoperation of its editorial b ard,
the Press of the Pariy School of CCCPC, and of the comrades in other fields, The
Encyclopedia of Chinese Cities and Counties has finally beem published, and is now

available to the great reading public, a very significant accomplishment,

Counties are the most elemental units in the local system of administration of
China. Enjoying the longest history of more than two thousand years, such administra-
tive units of counties made its first appearance in the Spring and Autumn Period (770-
476, B. C. ) and the Warriag States Period (475 221, B. C, ) in China. As the most
basic administrative units, counties are fairly stable in the conventionally organized
system, and are directly connected to the grass-roots inhabitants. During the West Han
dynasty, there were more than one tkousand counties all over the country. After two
thousand years’ development, the number of counties are now fixed at two thousand,
China, a country of many minority nationalities, practices a policy of regional rational
autonomy. Under the present system, there are more than on= hundred n-tional
autonomous counties, qi» and autonomous q1. In contrast, Chinese cities, as local units
in the administrative otganization svstem, are much younger. The earlies: administrative
cities were established in the early twenties of this century for instance, 1925 saw th-
establishment of th: city of Giaagzhou 1927 the city of Nanjings and 1928 ihe special
city of Peipinge There were altogether some sixty-nine administrative cities in the

whole country of China toward the late 1940s.,

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China,* especially followinz the
convening of the taird plenary session of the 1ith CCCPC, there has been & rapid
deveiopment in the organizational system of adminictrative cities in Chinas the main
reasons for this development are the economic structural changes focused on the reforms
of urban economies, the resultant lasting ecomomic growth» and the followinz fast
increase of non-agrarian population in Chinesc cities and towns. Looking at rthe vear

1988 for example, there was an increase of 53 in the tolal number of Chinese
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administrative citiess and the increase was realized mainly by removiag counties and
establishing new cities to take their places. Thus the whole country had, by the end
of 1988, 434 administrative cities. Chinese cities are classified, according to their
differeat position in the country’s administrative system of organization, into three
categnries; municipalities that are directly under the Central Government (th-ee in
number) , cities ol the prefecture level (163 ‘n number) , and cities of the county level
(256 in number) . The total number, 434, includes 12 cities with their finances
independent of their locating provinces” financial plan. The three municipalities that are
directly under the Central Government are Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai;  which
altogether have 35 districts and 23 counties under their jurisdiction. The cities of the
prefecture level are under the jurisdiction of their existent provinces, or national
autoiomous regions. S'nce the year 1983, there "has been a step-by-step practice of
emerging cities and prefectures, and the system of cities managing counties under their
jurisdiction has been gradually established. This system covers a growing area in recent
yearss By the end of the year 1988, the whole country had altogether 2370 administra-
tive cities and counties (includ'ng qi and special economic areas ) , exclud'ng the
statistics of the province of Taiwan.

The Encyclopedia of Chinese Cities and Counties has been compiled with each and
every city and county as individual entriess Each entry, generally, holds the «city or
county’s geographic location, area, administrative division, population, nationalities,
natural conditions, historical evolution,econsomic resources and consstruction, famous and
special products, cultural, educational, scieatific and technological institutions and
coaditions, health and sport institutions, urban construction and public traffic facilities,
historical relics and scenic spotss» resources for tourism» and the mnames of current
leaders holding the four important positions in this city or county: the committee of the
local o-zanization of the communist party, the local government, th: People’s Congress at
the local level,and,the Political Consultative Conference. Most of the entries were written
by the staff ia the various city and county archival offices, with the great assistance of
the curcent city or county leaders. Some entries were carefully checked and approved by

the local leaderss therefore, the information here provided is fresh, dztailed,and reliable,

Chinese cities and counties cover the entire territory of 9.6 million sg. kilometers of
China. Thus, the genzral conditions of these cities and countiess to a great extent,
reflect the basic state of the whole country. The current Encyc'opedia, concequently,
is not only an informational, and authoritative reference book conceining Chinese cities
and counties, but also an important guide to the better understanding of the basic
national conditionss and it can serve educational purpose in the light of patriotism. It
is of great practical valuz for the current organizations of the Party, goverament,

People’s Congress, DPolitical Consultative Conference and administrations in  various
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provinces,  municipalities, cit es and countiess Also, it is highly useful for work in
archivess libraries; ecomomic and trade organizations, scientific and educational
institutions, industrial and communicative entities, politics and law, urban coastruction
and manage ments news reporting and publication, and tourism.lt surelv can help the
cities and counties included here in promoting one avother’s understanding and
cooperation, hence accelerating the horizontal links among them, For teachers aund
students, this Encyclopedia could bring about an educational effect in providing the
necessary knowledge about the general pictures local advantages and special features
of various places in China. Accordingly, it is helpful to enable foreign friends to have
an inclusive view of all the places 0 ou- country, The great reading public will surely
find in the Encyclopedia, that economic and other conmstructions have indeed taken long
strides in development, and the living standards of the broad masses of the people have
indeed been raised to a mew higher level, which is the result of the Party’s basic line
to put economic construction at the central place, to stick to the four cardinal principles
and reforms and open-door policy. And a new, broad horizon has been opened up for
all these cities and countiess I believe, this Encyclopedia will no doubt become very
popular with and welcomed by the great reading public.

Taiwan province is an integral part of China. It is really a thousand pities that
the cities and counties in Taiwan province are, for the time being, absent from this

publication, 1 am fully convinced that one day this will not be the case.

Oct. l) 1990
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