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1 A JAPANESE HOME IN THE TWENTY-FIRST
CENTURY

“Father,is our house alive?”

“No,my son, ”Matsushita replied. Such questions from his sixvyear~
old boy always amused him.

“But it does everything for us. It wakes us in the morning. It has our
tea ready by the time we get dressed. It heats up the bathtub without our
even asking. Each night it dims the lights. ”

The lights became dim as the house responded to the programmed
command. '

“Lights up , ”Matsushita said. The room became bright again.

“Listen, my son,”he said, taking the boy gently by the shoulders.
“The fact that something moves does not make it human. It does not
become a person just by listening to our commands. ”

“But it knows us, ”said the boy. “It knows what kind of TV shows I
like. It shows you all your favorite movies. It reminds you to call Uncle
every week. How can it know this without being alive?”

“That’s the difference between a computer and a person , ”Matsushita
replied. “A person has feelings and will. He is not programmed like a
computer. A person does something because he wants to. 7

Matsushita smiled as he stepped on his front porch to get some fresh
air. Before he could react,the door closed and locked behind him. “Open,”
he said softly. As the door opened,he saw his son listening to his favorite
music, his little face ‘brightened up by the colored lights.

New Words and Expressions
amuse [#mjuz] v. {FFE
heat [hit] v.  fmdk
bathtub ['beeftab]| n. B &



dim [dim] v. (2R adj. Y
respond [ris'pond] v. RN

program ['prougrem] v. R n. BF
command [ke'mand] n. 4

gently ['dzentli] adv. $i2#

human ['hjumen] adj. AR n. A
will [wil]n. BE

porch [potfIn. {JRE

react [ri'ekt] v. Y

brighten [braiten ] v. {HAFR

colored ['kalsd] adj.  BAAY

Matsushita [ meetsu'fita ] n. (A )BT

21 2B E2Z K
“BE,RNRAFTFRA-HIEEG?”

“AEE BT TEER. X465 BEMA XN RBSMEFR.
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Notes

1. It has our tea ready.

2.

has # ¥ cause...to be, Bl ffeee- AbFRMRZE.



2.getdressed; HEHCFLRM. get 5PTHINAbe, HHhiEdkn
RIS, o

3. Lights up; XZRR M3 WA, ¥ T Turn the lightsup,  FHHE.
Hats off, J§#f. (Take your hats off. ) Handsup, H§F, (Put your hands

up. )

EXERCISES
I . Comprehension .

Choose the one answer (A,B,or C)which you think is the best in each
of the following. GEFERIEER, BIETHEIE.)
1. What time did the conversation between Matsushita and his son happen?
A. In the morning.
B. In the evening.
C. It is not clear.
2. What seems to control Matsushita’s house?
A. A computer system.
B. A programmed command.
C. A person that receives commands.
3. According to the passage, which of the following does the computer not do in
Matsushita’s house?
A. Housework.
B. Music playing.
C. The education of the child.

I . Vocabulary .
Choose the best answer (A, B,orC)to replace the underlined word or
phrase in each of the following sentences while keeping the meaning of

the sentence. (l BEZERBH T AP RLHN I[N EIF, R
FHE& XD

1. The guestions in the final test were not difficult at all.
A. problems B. numbers C. languages
2. The girl was very happy when she got a quick reply from the newspaper.
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A. record B. gift C. answer
3. Many people often go to the island to see the birds there.

A. watch B. find C. look for
4, My grandparents are still alive.

A. healthy B. living C. well
5. In this city ,there are no TV shows on Monday.

A. plays B. news C. programs
6. Tom asks you to call him when school is over.
A. phone B. visit C. speak to
7. The Janpanese movie was so interesting that all the boys and girls wanted to see
it again.
A. show B. film C. story

8. The man saw a police car as he was walking down the street.

A, just B. like C. while
9.A cornput.er works according to the commands it receives.

A, instructions B. words : C. responses.

10. The room became bright when the music began.

A. turned on B. lighted C. brightened up
11. Dogs react to kindness.
A. respond ' B. return C. refuse
12. Sandwiches are the kind of food that these students often eat for lunch.
A. name B. part C. type

13. A person is different from a machine.

A. people B. human C. woman
14. The soldier stepped forward as soon as he saw the signal.

A. moved B. fell C.ran
15. London is my favorite among the English towns.

A. the town I like best

B. the town 1 visit most often

C. the town I know most about



2 FAST MUSIC IS BETTER

To play music or not to play music,that is the question. Managers of
offices , shops, and warehouses have asked that question for years. Now
new research from Florida State Universit); says that even though
employees do not like the background music,it may still make them work
better.

