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1. American Mannets‘? and

Customs(2? 1

My young friends:

P’m very glad to have the chance of making
your acquaintance®. This chance, I can as-
sure® you, is something most other Americans are
cagerly® looking forward to®. The Chinese
people, especially the younger generation®, I
believe, are also trying to find more and more
friends on the other side of the Pacific Ocean. This
trend® is good for both nations — for the deve-
lopment of friendly relations between the two
countries. Therefore, it is my pleasure and good
fortune to be able to contribute® something to
all this by sharing®® with you the little bit of
knowledge of English, and of our history and geo-
graphy and a few other things about my country
which you may find interesting. T would provide
you with some information® about the Ameri-
can people — about the way they live, the things
they like and those they dislike, and their manners
and customs. I will also talk about some problems
that we are facing back at home. These topics
will be dealt with in a series of lectures. Today,
in my first lecture, I'd like to talk about manners
and customs,



1 Hi3 Folks

I believe the first thing you ought to know about
American customs is how introductions are made
in the United States. A great difference bet-
ween American social customs and those of other
countries lies in the way in which names are used.
Most Americans don’t like using Mr., Mrs. or
Miss. . They find these terms too formal. -In
the United States, people of all ages may prefer to
be called by their first names. For -example,
one may say, “My name is Wilson — James
Wilson, Call me James.” “Glad to meet you.
I'm Miller. But call me Paul.” “How do you
do?”. “How do you do?” Sometimes the la-
dies that you first meet will also say, “Don’t call
me Mrs. Smith, just call me Sally.” -

:+ So, as you can see, using only first sames usual-
ly indicates friendliness. Very often, introduc-
tions are made using both first and last names;
for .example *Mary Smith, -this is John: Jones,”
In. this situation, you are free to decidc_'-whethe_r
to:call the lady. “Mary” or:*“Miss Smith”. - Some-
times:both of you will begin a conversation using
family names, that is, surnames®: Mr. Smith,
Miss White, and after a while one or both: of you
may begin using first names instead.  Of course,
foreigners who come to thé States may feel uncom-
- fortahle wsing only first names, For them: it. is
quite acceptable® to be more formal. - You just
smile and say, “Excuse my being formal when

A 2 -



thesting new friends. £ = accustomed (old
it. After a while I'll use first names toc.”

So, if your American friends do not use your
jast names ov titles®® that really doesn’t mean
any lack of respect. They are used to being
informal. I can give you another example of
their informality@®, Yesterday, some mem-
bers of ann American delegation and [ came across
a feww American tourists here in Shanghat. One
of the tourists asked, “Hi folks®?, where from?”
“Los Angeles”, answered one delegate®®, So
you can see how informal we are,

2 How Titles are Used

In addition to Mr., Mrs. and Miss, therc is onc
more term, Ms®®  whieh is becoming more and
more popular in the United States. Ms is used
either for a married or unmarried woman. So
when you are not certain whether to call the lady
“Miss” or “Mrs.” you may just call her Ms.
But be sure that the four terms, Mr., Mrs., Miss
and Ms, are followed by the last names.

When you first meet an American and want to
be respectful, you can always use “sir” or ‘“ma-
dam” in place of their names. The person you
address©® will probably realize that you are not
sure of the proper title to use and will .help you
by telling you the correct term. However, you’ll
find formal titles very seldom used in the United
States, exceptin some special accupations®? —
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