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It is a great pleasure for me to be able to contribute to the vol-
ume that is before you now. Mr. Wu deserves great praise for
bringing together this collection of interviews on various aspects of
the modern library profession — ranging from preservation to man-
agement and from acquisitions policy to document delivery.

Mr. Wu’s approach has been very effective. By having these
in-depth interviews with international library leaders in Australia,
the United States of America, France and others, he has succeeded
in bringing to the fore the elements that concern the present genera-
tion of Chinese library professionals.

IFLA, being concerned with international cooperation and mu-
tual understanding in all fields of library activity, is very pleased
that these international views now become available to readers all
over China. Since this book will be presented during the 62nd Gen-
eral IFLA Conference in Beijing ( August 1996), it is important to
stress that this meeting is intended to contribute to the reverse
process: namely, making professionals from abroad aware of the
developments in China.

This collection forms an excellent example of the adage ” the
sum is more than the collection of its constituent parts”. As a
whole, this book puts before you a comprehensive view of a group
of leading international professionals. Their views, in turn, are
based on their individual careers and in these interviews they share
their combined experiences with their Chinese colleagues.

| consider this work to be an important addition to the existing
professional literature in our field in Chinese. | commend it to every
librarian and information specialist that is active in our field and
wants to broaden his national and international horizon.

A Vi

Leo Voogt
Secretary General IFLA
1 July 1996
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