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PREFACE

It is just over forty years since OUP published its first edition of the late A S Hornby’ s Ad-
vanced Learner’ s Dictionary. This was a remarkable pioneering work, based on detailed re-
search into aspects of English usage (including construction patterns and collocations) known
to cause difficulties for foreign students, and reflecting a clear understanding of their needs as
readers and writers of the lahguage. Hornby perceived that proficiency in English implied the
ability to compose as well as to understand, and that the learner’s dictionary must be designed
to develop both kinds of skill.

In planning the present edition I have built on the strengths of the Hornby tradition, giving
close attention to grammatical werds and patterns and even greater prominence than before to
illustrative examples. But there are some major innovations, including a completely revised
verb pattern scheme and a redesigned entry structure, facilitating access to idioms, derivatives
and compounds, as well as to the individual senses of polysemous words. The dictionary has
benefited from a four-year programme of basic research carried out by the QUP Lexical Re-
search Unit at the University of Leeds, especially in its thematic treatment of verbs and nouns
in the new Notes on Usage. It has profited greatly, too, from access to the very rich resources

of the Oxford English Dictionary archive.

The fourth edition has drawn on the expert knowledge of several specialists. The late Professor
A C Gimson was among the first to be involved in planning, but his untimely death. deprived
us of his guidance as work proceeded. The job of Phonetics Editor was taken on and very ably
carried out by a close colleague, Dr Susan Ramsaran. She has provided, as a new feature, a full

treatment of variant pronunciations and of stress in idioms and illustrative phrases.

This comprehensive revision has also called for collaborative effort by a large group of special-
ist editors and computer staff at Oxford. The result testifies to the commitment and profession-
al skill of the whole team; but particular thanks are due to Moira Hardcastle, Richard Milbank
and Ann Watson for carrying the responsibility for specific aspects of the revision over very:

long periods.

To the CALD Unit Manager', Jonathan Crowther, an'additional measure of thanks is due. He
has played a key role at every stage of the project and 1 pay tribute to him, in particular for his
co-ordination of a complex computer program, his meticulous attention to the detail of dic-

tionary organization and his exemplary editing.

A P Cowie
University of Leeds
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KEY TO ENTRIES im&#IFF

[ ' headword i
car-di-gam ka:digon  »a knitted woollen jacket, o . definition of the hesdword 3 13
usu withno collar and with buttons at the front. BE Y
pur-sue  pasuclS s e {Tal (a1 tollow

sbosthhesp in order to cateh or kill: chase: pursue a.¢— examples of diffetent ues ﬁfﬂie
wild animal,.ane’ s prey, .a thief - C_D Thg _pahce purvued headword. WiRE FR A HhAEN
the stolen veiucle along the matwway s

_ —— altemm smﬂhg the Mﬁd-
fa-cia (also fas-cia) tello- n 1 =DASHBOARD nf
| | | | word WRBTRR
Dast). 2 board. ete with a name on 1t, put above the
front entrance of a shop. 4
Iy differemt word wused with the
. N . ; SR T . it .
lime laim  n {U} 1 (alse 'quicklime) white sub same meaning S¥HKR .
stanee {ealcium oxide) obtained by heating limestone,
used in making cement-and mortar and as a ftertilizer.
2 = BIRDLIME (BIRDI
l namber of the définition % W
e .

march’ maity v ¥ {a)L,!, Ipr, Ip] walk as soldiers

Joowith regular steps of equal tength: Quick march! e

1 nulitary command to start marching Demonstra-

rory marched through the streers.  They muarched in

ok } " h _ f>—le’tfers ma&&we&mﬂymm&ed
and rook over the town.  march by, pasi in, out, off, ] &»ﬁéx - "
awav,ete  “The army has marched thirey ariles toduay .

