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Chapter Twenty
The Verb (K)

The 7 Iﬂfiﬂltlve oy

20.1 General Ramarks

- . As hes been pointed out in 12, 3, Engnsh verbs may
take finite or non-finite forms, Those .thati.cen be used
.as predicate verbs by themselves are celfed - finite forms,
while thoseAthai cannot are called non-finite fotms. So far
we have dealt with the. former, In this..chapter and the
next two, we will go on to. treat the, non-finite forms of
the verb, - PR A

- The non-finite forms are the infinitive, the gerund end
the participles. The infinitive is usually, but not 2iways, pre-
ceded by th~ perticle to, which is called the gjgn of the infini-
tive The g=rund is regularly formed with the ending -—ing,
just like the present participle, but it is different from
“the presgnt perticiple in use, There are two perticiples in
English, the present and the past participles, .also called the

irg and the -ed perticiples, The former is formed with th-
ending -ing, the latter may be regular or irregular zccord-
ing to whether it is formed with the ending -ed or not In

this c:h?pter mein ettention is paid to the - discusston ¢i .
infinitive,



20,2 Funetions of the Infinitive . "~

1) As subject i',.
When en infinitive s used' #s the subject, it can
te casily put st the beginning of a sentence, e, g,
To say something is:one fkihing, and fo do it is
snother, 7_
To live like this is to enjoy Hfe,
To take a good [ook is better than to iisten to )
hundred reports, AR |
Not to know what happened before one dias borhi*
is always to be a child, (a ‘proverb) '
To know is not always to be wise, Many know a

ey

greet deal, and are all the greater fools for it,
But this is not very common. In mcdern English, it
is more often to begin the sentence “with i# and to put the
real subject behind, e, 8. "
I#'s highly important fo combfne revolutionary
sweep with practicalness. |
Jt will tate (us) three hours o do the work,
How long will it teke fo go back to your home
town from here? |
It’s necesszry to do it all over again.
It’s better to leave him alone.
It’s e sheme fo treat her like that,
1t requires courage / patience /perseverance / con-
stancy fo Jo this kind of work,

- S S s PP i



2) As object

As object, the infinitive is used after certsin
transitive verbs*, such as afford, arrange, ask,
beg, care, choose, claim, consent, decide, decline, de-
mand, desire, determine, expec!, help, hope, learn,
manage, need, of fer, prefer, preiend, promise, re-
fuse, seek, swear, threaten, venture, want, wish, efc.

Would you care to read this?

Do we need to make a fair copy of it?

1 preterred to read rather than sit idle.

1 managed to do ¢t without his help.

It is sometimes difficuli to say, however, whether the
infinitive is the object of the verb or & part of the pred-
icate verb phrasege g,

He began fo- wrife again,

The machine failed fto work properly.

Some grammarians prefer to regard the infinitive
used here s the object of the verb, others consider
the verb plus the infinitive to be & complex predicate.
However, it doesn’t matter at all whether it is called
the one or the other. Whst is important in language
fearning is to follow the correct patterns of the verbs,
For instance, some of the verbs should be followed by
an infinitive, others by a gerund, Misuse of the one
for the other may cause g big blunder, We say,

* For verbs that can be followed by a gerund, see 21, §), (1), by
either a gesund or ag igfinitiv¢ see 21, 3) (2),



I expect to go away tOmoOrrow,
I propose to start early.

I hope to finish my work soon,

-1 wish to be alone,
But we don’t. say,

¥ 1 expect gomg away. _
# T hope flmshmg my work soon
% 1 wish being a.lpge,

~
-

i Bl
We say,

I suggest gozng away. tomorrow
I propose starting early

looked forward to seemg the fllm,

But we don’t say; ) )
% 1 suggest to go away torhorrow.

% I look forwerd to see the film;

This is becausc verbs like expect, hope, wish are
to be followed by sn infinitive while verbs.like sug-
- 8est, lool: forward to by a gerund, end propose by
either the one or the other, Unless a person recognizes
-how .2 werb is used in a -certein.pgttern, he ‘mey be
tempted, by analogy, to construct wrong sentences, For
~instance, suppose he hss learned the. pattern,

He Jikes to play chess,

- He learned to spesk French,
Perhaps by énalogy he would say,
- % He dislikes to play chess;

% He knows to speak French,
instead of ;

‘J He dislikes playing chess,.



