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Preface

We would like to express our great appreciation to Professor Qixiang Sun
for producing this translation of our book. We are certain that Professor Sun,
in conducting the translation of the book, has made it highly relevant for Chi-
nese students and insurance counterparts. We cannot imagine a person who is
better suited to undertake this translation.

We had the great pleasure of meeting Professor Sun for the first time in
the summer of 1995, at the American Risk and Insurance Association (ARI-
A) Meetings in Seattle, and were very impressed with her outgoing personal-
ity and commitment to academia. When she expressed her interest in translat-
ing our text, we had no hesitation in agreeing to the offer. Upon meeting
Professor Sun again at the 1997 ARIA meetings in San Diego, we were de-
lighted to hear of her progress on the book. At this meeting, Professor Sun
delivered, in English, an overview of the insurance market in China today,
which was very well received by all attendees. We believe that Professor Sun
was probably the first academic based permanently in the People’s Republic of
China to deliver a speech at the ARIA meetings. This fact clearly demon-
strates her unique ability to bring together the best of both Chinese and West-
ern insurance education.

Since China’s insurance industry is in the early stages of development,
the need for well trained practitioners and academics is essential. We sincerely
hope that Professor Sun and her counterparts will contribute more to this e-
merging and important market.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank Chinese Acade-
my of Social Science publisher. It is a great honor to have our book published
by this renowned publisher in China.

S. Travis Pritchett, Joan T. Schmit and Helen I. Doerpinghaus
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