FHRE

() [I. Ipr. Ip] walk purposefuily und determinedly:
—

She marched in and demanded an apology. {€)[Tnpr,

stirt of the jilfoims seetion TS
WG !
idioms showa in bold print HAR
HinE TN

Tnp| cause (sb) to march: march the troops up and
dovon - 2 They marched the prisoner awa:. - She was |
marched into a cell. 2 (dm)‘ et okic’ s marching orders;e—
give sb his/ her marching orde

orders (infmi or joc) be
wald tell sb to go: be dismissed “dismiss sb: She way *

fotally unreliable. <o she got? was given her marching
orders. 3 (phr v) march past (sb) (of troopst march
ceremonialiy past (an honoured guest, a high-ranking

officer. etc), eg in a parade. . marcher n: frecdom

A

ma-chers  eivil-rights marchers. = y




pronunciation of the head word

l , with the different prosuacistion
Ia- -at-ory /la'boratrl; U'S 'lebrata:rl, "OOM
a-bor-at-ory /la'borotsl; S " roC used by speakers of American

English #HiAMiEERRERWIE
h T RES

or bullding used for (esp scientific) research. experi-

mants, testing. ete.

pi-geon  pld3in w7 1(a) {C]any of several tvpes of
wild or tame bird of the dove family: @ carrier- /
‘honting-pigeon, 1o one rained Lo carry messages or Lo | stress marks in idioms and exam
race as 4 sport. “-itlus at App 1. pageiv. (b)) [Ulflesh | ples RiZR#EGIAEREIRES

of a wild pigeon eaten as food: [attrib] piceon pie. 2

(1dm) '0ne’s-pige0n‘(:’nﬁﬂ!) one’s responsibility or busi-
ness: L don’ t care where the money comes from: that’ sed refercace to the hesdvword where
not 'my pigeon. put. set the cat among the pigeons » J,_ an idions i§ defined W HRIS

At €  MESHARE.
; - headwords with the same spelling
J' separated by different numbers
LR B 284 SeHtxae e

l D " Al \ LN " 3T > ¥ul &l 2
champ tjemp ;TLI {1, Tn] esp of horses) chew information about which preposi

(food) noisily. 2 [Ipr, Tn] ~ (at: on) sth (ol horses)

tron to use after the headword #
AR E B &R

— special note on grammar or us
age EEERENTEHER

. part of speech label #3475

bite at sth nervously or impatiently: horses champing
af the bir. 31 Ipr. It} ~ (at sth) (used esp in the c_ontin-d
uous tenses) be cager or impatient, ¢sp to begin sth:
He was champing with rage at the delav. « The hoys

were champing to start. 4 (idm) champ at the 'bit
headword and definitton number

(infml) be restlessly impatient to start doing sth.

where the meaning is given # H
RXHERARENRS

champ® - ljemp/n ffn,f‘nz!) = CHAMPION ()€

& wrregular forms of a verb with

shake' / fetk’ v (pr shook / fuk/ ; pp shaken L
- pronunciation EATFTRMELR

‘letkan /) 1 (a) [La, 1, Tn, Top, Cn-a} ~  sb. sth

. 1 Rig®
(about around) (cause sb sth to) move quickly and L .
o _ _ codes showing the verb patterns
often jerkily from side to side or up and down: @ bolt -
: : .  BhiRSH R
shaking loose in an engine.
comparative and  superlative
f forms of the adjective 72 B @8

safe' el adj (r,-st) l':[pre“d] ~ (fromsth 'sb) pro- . HREFMER
tected from danger and harmisecure: You' Il be safe grammatical information about
here. Cwsafe from artack/ artackers. 2 jpred)... adjectives ERREIFE LB
L]




- irregulnr pleral form of 2 woun
l with pronumcistion £ MNFRN
mouse  maos  » {(pl mice /mals/) 1 (often in com- EETABRRE

pounds) tany of several kinds of) small rodent with a ) .
reference to an ilustration on the

page $RATMM
labels giving information ahout
usage XF REHRAERE

iong thin wil: o howse gnouse  Coa field mouse
harvest-mouse. —~ilus. 2 (fig esp joc or derog) shy.
umid person: His wife, « strange little mouse. never
satd wavthing . Ave vou @ man or a mouse {(1e brave
or cowardly)? 3 (computing) small hand: held device
thatis moved across a desk-top. ete to produce a cotre-
sponding movement of the cursor, with buttons for en-
tering commands. —>1llus at COMPUTER.