The research shows that people buy more goods in the supermarket
when the music there is slow and people eat faster in the restaurant when
the music is fast .. Two teachers of the university found that, when they
played fast music, their students studied better. when they had fast
background music,the students correctly did 33 percent more mathematics
problems than when they had slow music. In fact,silence was better than
slow music—151 correct answers for slow music and 180 correct answers
for no music.

In the teachers’ opinion,slow mﬁsic has a relaxing effect. People feel
calm and less hurried when they hear slow music. Sometimes they even
become sleepy. But fast music is stimulating and it hurries people up. It
helps people concentrate on what they are doing. “some say that rock and
roll will die,”one of the teachers says. “Don’t believe them. It will never

die because it makes people work faster and better. ”

New Words and Expressions
manager [ 'meenidze | n. £
warehouse [ 'weshaus]n. B
research [ri'satf ] m. ,v. BF%
employee ['empli'i:] n. @&
background [ 'baekgraund | n. %’%‘ﬁ '
opinion [o'pinian] n. L%



relaxing [ri'leeksin | adj. A BUEY
effect [i'fekt} n. JHR

hurried ['harid ] adj. SR
stimulating [ 'stimjuleitip ] adj.  FI#MAY
concentrate [ 'konsentreit | v. |
rock and roll REF %

Florida ['florids] n. (th4) 8T Hik

R R AT

WHE R ARABHER IR EEME EERSAEHE. R
MSBAR—HEMXAE. AE.#FBEMNLREFOFRRA.RER
RAEKERER AMEFRNEERNTIEBESLF.

XAH AR, LBR T ERXBRE K, WYESEIREHES;
W R AE B SRR F R, ARG EERS IR ZEXFHRLH ALK
B, 24 i R T R, A RGN . FEMNWREH R RN
P SREARL TR RN 33%. FL L, ZRNFELERFHE
F— WA R THERESRN 151, 7 K& Kt ERERNEZ 180,

EFEAH RN, RE R FRERREA . ANV 8E R o B E R, A
A, ENEELERR . TR Rl AR, EEA TR REHF K
EBTFANRPEAMEEBRYER FEARBRE REENLT,"—LHR
e “FEHFLMNE. BREASHT, BREEANLERERESY.”

Notes
1. To play musics++question, A1 T ¥ 1 H.IE A 4 5] : To be or not to be,
that is the question. (EFERBX , XRREMZFHE.)
2. 1t helps people concentrate help JSIE(RIBRIANERM  to B[4,
3. In the teachers’ opinion ; in one’s opinion & in one’s view #§4El, A 1 4 3
4.1ock and roll;  3BBI SR B TRk iER s rock’n’ roll H rock,

EXERCISES
I . Comprehension ;
Choose the one answer (A ,B,or C)which you think is the best in each

. B o



of the following.
1. According to the passage, music is played at many places of work because
A. it makes people answer questions correctly.
B. most managers love music.
C. it improves the employees’ work.
2. According to the research of Florida State University, which is better when
students do math problems?
A. To play fast music in the classroom.
B. To play slow music in the classroom.
C._ To keep the classroom silent.
3. Wheih of the following is not mentioned in the passage?
A. People respond differently to different kinds of music.
B. The same type of music usually produces the same effect on people.
C. Different people react differently to the same music.

I . Vocabulary .
Choose the best answer (A,B,or C)to replace the underlined word or
phrase in each of the following sentences while keeping the meaning of
the sentence. '
1. The population of this African country is increasing very fast.
A. at a high speed ~ B. frequently C.in a hurry
2. This shop sells the same goods but at lower prices.
A. market B. department C. store
3. At the news conference, reporters asked many questions about the team’s new
leader.
A. repeated B. raised C. invited
4. 10 percent of the people in this state have had a university education.
A. high school B. college C. graduate
5. The professor makes his students write a paper every week.
A. has B. gets C. tells
6. The restaurant on the corner of the street serves French food.
A. eating place B. hotel C. dining room

7. Carl’s teaching work leaves him little time.

Y



A. plan B. job C. research
8. Even though the teacher loves her students,she sometimes finds them to be a
headache.
A. learners B. readers C. pﬁpils
9. Studying a foreign language is an interesting pastime.
A. Examining B. Learning C. Doing

10. Those who hope to win the prize must find correct answers to all the questions

within 30 minutes.

