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— Nelson Mandel
K
4

“Education without values, as useful as it is, seems

rather to make man a more clever devil.”

— C.S. Lewis
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m Reading in Depth

In this part, you are going to read two passages. For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice according to

the information given in the passage.

Passage A

,ﬁ '
¥

Time taken: minutes

The university has a well-respected higher education system and a large variety

of knowledge reserve'. University life means a brand new stage of your learning
experience. And it can widen your knowledge, build up your personality® and finally
lead to your success. But to those who are new to it all, it can be overwhelming’ and

sometimes confusing.



The month that begins school in autumn is usually the busiest month in the
academic’ calendar. Universities will welcome their freshman students and they have
something called Freshers” Week. It’s a great opportunity to make new friends, join
lots of clubs and settle into university life.

However, having just left the comfort of home and all your friends behind, the

prospect’ of meeting lots of strangers in big halls can be nerve-wracking. Where do

you start? Who should you make friends with? Which clubs should you join? Luckily,
there will be thousands of others in the same boat as you worrying about starting their
university social life on the right foot. So just take it all in slowly. Don’t rush into
anything that you’ll regret for the next three years.

Here are some top tips from past students on how to survive® Freshers’ Week:

Blend in. Make sure you are aware of social etiquette’. Break the ice by talking
about weather or some other safe topics. Use polite greetings and responses while
communicating with your new housemates and classmates.

Be hospitable. Getting snacks handy for those around is extremely® helpful.
Cups of tea or even slices of toast can give you a head start in making friends.

Be sociable. The more active you are, the more likely you’ll be to meet new
friends in the campus. Don’t separate yourself from the new classmates and friends in
the campus. Don’t lock yourself inside the room all day. Someone who never leaves
room is hard to get himself involved’ in the campus life around.

Bring a doorstop. Keep your door open when you’re in and that sends positive
messages to your neighbours that you’re friendly.

So with a bit of clever planning and motivation, Freshers’ Week can give you a
great start to your university life and soon you’ll be passing on your wisdom to next

year’s new recruits. (391 words)
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. Which of the following statements about “Freshers’ Week™ is correct?
A) Freshers’ Week defines the time when freshmen start their college education.

B) Freshers’ Week indicates freshmen’s usual learning time.

C) During the Freshers’ Week, freshmen usually feel relaxed and bored.
D) College students can experience Freshers’ Week every month.

. Which of the following problems freshmen face is NOT mentioned in the

passage?

A) Where to start.

B) Who to make friends with.

C) How to make a study schedule.
D) Which club to join.

. What does the underlined word “nerve-wracking” mean according to the

context?
A) Exciting. B) Troublesome and difficult.
C) Dull. D) Interesting.

. Which topic is NOT possibly safe while talking with your new roommates

according to your own experience?

A) Hometown. B) Weather.

C) Age. D) Hobby and interest.
What’s the purpose of the writer by writing the passage?

A) To stress the importance of university education.

B) To help survive the Fresher’s Week.

C) To help students become sociable.

D) To pass on wisdom to the new recruits.



Word Bank

Passage B

Time taken: minutes

The Cottonwood Institute was founded by Ford Church, M.A. in the U.S. city of
Denver, Colorado in Sept. 2004 and it is a momprofit' group that works with
teenagers. It helps them learn about leadership while also learning about the
environment.

Juliet Luna attends New Vista High School. She says it is not difficult to
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persuade’ young people to go into the mountains and search for solutions’ to
environmental problems.

“Getting kids out into the environment inspires* them to protect it, because_if
you don’t know what you’re protecting, why would you bother?”

The Cottonwood Institute works with teachers to help them combine classroom
studies with environmental projects.

A group of students choose an environmental problem to solve. Over 6 or 12
weeks, they look for answers and join with local environmentalists to make those
solutions work. After the project ends, the students have a greater understanding of
the environment.

Jaden Games is in his final year of high school. “I’ve learned a lot about CCD,
which is colony collapse® disorder, which has to do with the disappearance of bees.
I’ve also learned a lot about tracking and water pollution.”

Ford Church launched® the Cottonwood Institute ten years ago. He says he
wants young people to learn about the environment so that it will be healthy many
years from now. He believes that students can’t be expected to care about the
environment if they never have a chance to explore the outdoors.

“The big thing that’s important for us is making sure that our students take care
of the land that we’re exploring. In the city you might trash on the ground and it’s not
a big deal and that’s a big deal to us because this is our playground — this is our
office so to speak — and we really wanna take care of it.”

Jaden Games and his classmate Cassidy Lam say being involved with the project
has shown them that one person can make a difference.

“It’s really good to learn about the ecology’ and learn about the issue that we
cause on the environment and how we can work on that and try to fix that.”

“It just felt like all of the things that are happening to our planet that are
negative® feel so big and impossible for me to change; but while getting involved in
this program I realized that it’s actually really easy to take it step-by-little-step.”

Up to now, the Cottonwood Institute has guided the teenagers through almost
several thousand hours of projects, giving them a chance to explore life outside the

classroom and make a difference in their community. (445 words)



6.

Which statement is NOT true about the Cottonwood Institute?
A) The Cottonwood Institute helps the teenagers learn about leadership while

also learning about the environment.

B) The Cottonwood Institute helps combine classroom studies with
environmental proj écts.

C) People of all ages and all social levels can attend the Cottonwood Institute.

D) The Cottonwood Institute offers chances to explore life outside the
classroom and make a difference in community.

What’s the meaning of the underlined sentence “...if you don’t know what

you're protecting, why would you bother?”

A) Students can protect the environment actively by simply learning the
knowledge in classroom.

B) It’s not necessary for students to know what they’re protecting by
exploring outdoors.

C) Students can’t be expected to care about the environment if they never
have a chance to explore outdoors.

D) Students should never bother to care about what they are protecting.

According to Ford Church, what’s the important thing for the Institute?

A) Making sure that students take care of the land they’re exploring.

B) Making sure that students can make a difference.

C) Making sure that students are confident in themselves.

D) Making sure that students can find solutions to the environmental problems.

What do Jaden Games and his classmate Cassidy Lam learn from the program?

A) One person can never make a difference.

B) It is not difficult to persuade young people to go into the mountains and

search for solutions to environmental problems.
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C) It’s really good to learn about the ecology and learn about the issues
caused on the environment and how to work on that and try to fix that.
D) To trash everywhere is a bad habit.
'10. What’s this passage mainly about?
A) The students who took part in the projects of the Institute.
B) Teachers involved in the projects of the Institute.
C) The environmental problems that should be solved.
D) The Cottonwood Institute and its projects.
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’ MBanked Cloze

In this part, there is one passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one
word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage.
Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the
bank is identified by a letter.

Time taken: minutes

Different Students with Different Goals

University students come from different parts of the country and they have
various goals. However, a closer look at their reasons for learning in the university
will enable us to classify’ them 1) into three groups: those who have a
passion’ for learning, those who wish to attain a bright future, and those who learn

with no 2) goals.