label showing specialist subject
ares FEFEIVDIRGIKO RN
*

¢ reference to anm illustration at
another entry S8 5—FHE

grammatical information about

nouns %F &iRRYiE kKA

handles. elc. reference to an illustration in the
Appendices $ %Ki F b stii @

ash’ xf n(a) [C]"'[ree commonly found in forests, >'
with silver-grey bark and hd[‘d close-grained wood.
illus at App 1, page i. (b) [U]its wood, used for too!

ring® 1l v (psrang ‘rey/ . pp rung rap- 1[I}
make a clear resonant sound, usu like that of a bell
being struck: Bl you answer the telephone if it rings?
o The meial door rang as it slammed shut. = The buzz-
cr rang when the meal was readv. 2 [Tn. Tnpr] cause
ta beli. ete) to sound: ring the fire alarm < ring the bell
tor school assemhbly. 3 [La] produce a certain effect
when heard: Her words rang hollow...10 (phr v) ring
off (Brit) end a telephone conversation: He rang off
hefore I eould explain. ring out sound loudly and cleur-
Iv: pistol shot rang our. ring sth up “rscord fan amount.
ete) on a cash register: ring up all the items, the total,
L6099,

start of the phrasal verbs section
GHERES FE

phrasal verbs (special uses of a
verh with a particle or preposi
tion) shown in bold print Ak
RRGEENRERS pIAES
BB RL S TR B Bk A3 )

doubling of consopants in the

comparative and superlative

row: unhappy: a sad look. event, storv ¢ John is sad forms of the adjective % ifjit
' : e, Siork OIS A e R

Fecause his dog has died. . Fm sad vou’ re leaving .

v

sad sxd. adf (-dder, -ddest) 1 showing or causing sor-

It was a sad day for us all when the school closed down.
" Why s she looking so sad?

reference to a usage note where
words with similar meanings are
+— compared 8% %W &R HE NIT
b BeR % 1R AR
-donbling of cdnsonants before
adding ed and -mg to the verb
il ed fo-ing WL SBRY

chat tfxt # [C. U] triendly informal conversation: /
had a long char with her tabout her job). O That' s
enongh chat — get buck to work. ~»Usage at TALK.
ochat v (tt-) 1 (1. Ipr. Ip] ~ (away); ~ (to/ with sh)
(about sth) have a chat: They were chatting (awav) in
the orner.




NOTE ON USAGE: Both long and a long time are used
as adverbial expressions of time. 1 Long is not used in
positive sentences unless it is modified by another ad-
verb, eg too, enough, ago: You’ve been sleeping too
long / long enough. (>She waited there (for) a long time.
2 Both can be used in questions: Have you been hete
long/ a long time? 3 In negative seéntefices there can bea
difference in'meaning. Compare: [ haven’ t been here for
a long time (ie 1t is a long time since I was last here) and
T haver’ t been here long (ie 1 arrived here only a short
time ago). ' .

special paragraph explaining the

+— differences  between  similar
words and phrases Xi[& X iR E
BT 5k

re-ject ri'dsekt v 1[Tn.Cn-n af refuse to accept

ish sth): reject a gift. u possibilite an opinion . « sugges-
ifon  Ta rejected candidate . applican:. ete e+ 3 [Tn]
not give due affection to (sb/ sth); rebulls The child

was rejected by ity parents.

* 0 .
Areject / 'riddzekt/ i rejected person or thing: re-

jects from an officers’ training course | export rejects,

ie damaged or imperfect goods  atteibl reject china,

carthenware. ere.

re-jec-tion /rl'd3ekjn / n{a) [U] rejecting or being re-
rected. (b) [C] instance of this: Her proposal met with
continual refections.

CIre'jection slip formal note from an editor or a pub-
lisher accompanyving a rejected article. book . etc.

start of the derivative section &
4SS FR

derivatives of the headword with
pronanciation WiBlNREARK
EE

start of the compound section ¥
Frisd s Fi

compound of the headword with
a mark showing where the main
stress falls WHASEWERTLE
s

fn

pa-tho-lo-gical ' pz0olodzikl
to pathology. 2 of or caused by a phvsical or mentai
llness. 3 (infiml) unreasonable; irrational: g pathologi-
cal fear of spiders. obsession witli dearh, hatred of sh

nl of or reliting

“ua pathological (ie compulsive) iar.
patho-io-gic.ally . -kl adv: purhologicallv jealous.

