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The Ladder Series

The Ladder Series books are specially
prepared editions of well-known American books.
They have been made easier to read for the
enjoyment of readers for whom English is a second
language.

The Series is built on a “ladder”of five steps-
from 1 000 to 5 000 different English words.
Although the books have been shortened, they
keep the ideas and facts found in the originals.

This book uses 2 000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will be
found written in boldface letters. They are
explained in the Glossary at the back.

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy this
Series, while going up the ladder to more difficult

reading.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’ s

high schools and colleges.




USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge .
of English is essential.

Sincerely,

ot

Joseph Duffey
Director
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THE OPEN BOAT

]
-

None of them knew the color of the sky. Their
eyes glanced level, and remained upon the waves
that swept toward them. These waves were gray,
except for the tops,which were white,and all the
men knew the colors of the sea. The line hetween
sky and water narrowed and widened,and fell and
rose. ‘

A man likes to take a bath in“a bigger area
than this boat could provide. These waves were
frightfully rapid and tall; and each boiling, white
top was a p;oblem in the small boat.

The cook sat in the bottom,and looked with
both eyes at the six inches of boat which separated
him from the ocean. He had bared his fat arms as -
he worked to empty the water from the boat. Often
he said, “God! That was a bad one.” As he
remarked it,he always looked toward the east over
the rough sea. |

The oiler, guiding with one of the two oars.in
the boat, sometimes raised himself suddenly to

keep away from the water that poured in. It was a
1




thin little oar,and it often seemed ready to break.

The correspondent, pulling at the other oar,
watched the waves and wondered why he was
there. |

The hurt captain, lying in the front, was
feeling defeat and despair. It was despair that
comes, for a time at least,to even the bravest and
most enduring when the business {ails, the army
loses ,the ship goes down. The mind of the master
of a vessel is rooted deep in her wood, whether he
commands for a day or many. And this captain had
in his thoughts the firm impression of a scene In
the grays of dawn,with seven faces turned down in
the sea. And later the remains of the ship;washed
by waves, going low and lower -and down.
Thereafter there was sdmething strange in his
voice. Although steady,it was deep with grief,and
of a quality beyond speech or tears.

“Keep her a little more south,Billie, ”said he.

“A little more south,sir, ”said the oiler in the
back.

A seat in this boat was not unlike a seat upon
a jumpy horse,and a horse is not much smaller.
The boat was much like an animal. As each wave
came,and she rose for it,she seemed like a horse
leaping over a high fence. The manner of her ride
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