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1 Chess!

Chess must be one of the oldest games in the world.
An Arab?® traveller in India® in the year 900 wrote that it
was played ‘long, long ago’. Chess was probably invented
in India, and it has been played everywhere from Japan
to Europe since 1400. The name ‘chess’ is interesting.
When one player is attacking the other’s king, he says, in
English, ‘check’*. When the king has been caught and
cannot move anywhere, he says *‘check mate’®. These
words come from Persian®. *‘Shah mat’ means’ ‘the king
is dead’. That is when the game is over, and one player
has won.

Such an old game changes very slowly. The rules
have not always been *the same as® they are now. For
example, *at one time® the queen could only *move one
square at a time'’. Now she is *the strongest piece on
the board!. It would be interesting to know why this
has happened! Chess takes time and thought, but it is a
game for all kinds of people. You don’t have to be a
champion'? in order to enjoy it. It is not always played
by two people sitting at the same table. *The first time
the Americans beat the Russians was in a match played
by radio.’® Some of the chess masters are able to play
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many people at the same time. *The record was when one
man played 400 games!'® It is said that some people

play chess *by post.'® This must make chess the slowest
game in the world.
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2 The Cities Where Time Stopped

Although *the Roman Empire’ ended 1,500 years ago,
people today know a lot about the comfortable way of
life that Roman citizens enjoyed. This is because of two
insignificant® towns — *Pompeii and Herculaneum® —
that are remembered only because they were near *the
volcano Mt. Vesuvius® when it erupted®, August 24, *79
A.D.® This eruption buried the two cities in *a thick
bianket of ash” that suffocated® every thing alive.

The disaster® was sudden and unexpected. Most
people couldn’t escape, and those that left were unable to *
take any of their possessions!’ with them. As_a result \%k ‘
the two towns are almost perfectly preserved.! You‘_ g?‘ﬁ\“

see there entire houses which still contain furnityse ™and
have *brilliant-colored paintings'? on the wallg*Where are
even some unfinished meals siill'*sittiﬂg, on tables.”
Houses are so well-preserved *it seems that their M,,
itants left only a few minutes ago and might come back
:g\;?nx-"- even after two thousand years.'*

In fact the city was buried so deep that the two towns
were completely hidden until about 200 years ago, *when
they were rediscovered by accident.’”® Today the ash has

been removed and the towns attract thousands of visitors
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every year. *The visit can be disturbing though;'®* Pom-
peii is perhaps too much *like it was,'” and though it
fascinates'® the moderr: traveler. August 24, 79 A.D, is

a day when no one wanied to be tiere.
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