Medn, elc.

dots showing where a word can
be divided when wnting or typ-
mg A AHBRN - HAFES
RITHIB AT AL

gloss in example to make clear
the seaning of the headword in a
particular case REAHIHISEER
Bt E

inch Inl_[ i1 1 (abbr in) measure of length equal to
254 em or one twelfth of a foot a pile of hooks (2

inches high. -—*App4, 5. 2 small amount or distance:

reference to sections of the
appendices $RHF LS




Jo-vial  ‘d3soviale wdj very cheerful and good- hu-

mocured: merry: g friendlv Joviel fellow 7 inoa jovial

nicod. 1— —l

Ajovicality - dzoovtelat w (U] je-visally . -1511

el

derivatives that are close in mesn-
ing to the headword and are mn
defined 55 W8 il XREB W RE
ENMRER

(US f Il)f_[U C] the third d wor in
au-turmnmn Dlam y 1all) . tne thard sca-
. N _ English 30238 B3
son of the vear, coming between summer and winter.
$ different  spellipg  wsed in

# 1 (a) [U] visible

guality that objects have. produced by ravs of light of

col-our' (US color) - kala(r)

different wavelengths being reflected by them:

American English 967 335 m
Lok 23

Joiner  dzoina(rd s (Brind skilled workman who

mukes the wooden fittings of a building, eg window

frumes and doors. Cf CARPERTER.

réference to snother headword
with a related meaning B¥H 4




USING THE DICTIONARY
— A PRACTICAL GUIDE

HHBE

This practical user’s guide to the Oxford Ad-
vanced Learner’ s Dictionary has been written
especially for students. The Guide does not
try to provide a full explanation of all the
kinds of information that are given, or how
they are arranged. (If you need a detailed des-
cription you should turn to the section head-
ed Using the Dictionary A Detailed

Guide to the Entries at the back.) Instead, it

is written from the point of view of a student

{(ie you) wishing to find answers to the prob-

lems that you meet when trying to under-

stand or use English. Generally, these prob-
lems are of two kinds:

R AR KEIEFN) RSN AGEENE

WohHEE BTN, ‘IR H AT TiEAR B

&R RREET . (FRERY,

HREFRE M A — R ERENY

~Fi.) MR, BEHEHHRAREEEE

(7)) REBRBMED. EENRZHXIENBA

B ARME, —BORB, XHRREE R K.

A You need to know how to look up words
and their meanings in the dictionary.
REEMETEANAPER AR HE L.

B You need to know how to use words in
speech or writing correctly and appro-
priately.
AEEREERMBH T IERR S MAX
7.

You should try following the steps in this

guide and looking up the examples shown be-

fore you start using the dictionary regularly.

In this way you will begin to develop the

reference skills needed to become a success-

ful dictionary user.

FREBBAFEETHSE, RERFENEFHHA

F, REBFEAFEHFR, X, ARABAE

RIhHbfE AR i H X E T,

A FINDING WORDS AND MEANINGS
HHBFRIAEX

SIMPLE WORDS ##iT

kMR

1 What is a simple word? {2, & #.147

A SIMPLE WORD (sometimes called a
ROOT) is a word like perhaps, read or police.
Roots cannot be broken down into smaller
meaningful parts— unlike reader (a DERI-
VATIVE), which consists of read and -er, or
policeman (a COMPOUND), which consists
of police and man.

