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Editor’s Note to
Nations of the World Series

To meet the needs of China’s reform and opening to the out-
side world as well as the promotion of China’s cultural and eco-
nomic exchanges with other countries, “Nations of the World Se-
ries” (hereafter referred to as The Series) is now being published
by The Contemporary world Publishing House. The Editing Cen-
ter of the Series with Mr Sun Zhengda as its Editor-in-Chief and
the publication of the Volumes has the all-out support of some of
the alumni of Southwestern Associated University and Beijing U-
niversity and their Associations. It is belived that the publication
of The Series will be conducive to China’s friendly intercourse
with countries in the would. The Series may also fill a gap in
some respect of China’s social sciences and cultural studies.

The Series has following features

1) Each book is a comprehensive survey of an individual
country, integrating geography, history, nationality, economy,
society, culture, customs and traditions in one; 2) The nations
under survey are seen in their historical development; 3) The Se-
ries are aimed at satisfying intellectual , recreational , practieal and
academic interests, and written in prose, which lends itself to
smooth reading; 4) The books in the Series are authored by ex-
perts, scholars, professors specialised in foreign offairs. We be-

lieve that with the expertise of the authors, The Series will be




wellreceived by people related with rgspe(ftive countries and the
broad reading public. .

There are altogether 30 volumes now under editing. Starting
from 1997, the firsr eight will appear in print. They are
“Britain”,” India” ,” Switzerland” ,” Vietnam” ,” The State of Is-
rael” ,” The Republic of korea” ,” Russia” and” Indonesia”. The
remaining every volume will appear in batches in the following

two years.
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