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Some villagers were going to celebrate an important
wine festival in a few days’ time, so they borrowed a huge
barrel from the nearest town, put it in the village square,
and determined that each of them should empty a bottle of
the best wine he had into it, so that there should be plenty
at the feast. | -

One of the villagers thought he would be very clever.
‘If 1 pour a bottle of water in, instead of wine, no one will
notice it,” he said to himself, ‘because there will be so'much
excellent wine in the barrel that the water will be lost in it. ’

The night of the feast arrived. Everybody gathered in
the village square with their jugs and their glasses for the
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wine, The tap on the barrel was opened —but what came out |
was pure water. Everyone in the village had had the same

idea.

A. Answer these questions.

1. Why did the villagers borrow the barrel?

2. How did they plan to fill it?

3. What did the villager who put the water in expect the others to
do?

4. What did they in fact do?

B. Which words in the story mean;

1. collected 4. very big
2. decided 5. very good
3. thought
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Can you think of a sentence in which the word ‘and’
appears five times, without any words in between? There is
one at the end of this story.

There was once an inn which was called “The Horse and
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Cart’. It had a sign outside it which had a picture of a horse
and cart on it, but the sign was getting very old, so the
owner of the inn decided to have a new one made. He went
to a painter and asked him to paint one, and to write ‘The
Horse and Cart’on it in large letters.

A few days later, he went 1o see how the painter was
getting on. He liked the picture of the horse and cart very
much, but he did not like the writing at all. He said to the
painter, ‘No, no! There’s too much space between HORSE
and AND and AND and CART!’

A. Answer these questions.

1. What is strange about the last sentence in this story?

2. Why did the inn sign have a picture of a horse and cart on it?
3. Why did the owner of the inn want a new sign?
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4. What didn’t he like about the writing on the new sign?

B. Here is anott . problem for you:think of a sentence in which
that appears four times without any other words in between, You will
find one at the bottom of this page. *

And here is another puzzle with words: What words can you find
which are spelt the same way forwards and backwards, like did, deed
and madam? (Such words are called ‘palindromes’ in English. )

C. Write this story. Choose the right words from each bracket.

A:. Oh, look] What’s that man doing?

B. I think he (must paint/must be- painting/must have painted)
something.

A. Yes, that’s right. He’s painting the sign outside that inn. !
wonder why.

B: Well, they (must paint/must be painting/must have_painted)
them every few years, don’t you think?

A: Yes, ] suppose so. The one on the other side looks nice and
bright. They (must paint/must be painting/must have painted) it quite
recently.

B: Yes, it (must be/must be being /must have been) painted by the
innkeeper. It’s terrible.

A: Yes, and look at the windows! They (snust be painted/must be
being painted /must have been painted) only once every hundred years|

B: But the door of the outside lavatory is half green and half grey,
and there’s a pot of green paint beside it. It (must be painted /must be
being painted/must have been painted) now.

* ‘That “that” that that teacher said was wrong is really correct:

one can say “the man that [ saw”, as well as “the man whom I saw”.’
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A young man was called up for army service and had to
go to be medically examined. The doctor was sitting at a
desk when he went in. He said to the man, “Take your coat
and shirt off, loosen your belt and sit on that chair. ’
The young man did so. The doctor looked at him for a
moment without getting up from his chair and then said,
. 5 .



‘All right. Put your clothes on again.’
‘But you haven’t examined me at all!’ the young man
said in a troubled voice. ‘
‘It isn’t necessary,’ the doctor said gently. ‘When 1
told you to take your coat and shirt off, you heard me all
right, so you aren’t deaf. You saw the chair I pointed to, so
your eyesight’s good enough for the army. You managed to
take your clothes off and to sit on the chair, so your body
must be healthy, and you understood what I told you to do
and did it without a mistake, so you must possess enough
intelligence for the army.’
A. Answer these questions.
1. What was the young man being medically examined for?
2. What worried him?
3. How did the doctor know that the young man was not deaf?
4. How did he know that he could see all right?
5. How did he know that his body was all right too?
6. How did he know that he was intelligent enough for the army?
B. Opposites. What words in the story mean the opposite of :

1. calm 4. sick
2. fiercely 5. tighten
3. lack
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A man had to go to court, and he asked his lawyer
which judge would be hearing his case. His lawyer told him
and then said, ‘Do you know him?’