BHiA (ARHDIER) K perhaps, read &
police 2 %M. AR MEE/MHENL
f¥Bsr, A& reader (AR, '‘EfH read f-er
Bk, AR policeman (K41, Bl police
1 man ¥k,

2 How to look up simple words E#HZE R A
i#)

Let us suppose that you’ ve met this sentence:

BRI ARX -

Perhaps your student will win a prize next

year.
This sentence consists entirely of simple
words — there are no derivatives or com-

pounds. Each word has its swn special sec-
tion (its own ENTRY) in the dictionary, and
each appears at the top of its entry (in bold
print) in the same spelling as in the sentence.
Here are two entries which show this:
X —a]F AR A EWE, TGFhiEREib
LRAEEAE. SMEAEFAPREHEILE
(A%, MR EREEZE (B4, 5F
RO pRBEEHE. N TERARAIERTLLEH
XA
per-haps / po'h®ps, also praps/ adv it may
be (that); possibly ...
stu-dent / ‘stju:dnt; US 'stuz-/n 1 (a) person
who is studying for a degree, diploma, etc
at university or some other place of higher
education or technical training: a B4 stu-
dent O a medical student...

3 Simple words in the plural form, in the past

tense, etc B A HHE L. L EZRE
Simple words, and derivatives and com-



pounds too, take special endings (called IN-
FLECTIONS) when they are being used ‘in
the plural or in a different tense, etc. Look at
. this example:

WA, ReARE S AATERERRARG
MEN, RAEERALTL (FAHRFEML. H
.

Perhaps your students will win prizes next

year.

Here, students and prizes are the PLURAL
forms of student and prize. But the entries
you should refer to are those for student and
prize (SINGULAR forms), as before. Now
look at this:

f7+h students #1 prizes £ student 0 prize ¥
RA¥ER. BR0ERR student f prize (B
B k%, BETEIANHT:

Your students won prizes last year. -

Here, won is the PAST TENSE form of win,
and win is the entry you need to turn to.
However, just in case you don’t know that
win and won are'related,
provided at wom to direct you to win:
i won £ win gyt kR, HiKHBER win
X—i%k, BN A HEE win 5 won Z
X%k, HRAFAAT won X —#iAsk, S5i8HE
# & win,

won pt, pp of WIN.

4 Different spellings of the same simple word
A F A R R AP '
Sometimes a word has different spellings.
Compare banian.and banyan (the name of a
kind of fig-tree). Now suppose that you meet
banyan for the first time, and want to find
out its meaning. This spelling is given as an
alternative at the entry for banian, like this:
—~AREHAAREMHBE. L banian 5
banyan (##), BEZH%E —xAH banyan,
HEERKIAL, X—-BHER D —Fh T Gk 8
M A7 banian i34 2 FH: o
ban-ian (also ban-yan) ...n Indian fig- tree...
 However banian and baryan are quite a long
way from each other in alphabetical order

(banish, banjo, bank and banguet all come in

between). It is unlikely you would find the
above entry if all you had was the spelling
banyan. So a special entry is given at banyan
to redirect you: '

T T B WS, banian f1 banyan 2 &
RAHE A (banish, banjo, bank Fi banquet
BT EFZED. mRHA%AE banyan X —5
i, RBRAXTERE LRiAk, BERids
T banyan iX— 4R S ERER:

ban-yan = BANIAN.

5 Different words which have the same form
A#HRERAHT LI |
Sometimes, the same spelling of a word can
be used in two or more different ways. Fine,
for instance, can be a noun, a verb, an adjec-
tive or an adverb. In order to check its mean-
ing you must know which entry to look at.

Now suppose that you are fa‘éed with this

sentence:

A5 A N B A 2T EA A R R E £ A0
o m fine, TLURAF. BHid. BEARM
Mo T % U 44 41 408 KL 4 B — A~ i

k. BERBAZE—T

a special entry is

Everyone thought that the fme was foo -
heavy.
You refer to fine in the dlctlonary and you
find three numbered entries, including four
part of speech labels (n, v, adj, adv):
RS R PEE fine, REVH=/H M F 4T
#is %, ﬂ%?ﬁ.ﬁ%ﬁT fine i 4#1:?}’&(11, v,

adj, adv):
fine'...n.. Oﬁ'enders may be liable. to a-heavy
fine.
~fine v ... The qourt fined htm £ 500...

fine?...adj... a very fine performance...
fine’..adv... That suits me fine...