He knows how to speak French,
Such cases of misapprehension are not uncommon,
In order to avoid numercus possible errors like these,
it is necessary for @ student who learns English as a
foreign language to spend somc time on the verb pat-
terns, This will cnable him to use yerbs in accordance
with usege | -
3) As predicative
T To he good is to be happy,
To do that would be to cut the foot fo fit the
shoe. i’“ﬁiﬁﬁ b
The letter is fo be handed tc him in person,

. What we should do now is to gollect more firsi-

~ hand mformat,zon. ; 5 ;

To represent him as # man of stainless virtue is
to make him ridiculous.
4) As attribute ‘

(1) As an attribute the mfmmve often relqtes tpe
noun it modifies to an actl,on In Lh;s case two
groups of sentences may be notlccd ¢ .

A. He wes the first man to jggrn the happy
news, P
There are few peoplc to belﬁeve this non-
semse. ,
-~ We need someor;e to voice the feelmgs of
the masses, o
He is not e man fo do anything by halves,
He is a poor old man soon fo bgocome a



burden to his family.
B. We have two classes fo aitend every morn-

ing.

I won’t come beceuse 1 have some urgent
matter to attend to this cvening,

Xiao Li’s algetra lesson was ‘a hard nut to
crack,

Mr, Perker’s tests are not something fo be
sneezed at, '

There ere still two more items fo include
in the programme,

What do you think is the right thing to do?

This is not a good place to rest in.

He is the best men to discuss the maiter
with.

In group A, the infinitive takes the noun it modifies
8s its logic subject; while in. group B, it takes the noun it
modifies as its logic object. '

(2) An infinitive is often used to define a noun
preceding it.

The desire to aquire a good pronunciaticn is
natural enough in a beginner,

Being 8 cadre, the old peasant felt a pressing
need to scquire literacy. |
We will start 2 compaign to increase produc-

tion and practise economy.
She spares no ef fort to improve her teaching
method,



He showed no inclination to leave.
There is no reason (for us) to get coneeited
end errogant,
8) As adverbial
. As 8n adverbial the infinitive chiefly indicates,
(1) Purpose
He got up to ask a question.
He is working Ilate fo make up for his ab-
sence yesterdey,
To have a good pronunciation you have to
study phonetics conscientiously,
To be a teacher of the people, one must
first learn from them, |
The idee of purpose is sometimes emphasized
by adding in order or so as to the infinitive,
We started easrly in order fo arrive before
dark,
Let’s hurry so as not to be late for the
meeling.
Unite the overwhelming mejority of the peo-
~ple 5o 8s fo isolate the handful of en-
emies,
(2) Result
what have I said to make you so angry?
He is old enough fo Rnow beiter.
‘'We still have enough time (or, time enough)
" to do the worh,
‘Thus they parted never fo meet again.

i
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Sometimes the idea of result is expressed by adding
only, or too to the infinitivc,Ae, g

The enemy troops rushed there only fo be ambush-
ed. . |

He raised our expectations oniy to di sap point
them.

I returned home only to find evervbody gone,

He was only too pleased to let them go.

Instances are foo numerous fo [ist,

He’s too much of a coward (too cowzrdly ) fo

fight,
Note, Care must be taken to distinguish betwecen the { only ) too - to and
too--to structures as used in the following senlences,
1, 1 was only too glad fo come,
2, He is (only) foo anxious to meet you,
3. He was too tired to go any farther ‘

In th;e Ist sentence, foo - to does not imply a negative meaning be-
cause judging by the context too means “very ", So the whole sentence
may be paraphrased as I was very glad to “ome”, In this case foo can
be preceded by only and the infinitive fo come is used to modify glad,
The same is true with the (only ) too - fo structure used in the 2nd sen-
tence, while in the 3rd sentence, the implication of the foo - to structure
is different, The siructure here implies a negative meaning because judging
by the context foo used here means “in a higher degree than is allowable
or required ,» So the whole sentence may be paraphrased as, I-Ie was tired
to such a degree that he coulda’t go any farther ,” In~ this® case too is
not to be preceded by only and is closely related with the infinitive
phrase fo go any farther,

(3) Cause
I’'m very glad fo hear of your success,

She is ashamed to tell us of her mistakes.

8



