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DIRECTIONS: Randomly select 3 one hundred word passages from a book or
an article. Plot average number of syllables and average number [of sentences
per 100 words on graph to determine the grade level of the material. Choose more
passages per book if great variability is observed and conclude that the book has
uneven readability. Few books will fall in gray area but when they do grade level
scores are invalid.

Count proper nouns, numerals and initializations as words. Count a syllable for
each symbol. For example, “1945” is 1 word and 4 syllables and *“IRA” is 1
word and 3 syllables.

EXAMPLE: SYLLABLIFS SENTENCES
Ist Hundred Words 124 6.6
2nd Hundred Words 141 5.5
3rd Hundred Words 158 6.8
AVERAGE 141 6.3

READASBILITY 7th GRADE (see dot plotted on graph)

EXPANDED DIRECTIONS FOR
WORKING READABILITY GRAPH

1. Randomty select three (3) sample pasSages and count out exactly
100 words beginning with the bzginning of a sentence. Do
count proper nouns, initializations, and numerals.

2. Count the number of sentences in the hundred words estimating
length of the fraction of th= last sentence to the nearest 1 /10 th.

3. Count the total number of syllables in the 100-word passage.
If you don’t have a hand counter available, an easy way is to
simply put a mark above every syllable over one in each word,
then when you get to the end of the passage, count the number
of marks and add 100. Small calculators can also be used as
counters by pushing numzral “1,” then push the “+” sign for
each word or syllable when counting.

4. Enter graph with average sentence length and average number of
syllables; plot dot where the two lines intersect. Area where
dot is plotted will give you the approximate grade level.

5. If a great deal of variability is found in syllable count or sentence
count, putting more samples into the average is desirable." |
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