Which of these entries will explain the mean-
ing of fine as it is used in the sentence? Here
are two strategies you can use: (a) Try to
work out the part of speech of fine from
clues in the sentence itself. Since fine is pre-
ceded by the and described by heavy,itis a

~noun. Or you can try: (b) Compare the
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words of your sentence with those of the ex-
amples. You will notice that heavy appears
in your sentence and in an example in the
noun section of the first entry (where it des-

cribes fine). So fine in your sentence is a

noun meaning ‘a sum of money that must be
paid as a punishment’.

W — A A RREMERR R B4 B fine i L R?
TURMFARG#E: () REDPRERE



fine #yia#t, T fine W4 it heavy
DL, REERAE. £EFBTURIK.

(b) #ER&BM 4T B IR S 0T EMiEZE T
8, RANEER heavy RHREHRHDTFE, b
HBAEE-TAkAHABIOH TR (EZHF
8 heavy #1% fine), FLitkt+BE fine B4
i, BRECTE,

6 Looking for 2 meaning when a word has sev-
eral meanings — is] £ 3¢ it 8 13 244 A9 5L

Suppose that you read or hear the following

sentences:

B kB R R4,
Have you checked all the details of the re-
. port?
The attack has been checked on the cen-
tral front.

N i1 3

In both sentences check is used as a verb, not

as a noun, so you need to refer to check’, not
check? or check®.  But the verb entry has
several meanings. How do you decide
which one is being used in each sentence? A
helpful approach is to compare the words
" which accompany check in each sentence
with those which accompany it in the various
examples. Here is part of the entry:
XMy, check AR A L £iF, Hip
- %% check' MiA & check® & check®, {85x—
HiAEAKA/ILEERS, ERREDFEFERN
EW-TEBR? —HAEBRHHERBHF TR
check --2f€ Rl iE 5% A~ 2R check —#&
ERm R, TEAEA &850
check'... v 1...'(b) [Tn] examine (sth) in or-
der to make sure that it is correct, safe, sat-
isfactory... check the items against the list...
He must check his work more carefully... 2
(a) cause (sb/sth) to stop or go more slow-
ly... check the enemy’s advance. ..
If you now look back at your first sentence,
you will notice that details (the object of
check) is close in meaning to items in the first
of the dictionary examples given-here. You
may notice too that if you turn round the sec-
- ond sentence (We have checked the attack...)
it is very like check the enemy’ s advance (the
last example). From this, it is not hard to
work out that in the first sentence check
medns ‘examine in order to make sure...”,
while in the second it means cause to stop

or go more slowly’.

BEBFE -0 F, REEED details
(check MR IE) H5RRE—AHFRY items i L
WME. B FYE 4 (we have checked the
attack.. R A BE X E B A E 5 check the
enemy’s advance (BJfF—1FF) 6% %4,
XERT R E —h check HBBR RELL
EHFFR, WP Hd check HEBR ‘ML

IDIOMS RiF

1 What is an idiom? {2 & 1157

An IDIOM is a phrase which has a special
meaning of its own. (It is difficult to work
out the meaning of the whole phrase from
the meanings of the individual words.) Exam-
ples are: as a matter of fact (= in reality; to
tell the truth) and with a vengeance (= with
unusual speed or enthusiasm). Idioms are
often unchangeable: we don’t say as a matter
of truth or with a retaliation.

MERFFERERMEIE, RENA A

FENEASRIEHER.) Hm. asa matter

of fact (= in reality; to tell the truth % -,
# ¥ F1 with a vengeance ( = with unusual
speed or enthusiasm LA R [ 3 % &9 3 o & 4
). RIE--MBREE, FrEk®E; RNTRER
as a matter of truth & with a retaliation,

2 How to find idioms in the dictionary B &
FRPRBNIE
Let’s suppose that you read or hear the fol-
lowing sentences:
fBe PR i3 S0 B F 54T
Of course if' s important — if' s a matter of
life and death.
I managed to get these shirts on the cheap
Perhaps you are puzzled by the phrases at

- the ends of these sentences: you sense that

xiii

life and death does not literally mean ‘living
or dying'and you have never seen cheap used
after the (ie as a noun). So what should you
do?(a) Turn to the entry for the first impor-
tant word (the first noun, verb, adjective or
adverb) that puzzies you. In the first sen-
tence this is probably matter. (b) Look
through the numbered sections of that entry
till you find “idm) (= IDIOMS), like this: .



