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m [ What Is a Verb?]

A verb tells us about an action, an activity, a process, a state of being, or a state
of mind. Ordinary verbs are called main verbs.

Whyshoo Town is an English library.

Jackie feels much happier now.

I forgot that it was your birthday.

Shawn owned several model motorbikes.

A main verb is sometimes called a “doing word”. A special group of verbs are called
auxiliary verbs. These,can be put together with main verbs.

I am thinking. \_//};%

She has seen the »;guj%%ady.

David can share it wil %
We might need to get help Aaqu
/@ 7]
XX

Main verbs >’\

These are the verbs that we use to %ﬁe actions and states. Most of the verbs in
English are main verbs. They are also ¢ % verbs. Main verbs are divided or
)

classified in several ways;

< according to whether they refer to states %

[ can really taste the herbs in this omelette.

This scarf belongs to me.

He hates losing.

She always liked boats and sailing.

[ already feel that I have known you for ages.

% or according to whether they refer to actions

Some children were kicking a ball around in the field.
We were running across the football field.

For six hours, Leo drove across open desert.



£ FBEFDEAN ——— o it

< into regular and irregular verbs according to the spelling of their forms
regular: talk, talks, talking, talked, talked.
irregular: swim, swims, swimming, swam, swum;
go, goes, going, went, gone.
% according to whether or not they are followed by an object
That is, whether they are tranmsitive or intransitive.
Everyone in Whyshoo Town can read.
We both read the same newspaper.
Don’t shout in the library.
We both ran away.
Sue found a pond.
I saw my cousin on Wednesday.

Auxiliary verbs

These verbs are used in combination with main verbs in order to allow us to talk about
different times or periods of time, different degrees of completion, and different amounts of
certainty or doubt. There are several types of auxiliary verbs. The primary auxiliaries help
express time, and the modal auxiliaries help to express certainty and doubt.

® [ The Verb Phrase )

Sentences consist of a number of paris, using different parts of speech. One of these is
the verb phrase which includes the main verb and may have auxiliary verb to go with it. In a
sentence, you usually put the verb phrase immediately after the subject. When a verb phrase
consists of a single word, it is called a simple verb. Many verb phrases in English are made
by combining an auxiliary verb and a main verb.

The new nurse came in.

Jack uses her skateboard quite a lot.

We had finished.

Andy was reading a new novel.

Alice is riding someone else’s horse.

B [ Direct and Indirect Objects ]

The object of a sentence ( if there is one) normally comes after the verb phrase. Whether
there is an object or not depends on the meaning of the verb. For example, if you want to talk
about what someone is doing, you might say, “She is writing” , but if you want to talk about
the point of the activity, you might say,“She is writing a book” .

She was riding.

She was riding her horse.

Erica was writing.

Erica was wniting a letter.
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An object that follows a verb like this is called the direct object.
Rory found a pen.
Our cat doesn’t like milk.

Some verbs also have another sort of object called an indirect object. An indirect object
names the person for or to whom something is done. It is usually needed with verbs like give,
find and owe. For example, with give, we need to name both the thing that is given and the
person it is given to.

Millie owes Max 15 pounds.

Eva gave me a box of chocolates.

Lucy bought her rabbit some more food.

m [ Transitivity ]

Some verbs must always take a direct object, while some never take a direct object.
Others sometimes take one and sometimes don’t, depending on the meaning. When a verb has
an object, it is called a transitive verb. They are often connected with; physical objects
(build, catch, sell, wear) ; senses (feel, hear) ; feelings (enjoy, frighten, hate, surprise) ;
facts or ideas ( believe, forget, include) ; or people (blame, convince, persuade, please).

Robin bought a magazine.

I don't like rap music.

When it does not have an object, it is called an intransitive verb. These often refer to
existence (appear, die, live) ; the human body ( ache, blush, smile) ; human noises ( cough,
cry, snore, speak); light, smell, or vibration ( glow, sparkle, throb); or position of
movement (arrive, fall, go, run, stand, wait).

Leo fainted.

Soon , everyone was shouting.

Some verbs may be either transitive or intransitive.
Jackie was reading (a letter) .
Andy was drawing (a picture ).

When a verb has both an indirect and a direct object, it is called a ditransitive verb.
Amy owes Mark ten pounds.

Stephen gave me some flowers.

Millie bought her hamster a new cage.

Some verbs must have an adverbial as well as a direct object, for example to specify
a place.

He placed the parcel on the chair.

She put the umbrella in a corner.

..........
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m [ Reflexive Verbs]

Transitive verbs are used with a reflexive pronoun to indicate that the object is the same

as the subject.
I hurt myself.

The reflexive pronouns:

Person Singular Plural
st myself ourselves
2nd yourself yourselves
3rd masculine himself themselves
3rd feminine herself themselves
3rd neuter itself themselves
general : . oneself

Reflexive pronouns are used:
% when the speaker or writer is referring to an action that he or she has caused to happen

and of which he or she is also the object

I cut myself with the carving knife.

Sometimes I just don’t like myself very much.

% when the direct object or prepositional object of a sentence has the same reference as
the subject

John looked at himself.

John taught himself to play the guitar.

The reflexive form oneself can be used to refer to people in general.
The first rule is not to take oneself too seriously.
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Oneself can also be used as a substitute for the 1st person singular. If it is used like
this, the subject pronoun should be one. This is not common in normal direct speech.

One asks oneself whether it is worth the bother.

One owes it to oneself to do something worthwhile.

Some verbs take a reflexive pronoun only in particular uses of the verb.
King introduced himself.
The cat washed itself.