A. nice B. better C. right
11. In my opinion ,smoking is harmful to your health.
A. view B. idea C. habit
12. It will become hot as soon as the sun begins to shine.
A. feel B. grow C. change
13. Scientists believe that the moon is younger than the earth.
A. find B. think C. say
14. What I would like is a digital watch.
A. Something B. Which C. The thing that

15. There are some famous art museums in the old town.

A. several B. any C. quite a few



3 TRUE OR FALSE?

Does our future lie in the palms of our hands?Can palm readers really
predict how long we will live when they see the length of our lifeline? The
opinion of most scientists has always been no. But a doctor in England has
made a study. His finding suggests that there inight be some truth in the
claims of palm readers.

The doctor t'hought it would be fun to show that a popular belief was
actually not true. He measured the lifelines of 100 corpses at his hospital.
But what he found was not what he had expected. The length of the line
indeed correlates with the lehgth of life.

Despite his finding, the doctor is still not convinced that a person’s
future can be read in his palm. He has an explanation for the dataaging
causes a change in the length of the line. In other words,the hands become
more wrinkly as we get older. If one is really concerned about the length

of his life,he should examine his life-style ,not his lifeline.

New Words and Expressions
palm [pam]n. F¥
predict [pri'dikt] v. T
lifeline ['aiflain’j n. H MLk
finding ['faindip] n. &3
claim [kleim] n. ,v. MWiE,HEH
belief [bi'lif ] n. &4
measure [ 'mez | v. WK
corpse [kops] n. 4k
correlate [ 'korileit ] v. HICEE
convince [ken'vins] v. {EHH{E
data ['deite ] n.  ¥E¥}
age [eids]v. #fb



wrinkly ['rigkli] adj. FHHLH
concerned [kon'sond] adj.  JE.0EY
life-style [Maifstail ] n. A FEH R
in other words ¥EF >

BEAERE?

BT RFLARNHOEL LG FHITE TRNFLENRUKER,
HEFBRIEIEEAG M, AR SHHERHELAKRE TS ER,
—(EEEAEMT -, LRI AR FEAN S RirE — N,

AL EAFAEEH —F AR ESLFE LR EREG &S, TR, AEER
 ENET 10MNPHERFEEANE. HRRLSMERRR, SL2ELENEK
BRESE ASFMEKEHN R,

REEXTENR, XUEERFHE-CAGREEMTAFELES 4
MBI G R AELER T ECRKEHEL. BAER, BRI
ERHNEK, FUEBYYAER. MR- ARNEXOBEGR B EREN
RECHEEIR, TARBEEHSR.

Notes
1.suggest: FEAILPEN“HEARRH”, V5B A“ER"FLEH.
2. correlate with; G- R MM, BB be related to  FL,
3.aging: ZIHIH .Eﬁ“%k”.&ﬁ?ﬂfs;ﬁt ageing.,

EXERCISES
I . Comprehension ;
Choose the one answer (A ,B,or C)which you think is the best in each
of the following.
1. What kind of person would be more easily convinced by a palm reader?

A. A scientist.
B. A person who works at a hospital.
C. One who agrees with popular beliefs.

2. Why did the doctor measure the lifelines of 100 dead people?
A. He wanted to show there was a relation between the length of the lifeline and

0100



the length of life.

B. He wanted to show there was no relation between the length of the lifeline
and the length of life.

C. He wanted to gather some data about his patients.

3. What seems to determine the length of one’ life?

A. One’s way of life.
B. The size of one’s hands.
C. The change caused by aging.

I . Vocabulary .

Choose the best answer (A,B,or C)to replace the underlined word or

phrase in each of the following sentences while keeping the meaning of

the sentence.

1.

True friends are those who know our shortcomings and still love us.
A. Great B. Best C. Real

. No one can really predict what will happen in 20 years.

A. tell B. inform C. show

. This scientist is living a very busy life.

A. feading B. making C. getting

. The manager is concerned about the health of the employees.

A. employers B. workpeople C. businesspeople

. After ten years of research, Mr. Ting finally made an important finding.

A. belief B. found C. find

. Chess is g_lm to both children and adults.

A. amusing B. popular C. stimulating

. Many persons,in fact, have never made an effort to understand themselves.

A. actually B. ‘falsely C. lively

. The corpse of the man was placed in a coffin made of glass.

A. bones B. body C. life

9. Despite the bad weather,the students had a picnic by the lake.

A. Without B. Out of C. In spite of

10. 1t is strange that many scientists are convinced of the existence of God.

A, believe B. have found C. explain
e 11 »



