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Unit 1 .

Introductory talk:

This course is to help you develop your listening com-
prehension and oral skills. If you have studied English for a
couple of years, and have a vocabulary of more than 1,000
words, you will have little difficulty in following this course.
We will try to teach by radio so that more people can benefit
from our help. The material can aiso be used in colleges, es-
pecially in a language lab. We can hope to get good result if
sufficient time and energy can be put into it.

When you listen to this programme, we hope you will
practise with us. Repetition is very important in learning
English. By repeating after the teacher, you can notonly
learn the right pronunciation and intonation but can also
deepen your impression and remember the content better.
At the same time, we hope you will record everything on a
cassette tape so that you will be able to practise afterwards
with its help. For half an hour’s programme, you will proba-
bly have to practise for two or three hours in order to
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consolidate what you have learnt.

In class we will concentrate on practice. Explanations
are given in the attached notes at the end of the book. We al-
so offer Chinese translation for texts, dialogues and short
passages there. It might be desirable for students to go over
the material before they come to listen to the programme.

Memory work is always important for a language learn-
er. We hope you will listen to the tape many times, some-
times even dozens of times, until you know the material so
well as to be able to retell it. Retelling is a very efficient way
of learning English, especially when you are studying by
yourself. Practice makes perfect. The more practice you
have, the better you will be able to speak the language. It is
of course hard work to practise. But no pains, no gains.
There is no royal road to success. You must be prepared to
do painstaking work if you are to get good resulit.

1. Work on texts:

(Listen to the texts attentively and repeat after us. After
class, listen to the recording many times and practise after it
until you know the texts so well that you can reproduce them
orally without looking at the book.)

(A)
Rose White
My name is Rose White. I live near York. I’'m a nurse. I
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work for a young doctor. He’s very nice and he’s a very good
doctor, but I don’t like the job very much.

My sister is called Mary. She’s married with two
children, a girl and a boy. She lives in a house near London.
She teaches in a big school in the north of London. She likes
her job very much.

——adapted from Opening Strategies

(B)
Sylvana

Hello, I'm Sylvana. I'm Italian. I'm from Milan. This is
my class at the Tower Language School. It’s a small class,
but it’s nice. We're in Class 5. The students aren’t all from
Italy. They’re from Spain, France, Germany, Japan, and
China. My friend, Sabine, is French. She’s from Paris. She’s
a new student, but her English is very good. Mr. Brown, the
teacher, is from Manchester. He’ s very nice and polite. He's
a very good teacher, and we're very good students!

——adapted from Opening Strategies

2. Questions and answers:
(A)
1) Who's Rose White?
(She’s a nurse.)
2) Where does she live?
(She lives near York.)



3) Where does she work? Does she work in a hospital?
(No, she doesn’t. She works for a young doctor.)
4) Is the doctor very nice?
(Yes, he is. And he’s a very good doctor.)
5} Does Rose like her job?
(No, not very much.)
6) What's her sister called?
(She’s called Mary.)
7) Is she married?
(Yes, she is and has two children.)
8) Where does Mary live?
(She lives in a house near London.)
9) What does she do?
(She’s a teacher.)
10) Where does she teach?
(She teaches in a big school in the north of
London.)
11) Does she like her job?
(Yes, she likes her job very much.)

(B)
1) Is Sylvana British?
(No, she’s Italian.)
2) Which city is she from?
(She’s from Milan.)
3) Where is she now?
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(She’s in London.)
4) Does she work there?
(No, she studies there, at a language school in
London.)
5) Which class is she in?
(She’s in Class 5.)
6) Isit a big class?
(No, it’s a small one.)
7) Are the students all from Italy?
(No, they’re from various countries, they’re from
Spain, France, Germany, Japan and China.)
8) What’s the name of Sylvana’s friend?
(It’s Sabine.)
9) Is she an Italian girl?
(No, she is French. She’s from Paris.)
10) Does she speak English? -
(Yes, she speaks good English.)
11) Who's their teacher?
(Mr. Brown is.)
12) Where’s he from?
(He's from Manchester.)
13) Is he a nice man?
(Yes, he’s nice and polite.)
14) Is he a good teacher?
(Yes, he’s a very good teacher.)



3. Work on dialogues:
(Listen to the dialogues and repeat after us. We'll read

them two times. After that we’ll ask you to do translation
from Chinese into English as if you were our interpreters.)