XFHRESHEBI AL ERENWEIEREAEEA
¥. trERA life and death A L HAREES
FCER, LM ELEA)iL cheap (824 &id)
Rt Eia the 25, iZELH? ()FEER
EHHENE T EENA (-1 A,
iH, BEWKHE il B-WPalEER
fyiggt & matter, (DN EAXFELTREME
- H B F &, HHAERAGm)
{=IDIOMS), fm.
matter'... 5 (idm) as a matter of fact... be no
laughing matter... for ‘that matter...
(c) Then read through the list of phrases in
bold print till you find a matter of life and
death in its alphabetical place.
MR REEIEE 4, ARG a matter of
life and death,
a .matter of life and 'death an issue that
is crucial to survival, success, etc: Of
course this must have priority — it's a mai-
ter of life and death. a matter of opinion ...
What happens if you decide to look up life?
Again, look for the numbered section la-
belled “(idm)’. You will find:
mRHBE AR life ZREFLAH AR HEHE,
BEEREE (dm) RmE 552, REHE,
life ...15 (idm) ... a matter of life and death
~» MATTER'.
(This takes you to matter', which as we have
seen is the first important word in the idiom
and is the entry where the idiom is
explained.)
ik X AE B2 matter' s EMBAICSHEHH,
matter £ IEPAHE AN EEE, ARIEHRES
EX ik Fo)
Next you want to find the meaning of on the
cheap. You may perhaps ook in the entry
for om, but the idiom is not there. (This is be-
cause on is a preposition, not a noun, a verb,
an adjective or an adverb.) So you turn to
cheap, follow the procedure already ex-
plained, and find:
TF—%#E4K on the cheap HE X, fHhoiFs
ZoniX—if%, BEBBRANXIRIEF. X
R4 on BArial, FE—A4 4. BiA, EEiT
xdid). WK RE cheap, &E LEMENSE
B, R,
cheap... 7 (idm) ... ,hold sth 'cheap ... make
oneself ' cheap...on the ' cheap (infml) with-
out paying the usual, or a fair, price: buy,

X1V

sell, get sth on the cheap.
PHRASAL VERBS %i&3hia

1 What is a phrasal verb? f+ 4 £ 45 3hia?

In English, verbs often combine with preposi-
tions (eg into, from, of, out of) or adverbs (eg
away, back, up, out) of position or direction.
Some combinations have meanings which
are not easy to understand from those of the
individual words. Those combinations are ca-
lled PHRASAL VERBS. Examples are make
(something) up (= invent), come across (some-
body or something) (= discover), break down
(= collapse). Some phrasal verbs consist of
three words, e.g. put up with {somebody or so
mething) (= tolerate).

RiEFHEAK HRACBRMNY RN iE(n into,
from,. of, out of)& &l i# (4n away, back, up,
out)f A, XEELTANEIE, FHAES
RPN IRAHEBEH IR L XEE40
BB R M5B # . B make (someth-
ing} up (=invent %& %) come across (some-
body or something) (=discover % B ) break
down ( =collapse #i§; %W, HE&FH K
EH=AA4R, I put up with (somebody or
something) (= tolerate Z.%)

2 How to find phrasal verbs in the dictionary
EFERFRPERTIEZD A

First it is important to be able to tell whether
go over, walk out, run on, etc are phrasal
verbs or not. Look at this sentence:
%, EEHERS 2 go over,walk out,run
on, EAREIEDH,. WHX 0T

The waiter went over to a cupboard and

took some glasses out.
Here, went over and took ... out are not
phrasal verbs, because they express ordin-
ary ‘movement’ meanings of the verbs and
ordinary ¢ direction’ meanings of the ad-
verbs. Those meanings can be referred to in
the numbered sections of the entries for go,
over, take and out. But suppose you meet
this sentence:
XA S went over ¥ took...out FREEIED .
RAEMNRRRET hiaHkEn E &g
My H R E . XA LLE go, over,
take ) out i KRR LBy ERN. ERER



