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Unit 1

A. Miss Evans, of Boston, America
(A true story of the ship Titanic)

Be prepared to answer the following questions after the first reading;
of the passage.
1. Who was Miss Evans?
2. What happened to the new big ship Titanic?
3. Facing the sinking of the Titanic, why did Miss Evans go
back to the ship from the life-boat?
4. Did Miss Evans survive the shipwreck?

On a beautiful afternoon, in a year now long gone, a big ship
set out on its first journey from England to America. It was a new
ship called the Titanic'.

Men worked day and night to build this great ship. Everything
in it was new and clean and well made. Hundreds of people were in
the ship. Some were rich, and they had beautiful rooms high up in
the ship. Poorer people were in another part of the ship, not so high
up and nearer to the water-line.

For two days the Titanic went on its way over the sea.
Everyone in it was happy. It was very cold, but there was sun all
day, and inside the ship it was not cold at all. Then, the next
night, it got colder and colder.



People asked “Why is it so cold? {t’s not a very cold time
of the year. 7 The answer was this. When water gets very cold, it
gets hard. This is called “ice” . When it gets hard, it makes very
big, hard pieces called “icebergs” . A part of an iceberg shows on
top of the water, but there is a lot more of it under the water. This
part of it cannot be seen. In the cold time of the year, the icebergs
stay in the cold part of the sea. Later in the year when it is not so
cold, the icebergs break up and move about all over the sea. When
there are a lot of them, this is called an “ice-field” . The Titanic
was moving into an ice-field.

All ships have a man in the highest part of the ship to see
everything on the water. He is called the “look-out” man. He can
see another ship, or anything else on the water before anyone else
can.

The “look-out” man on the Titanic saw the icebergs coming
nearer. There was not very much light, but he could just see them.

He called to other men and just then something hit the side of
the ship. Very soon after that, the Titanic stopped. But it could not
get away from the icebergs. One of them came slowly nearer and
nearer. Then the bottom part of the iceberg hit the bottom part of
the Titanic. It made a very big hole in the ship, and the water
began to come inside.

Everyone was told to come out of their rooms and go up to the
top part of the ship. People did as they were told, quickly and
quietly. But some of them did not understand. “ What has
happened? ” they asked. “Why have we stopped?”

Men were putting the lifeboats over the sides of the ship, down

into the water. Then all the men helped the women and children to
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get into the lifeboats.

Some of the children lost their mothers. Some of the women
lost their men and their children. It was very cold, and there was no
light, except the light from the ship. People could hear the water
coming higher and higher up inside the ship. Then, all at once, the
lights went out.

There was not very much time left. The iceberg was on one
side of the ship. It was like a high, white wall.

A woman came to the side of the ship. Her two children were
in one of the lifeboats, and she was very afraid.

The lifeboat was just moving away from the ship. There was no
more room in it. The woman called to the people in the lifeboat.

“Oh! please, please make a place for me, " she said. “My
children are in the lifeboat. I must go with them. ”

“There’ s no more room,” someone called out. “If we take one
more the lifeboat will go down under the water. Everyone will be
lost. ”

“I must go with my children! ” cried the poor woman. “You
must take me!”

Her children heard her calling out. They began to cry.
“Mother! Mother!” they called. They were very afraid.

There was a young woman in the lifeboat called Miss Evans.
Very little is known about her. She was not married, and she came
from Boston, in America. She was going home to Boston. That is
all we know about Miss Evans. We do not even know her first
name.

Miss Evans heard the woman calling to her children. She stood

up in the lifeboat and touched one of the men on the arm.
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“Let me go back to the ship, ” she said. “Let that woman take
my place. I have no children. I am not married. ”

“The ship will go down,” said the man. “You know that?”

“Yes,” said Miss Evans quietly, “I know that. ”

There was no time to talk. People helped Miss Evans to get
back to the ship. Then they helped the children’ s mother to get
down into the lifeboat. The lifeboat moved away from the ship.
Very soon after that, there was a great noise, and the “Titanic”
went down under the water.

Some hours later, a ship called the Carpathia®* came to help.
Some people were still in the water; others were in the lifeboats.
They were all nearly dead from the cold. The Carpathia saved
everyone still alive. But it did not save Miss Evans. No one ever saw
her again.

I[f you speak about Miss Evans in Boston today, not many
people can remember her name. But she was one of the great women
of America.

[E%]

1. the Titanic: in April 1912, the great ship, the Titanic, sank on her first
voyage with heavy loss of life while sailing across the North Atlantic. %
HRESHH: V240, XENFHEER “RHEBR" 5, B
HEEEATEAMAY, AHEAFZSMHEE BRI,
B, T BN R Bk VI 1500 ABES KRR,

2. the Carpathia: B/R BT S M,

LRI

iceberg  a large, floating mass of ice ( broken off a glacier) moving in the

sea. okl



ice-field  a continuous sheet of floating ice. ZKJR

lifeboat  a small emergency boat carried on a ship for use in case the ship is

in danger of sinking, is on fire, etc. ¥4 #

look-out  watchful WK, TEH

[431]

I.
1.

Reading Comprehension Questions

A big ship called the “Titanic” set out on its
a. first crossing of the Pacific

b. first crossing of the Atlantic

c¢. second journey from England to America

. The Titanic was moving

a. into an iceberg
b. into an ice-field

¢. towards an ice island

. When the icebergs were found,

a. the Titanic stopped to let them go by
b. the ship tumed immediately and avoided hitting them

c. the ship hadn’t enough time to turn away from them

. A young woman called Miss Evans went back to the ship

a. to look for her own children
b. to make room for a mother

c. because she thought the lifeboat was also dangerous

. This story happened

a. recently
b. years ago

c. a long time ago

II. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1.

When the Titanic was on its way, the weather was not very cold.

5



. The “lookout” man, staying in the highest part of the ship, was the eyes

of the ship, because he could see everything on the water.

. A woman was very afraid because her children were alone in a lifeboat, in

which there was no more room for her.

. The Carpathia came to help hours later, and saved everyone still alive

including Miss Evans.

. The Titanic went down under the water.

B. The Titanic Is Sinking'

Be prepared to answer the following questions after the first reading

of the passage.
l.

2.
3.

. How many people lost their lives?

What kind of ship was the Titanic?
Were there enough lifeboats for everyone in the ship?
Why were the women and children asked to get into the boats

first?

“The ship is sinking. Put on your life-jackets. Get ready to

leave the ship. ”

All the people on the Titanic soon had news. Passengers left

their rooms. Some put coats over their night clothes. Some took a

few oranges and left boxes of money. Some took a book to read.

They made little noise as they went above.

The sailors started to get the lifeboats ready. There were

sixteen boats: eight on each side. Four were near the front. And
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