> W

v > >
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(A)
Good morning.
Good morning.
And what’s your name, sir?
Roberts.
Roberts. Are you David Roberts?
No, I'm not. I'm Paul Roberts.
Ah, yes. Here’s your name. Mr. Paul Roberts.
Y our room number is 202.
Thank you.
Here’s your key, Mr. Roberts.
Thank you.

(B)
Hello. Are you here for the video conference?
Yes, we are. And you?
Yes,Iam.
That’s nice. I'm Peter (Brown) and this is Ruth
(Lake).
Hi. Pleased to meet you.
Paul! Come and meet these people. Paul, this is Peter
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and Ruth. They’re here for the conference, too.
D: How do you do?
B: How do you do?

——adapted from Opening Strategies

4. Drills:
(Now let’s do some drills. First we’ll show you how to
do it. While listening to us, you can repeat after us. Then
we’ll give you the Chinese version and ask you to translate it
back into English. We'll do as many drills as time permits.)
1) Who are you? I'm Diana Green.
What are you? I’'m a student,
(Rose Lake, teacher; Jane Smith, nurse; Peter
Brown, doctor; Tom Jones, bus driver.)

2) Who is he (she)? He’s Mr. Robinson. (She’s Mrs.
Lake.) - ]
What is he (she)? He (She)’s a waiter (waitress).
(Mr. Jones, businessman; Mrs. Yates, housewife;
Mr. Brown, taxi driver; Miss Lake, office worker.)

3) What's this (that)?
It’s an umbrella.
(pen, book, comb, key, pencil, wallet, ticket, purse.)

4) Is this a pen?

No, it isn’t. It’s a pencil.
(comb, key; wallet, purse; book, umbrella; ticket,
identity card.)
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5. Retelling of short passages:

(We'll read each of these short passages two times.
Please try to memorize it. After that we’ll ask you to do
back—translation. Try to retell them after class.)
| 1) This is a picture of my family. The old man is my

father. He is an engineer. The old woman is my
mother. She is a teacher. The girl is my younger
sister. She is a school—girl. The boy is my younger

- brother. He is a middle—school student. This young:
man is me. I am a college student.

2) This is my friend Nancy. She is from England. Her

father is a professor. He is in London. Her mother is
a scientist. She is in London, too. Nancy is married.
Her husband is in China with ‘her. They have two
children, a son and a daughter. Her son is only two
years old and her daughter' is four. They are lovely
children. |
- 3) Four girls live in this room. Two of them study
English. The other two study French. They are all
very young. Xiao Yang is a new student. She is
seventeen. She studies English. Xiao Li is a new stu-
dent, too, but she studies French. Xiao Wang and
Xiao Wu are old students. They are both twenty.
One studies French and the other studies Enghish.
4) Mary gets up at six every day. She has breakfast at
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a quarter past six and then goes to school. She has
three or four classes. Then she comes home for
lunch. She has no classes in the afternoon. She
studies at home.

6. Work on short dialogues:
(First listen to us, then repeat after us and finally do
translation from Chinese into English.)

(A)
A’ I'm a new student. My name’s Robert.
B: How do you do? My name’s Alice.
A: Are you French? |
B: Yes, I am. Are you French, too?
A: No, I'm not. P
B: What nationality are you?
A:I'm [talian. Are you a teacher?
B: No, I'm not.
A: What's your job?
B: I'm a typist. What’s your job?
A: I'm an engineer.

(B)
Mr Ford:  Good afternoon, Mrs Davis.
Mrs Davis:  Good afternoon, Mr Ford.
Mr Ford:  How are you today?



Mrs Davis:  I’'m very well, thank you. And you?
Mr Ford:  I’m fine, thanks.
How is Mr Davis?
Mrs Davis: Heé's fine, thanks.
How is Mrs Ford?
Mr Ford:  She’s very well, too.
Goodbye, Mrs Davis.
Nice to see you.
Mrs Davis: Nice to see you, too, Mr Ford. Goodbye.

©)

Teacher: Whose shirt is that?

Is this your shirt, Frank?
Frank: No, sir. It’s not my shirt. This is my shirt. My

shirt is blue.
Teacher: Is this shirt Tim’s?
Frank: Perhaps it is, sir.

Tim’s shirt is white.
Teacher: Tim!
Tim: Yes, sir?
Teacher: Is this your shirt?
Tim: Yes, sir.
Teacher: Here you are. Catch!
Tim: Thank you, sir. |