The man answered, ‘No, but I wanted to know his
name so that I could send him a dozen bottles of good
wine. ’

The lawyer was terribly shocked. ‘You can’t do that,’
he said. ‘You would be breaking the law very seriously, and
you would be sure to lose the case.’

Some weeks later the case was heard, and the man won
it. As he was leaving the court, he said to his lawyer, ‘My
present to the judge was quite successful, wasn’t it?’
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The lawyer hocked than before, and

said, ‘What? Did you,
told you?’

im that wine after what I

“Yes, certainly,’ ans{j in. ‘But I put my op-

ponent’s name on the ca with the wine.’

A. Answer these questions. §

1. Why did the man ask his laf¥
would hear his case?

2. Why was the lawyer shocked?

3. What shocked the lawyer even more after the case had been
heard? _

4. What had the man done to win his case?

B. Which of the answers to these questiomns are right? Write the
questions and the correct answers dowa. ‘

1. What does ‘hearing his case’ mean?

e of the judge who

a. Listening to him before he goes into court.

b. In charge while his buginess is being dealt with by the court.

c. Learning about his complaint.

2. What does ‘breaking the law’ mean?

a. Doing something that is not allowed.

b. Making a new law.

c. Going into a court.

3. What does ‘even’ mean in ‘even more shocked’? It means the
SAme as; |
a. ‘even’in ‘You have 10 points, and so have I, so we are even
now.’

b. ‘even’ in ‘The lawyer was shocked even  when there was no
need to be.’

¢. ‘even’ in ‘John can jump even higher than Fred can.’

e 8o
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A man was telling one of his friends the secret of his
contented married life. ‘My wife makes all the small deci-
sions,” he explained, ‘and I make all the big ones, so we
never interfere in each other’s business and never get an-
noyed with each other. We have no complaints and no argu-
ments. ’

‘That sounds reasonable,” answered his friend sympa-
thetically. ‘And what sort of decisions does your wife
make?’

‘Well,’ answered the man, ‘she decides what jobs I ap-
ply for, what sort of house we live in, what furniture we
have,where we go for our holidays, and things like that.’

«Qo



His friend was surprised. ‘Oh9” he said. ‘And what do
you consider important decisions then?’

‘Well,’ answered the man, ‘Il decide who should be
Prime Minister ,whether we should increase our help to poor
countries , what we should do about the atom bomb, and
things like that.’

A. Answer these questions.

1. What was the secret of the man’s happy marriage?

2. What sort of decisions did the wife make?

3. What sort of decisions did the husband make?

4. Which of the two was able to carry out his or her decisions?

B. Write this story. Put one word in each empty space. You will
find all the correct words in the story above.

A husband was full of ... about his wife. ‘I ... that I give her a

. amount of money, and I never ... with how she spends it,” he

said, ‘but she’s always asking for more. She’s never ... with what I
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give her.I had an ... in my wages a couple of weeks ago, so she at

once wanted mare. As soon as I get back from work she starts demand-

ing more money.and that makes me very ... . We have rerrible ...
sometimes. | have a bad ..., really.’
The man he was ralking to answered ..., ‘And what does she do

with all the extre money?’

‘T don’t know,’ answered the husband. ‘I’ve never given her
g

any.’
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John was the only son of a wealthy American business-
man. Usually he was taken to school by the chauffeur in his
father’s beautiful car, before the chauffeur took John’s fa-
ther to his office. One evening his father told him that he
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had to go to the airport early the next day, so he would need
the car at the time that John had to gd to school. He said
that John’s mother, who possessed another car, wouid still
be in bed at the time he had to leave the house.

‘Well, how will I get to school if you need your car and
Mummy is still in bed?’ John asked. His father thought this
was a good opportunity to teach him a lesson about how
hard life was for the less fortunate people of the world, so
he answered, ‘You’ll go in the same way as every other
child in the world goes —in a taxi.’

A. Answer these questions.
1. Why was John able to go to school in a beautiful car driven by a
chauffeur?
« 12