You can leave out the reflexive pronoun if it is obvious that the subject was performing the
action of the verb on himself or herself.
Jeremy washed and dressed , then went out.

When a preposition is followed by a pronoun, the pronoun is normally in the object form.
They all looked at him in silence.

If that pronoun refers to the subject of the main verb, however, it must be a
reflexive pronoun.
She looked at herself in the mirror.

The reflexive can be used to make something you say stronger. To make a strong point,
we sometimes use a normal subject or object pronoun and a reflexive pronoun as well.

He told me himself that he was leaving.

l'll do it myself.

The reflexive can also be used with or without by meaning “alone” or “without help”.
[ think you should try and do it yourself.
Did she do that all by herself?

m [ Reciprocal Verbs )

Some verbs are used for talking about actions that involve two people doing the same thing
to each other. These verbs are sometimes called “reciprocal” verbs.

We met in Delhi.

They hugged.

The two people involved in the action are often mentioned as the plural subject of the
verb, and the verb does not have an object. For example, “John and Mary argued” means
that John argued with Mary and Mary argued with John.

We competed in a race.

Their children are always fighting.
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When you want to show that both people are equally involved, you can use the pronouns
each other or one another as the object of the verb. Verbs that are used for talking about
actions in which there is physical contact between people are often used with each other or
one another.

We chatted with each other.

They fought one another desperately for it.

They touched one another.

Some verbs do not take an object, so you use a preposition before each other or
one another.

They parted from each other after only two weeks.

We talk to one another as often as possible.

With some verbs you have a choice of preposition before each other or one another. For
example, you can fight with one another or fight againsi one another.

Many countries are competing with each other. '

Did you compete against each other in yesterday's race?

Stephen and I parted with one another on good terms.

They parted from one another quite suddenly.

With some verbs, you can only use with before each other or one another. Note that most
of these verbs are used for talking about people talking or working together.

We do agree with each other sometimes.

Have they communicated with each other since then?

The two lorries collided with one another on the motorway.

m [ Linking Verbs]
Some verbs are followed by a complement rather than an object. These verbs are called

linking verbs:

appearbebecmneﬁeelgetgomkeeplbu’k
‘prbvémhuieem'smell m&'%ﬁ&ymm

The subject complement is a word or phrase that tells us more about the subject.
Alan is a nice person.

Rajiv is a nurse.

Alison seems very happy.

That’s it !

The subject complement is linked to the subject by a verb, and the order is.
subpct o2 verb + subject collplemm‘.
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Subject complements can be noun phrases, pronouns, adjectives, or even prepositional

phrases.

Most adjectives can be used after a group of verbs that includes: appear, be, become,
look , seem, smell, taste, etc. An adjective that is used in this position is called a predicative
adjective and it is functioning as a complement.

The tickets seemed expensive , but the show was excellent.

These little cakes are delicious.

Soon afterwards , Patrick became ill.

Jackie appeared friendly enough when I first met her.

Less frequently, we find an object complement. The object complement tells us more
about the direct object. It relates directly to the object and is placed after it. Verbs that can
take an object complement with their direct object include make, call, and appoini. The word

order is:
subject + verb + direct object + object complement.
Peter’s phone call made Maureen happy.

She called me a fool.
They appointed him Director.

® [ Irregular Verbs]
Irregular verbs are verbs that do not form the past simple tense and the past participle
by adding -ed to the base form.

The three main groups of irregular verbs
< In Group A, the base form, the past simple and the past participle are the same:

1 the base form put

2 the present simple puts

3 the past simple put

B the present participle putting

5 the past participle put

Group A

bet cut let shed ~ spread

~ burst hit put shut thrust
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% In Group B, the past simple and the past participle have the same form:

1 the base form buy

2 the present simple buys

3 the past simple bought

4 the present participle buying

5 the past participle boughi

Group B-1

Base Form Past Form Base Form Past Form

bend bent hang hung
bind bound have had
bleed bled hear heard
bring brought keep kept
build built kneel knelt
buy bought lay laid
catch caught make made
find found say said

Some of these verbs have alternative spellings for the past participle :

Group B-2(The past form may be either a or b. )

Base Form Past Form(a,b) Base Form Past Form(a.b)

smelt, smelled
spelt, spelled
spilt, spilled
spoilt, spoiled

burnt, burned
dreamt, dreamed
leant, leaned

learnt, learned

& In Group C, the base form, the past simple, and the past participle all have different

forms :
1 the base form go
2 the present simple goes
3 the past simple went
4 the present participle going
5 the past participle gone
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Group C
Base Form Past Form Base Form Past Form

arise arose arisen ring rang rung
awake awoke  awoken rise rose risen
bear bore borne saw sawed sawn
begin began  begun see saw seen
bite bit bitten shake shook shaken
blow blew blown show showed shown
break broke broken shrink shrank shrunk
fly flew flown strive strove striven
give gave given take took taken
know knew known throw threw thrown
ride rode ridden write wrote written

m [ Auxiliary Verbs]

An auxiliary verb is a verb that is used together with a main verb.

Be and have are the primary auxiliaries.

% Be is used to make the present continuous and the past continuous.
I am working.

Rob is using the computer.

We were all wondering about thai.

Kevin was teaching in America in 1985.

% Be is also used to make the passive.

These books are sold in supermarkets.

Martin was arrested and held overnight.

< Have is used to make the present perfect and the past perfect.
Stephen has finished fixing the car.

George and Alice have seen the show already.

Amanda had already eaten when we arrived.

They had not expected to see us there.

Do is the supporting auxiliary. It is used in forming negatives, questions, and
emphatic statements.

I do not like sausages at all.

Do you like prawns?

You do like prawns, don’t you?



