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Introduction

Dream of the Three Kingdoms: Shu is one part of the
“Impressions of Chengdu™ textbook series, which is
promoted by the Chengdu Base of Confucius Institute
Headquarters and published by the Southwestern University
of Finance and Economics Press. This book contains 8 units,
which are designed on the basis of the Confucius Institute
Headquarters™/Hanban's “International Curriculum for
Chinese Language Education™ (hereinatter referred to as
“Curriculum™). as can be seen. for example. on vocabulary
and language points used. and ensures that this textbook is

held to scientific, systematic and rigorous standards,

This book introduces the history and culture of the Three
Kingdoms in Chengdu. the heroic stories of the Three
Kingdoms and the historical Three Kingdoms sites in
Chengdu. It provides students of Chinese with a basic
understanding of the Three Kingdoms culture as well as
language and background information for visiting the

historical sites.

This book is mainly composed of vocabulary and grammar
items as can be found in the Curriculum for levels 5 to 6.
with some commonly used set phrases, proverbs and two-
part allegorical sayings. We hope that this book will help
intermediate and advanced students of Chinese to improve
their proficiency and deepen their knowledge about history

and culture.

Hopefully. you will enjoy Dream of the Three Kingdoms:
Shu, and we are looking forward to any criticism or
suggestions you might have. Hanban gave us much help and
support during editing of this hook and we would like to take

this opportunity to express our gratitude.
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[Part 1]
(Jiang Yihua and Wen Xiaoxi are about to take the subway to Chunxi Road for some window shopping)

Jiang Yihua: Xiaoxi, I heard about a really interesting movie called Battle of Red Cliffs, telling about
a story set in the Three Kingdoms period. Do you want to watch it?

Wen Xiaoxi: Sure! Stories about the Three Kingdoms fascinate me. [ read the English version of The
Romance of the Three Kingdoms and liked Zhuge Liang a lot.

Jiang Yihua: When [ was a kid, I listened to my grandpa talk about this novel and found the heroes to
be captivating. Grandpa said that the history and culture of the Three Kingdoms have left a big impact
on the Chinese.

‘Wen Xiaoxi: [n what way?

Jiang Yihua: For example, there are many heroic stories set in this period: Zhuge Liang’s wisdom. Liu
Bei’s righteousness, and Guan Yu'’s loyalty, to name just a few, are all worthy of study.

Wen Xiaoxi: So what is the Batrle of Red Cliffs about?

Jiang Yihua: I read an overview; it's about a famous battle of the Three Kingdoms period. In the end,
the weaker party defeated the mightier party. What a grand scene!

Wen Xiaoxi: If you put it like that, I can’t wait to see it. Let’s book a ticket through WeChat right
away.

Jiang Yihua: All right! Let’s book the show at half past seven tonight.

Wen Xiaoxi: Sure! We'll go right after dinner.

[Part 2]

Jiang Yihua: This movie really was wonderful. The battle scene was incredibly thrilling!

Wen Xiaoxi: The movie was great! Zhuge Liang defeated his mighty foes through his wisdom.

Jiang Yihua: Yep. The “Battle of Red Cliffs” is a very important battle in the Three Kingdoms stories
and is a prominent example of all battles where the underdog turns the tide.

Wen Xiaoxi: ['ve decided to carefully read the novel again and really try to immerse myself in the
history and culture of the Three Kingdoms period.

Jiang Yihua: Great idea. My friend said that a cultural fever about the Three Kingdoms has broken
out. Do you remember “Legends of the Three Kingdoms™?

Wen Xiaoxi: Of course I do. That’s the card game we played with our Chinese friends last week.



Jiang Yihua: Right. Playing games also helped me learn a lot of set phrases, such as “so happy as to
forget home and duty”.

Wen Xiaoxi: What does it mean?

Jiang Yihua: It means having a good time in a new environment, so much so that you don’t want to
return to your previous environment.

Wen Xiaoxi: Got it. I'm living a happy life in Chengdu and don’t want to go back. Is that what it’s
supposed to mean?

Jiang Yihua: You really know how to learn by analogy!

(A small reading exercise)

Jiang Yihua and Wen Xiaoxi returned to their dormitory. This night, Jiang Yihua tossed and turned
in bed, unable to sleep. The scenes of “Battle of Red Cliffs” constantly came back to his mind for so
long that he fell into a daze and fell asleep.

Then, Jiang Yihua seemingly heard rhythmic drumbeats from afar, and he went into the direction
where the sound came from. He arrived at a hill on a river bank. He saw numerous gigantic wooden
warships approaching from the distance, the ships linked together by an iron chain. On the ships,
rows of soldiers waved their weapons up and down. when, suddenly, the sound of a horn could be
heard. A countless number of fire arrows rained down on the warships in the river. The warships
caught fire, thick smoke billowing over the river.

They were tightly linked by the chain, with
no way to separate. Soon, they were
ablaze.

“Clap!™ An arrow landed to
Jiang Yihua's feet. In fear, he
woke up, opened his eyes and
found himself lying in bed.
It was just a dream about the
Battle of Red Cliffs, about the
few, weak soldiers of the Sun—
Liu Alliance defeating Cao
Cao’s mighty and imposing
army. He intends to tell his
teachers and classmates about
this Three Kingdoms story of
his dreams.
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1. A

Chi Bi/

The Battle of Red Cliffs: The Battle of Chibi: decisive battle
fought at the end of the Han Dynasty: Sun Quan and Liu Bei

were allied against Cao Cao, who commanded 50.000 men and

800,000 men respectively

2. ZEE XL

/ Sanguo Yinyi /

Romance of the Three Kingdoms: 14th century novel attributed

to Luo Guanzhong: part historical. part legend. part mythical

3.#E %

/ Zhugé Liang /

Zhuge Liang (181-234): politician. military strategist. writer,

engineer and inventor; served as Imperial Chancellor and regent

of the state of Shu Han

4. 1z

wei xin/ WeChat
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