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UNIT ONE

Ex. 1 Focus
As you read Text A, find the answers to these questions.
1. What is a cottage industry ?
2. Approximately how large is this type of industry in
the U.S.? ' |
. What are the advantages of cottage industries ?

. What sort of cottage industries exist in the U.S.?

Lo 0

. What are ‘clectronic cottages’?

TEXT A

Working at Home: The Growth of Cottage Industry!

Working atr home is a ropiyld growing movement,
creasing both social and economic change. But, as
more and more people start ‘cottage industries’, obstacles
to working at home must be faced.

5 [1] A typical example of the home worker is Cora-
lee Smith Kern, founder and executive director of the
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National Association for Cottage Industry, who started
her own home business nearly 12 years ago. According
to Kern, she was actually ashamed to tell people that she
worked from home when she started her business. She
went so far as to? rent downtown office space, which she
never used, in order to have a ‘legitimate’ business address.
‘Now,’ she says,‘I hire a public relations person to publicize

the fact that I work from home P’

Reasons for Working at Home

[2] While there are no hard statistics®, the U.S,
Chamber of Commerce reports that 10 million businesses
list home addresses as their place of business. This
figure indicates that, without question, cottage industries
in America have reached significant proportions.

[3] Who, then, are these people ? What types of
work do they do and why are they choosing to work at
home? Home workers are people who have made decisions
regarding their careers and life-styles. Tired of wasting
time commuting, they want more time to spend with their
families. Many want to take a more active role in raising
their children.* Others dislike big corporations and their
way of doing things.

[4] Home workers speak of many advantages to
working from home, They save money on clothes, gaso-
line, parking, restaurant lunches, and other expenses

associated with working in a traditional setting. Childcare
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TEXT 4 3

is less of a problem. They have more freedom to arrange
their own schedule and more time for the things they really
want to do. And for many, the responsibility and chal-

lIcnge of being one’s own boss is the most rewarding aspect.

Cottage Industry Trends

[5] Many traditional types of cottage 1ndustrlcs qx
such as making crafg’;r }brunmng beauty salo sﬁ f}A n ?aj
paniprs;. or kenneli xBut they represent only a small
percentage of the types of work now being done at home.
Today, cottage industries include such diverse occupations
as psychologists, lawyers, consultants, accountants, fabric
designers, vehicle testers and publishers. The increased
demand for services has encouraged the growth of all
types, from cleaning and secretarial to exercise instruction.
In addition, advances in microcomputers have opened
information-related fields to home workers.

[6] In fact, nearly every type of work is now being
done from home. While one might think that there are
a number of constraints that would make many jobs
unsuitable for home business ventures, there are very few
insurmountable obstacles to working from home. Cottage-
industry experts have compiled a list of over 300 jobs
that are currently being done from home. And new titles

are being added to the list regularly.

The Electronic Cottage

[7] Technological advances in mini- and micro-com-
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UNIT ONE

puters and telecommunications are revolutionizing wrok

‘and will no doubt prove to be the most significant factors

in the work-at-home movement. |

[8] Corporations in various parts of the country have
initiated telecommuting test programs in which they have
installed computer systems in employees’ homes. Rather
than commuting downtown to work each day, telecom-
muters send in their work via telephone modems to a
company’s central computer, saving time and money ‘in
the process. Most of these test programs have proved
quite successful; productivity is often higher for telecom-
muters than for more traditional office workers.

[9] Another development related to the electronic
cottage is the emergence of electronic ‘halfway houses’
which are beginning to crop up across the country. Located
near residential areas, these centers have various types of
computers and other office equipment not practical to have
in one’s home. Instead of commuting all the way down-
town, workers drive a few miles to a ‘halfway house’
and rent the necessary equipment at an hourly rate. Kern
predicts the development of many of these centers across
the country. Such centers may well play a part in greater
use of flexitime or flexiplace, as future workweeks are

divided betwcen home, office, and electronic ‘halfway house’'.

Issues of the Eighties
[10] Some of the problems faced by home workers
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deserve special attention. The most basic issue con-

cerns the right to choose one’s workplace. For people

. working from home, the major issues of the 1980s will

90

95

100

105

110

be zoning®, labor laws, and licensing. As the number
of people who work from home continues to increase,
some government and business factions are showing re-

sistance to .these changes. Some labor' unions perceive

home business as a threat to job security and other gains

they have made. They fear that the current growth of
the work-at-home movement may un ‘?{{nll}p@; Vynion
strength or signal a new era of sweatshop labour. Con-
sequently, they have become a primary force behind legisla-
tion aimed at making many types of home labor illegal.
Because of the. difficulty in monitoring home businesses,
government officials fear that many home businesses will
not pay their share of taxes. Licensing of home businesses
will become a greater concern as a larger percentage of
the gross national product® is generated by people who

work at home.

There’s No Place Like Home
[11] Despite the negative reactions of some in gov-

ernment, many see the cottage industry as an opportunity

-for economic growth and are doing whatever they can

to. encourage cottage industries in their states and com-

-munities. Within the next 20 years, the work-at-home

movement will boom. It is highly improbable that

’.‘«l‘ 7:~’R’a§ﬁ, Ly



