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SCENE
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JIM:

BETTY:

JIM:

BETTY:

JIM:

BETTY:

JIM:

BETTY:

JIM:

BETTY:

JIM:

BETTY:

EPISODE 1 THE DECORATORS

B8 ZEHRMID

1: SITTING ROOM/EVENING

(JIM IS SEATED AT TABLE WITH HIS CLOCKS.
BETTY IS WANDERING AROUND THE ROOM.)

We'll have pale grey on the door and the windows.
And a nice pattern on the wallpaper in pale green
or lemon. Oh, we do need a new carpet. What
colour should the carpet be, do you think? '
Jim!

What? Yes, yes. I'm sure you’re right.
I said, what colour should the carpet be?
Carpet? What carpet?

The carpet in herel. '
Oh, well that’s a sort of a browny, gold and beige
colour carpet . .. '

I mean the new one.

Do we need a new carpet?

Yes, we do!

Oh.

(JIM LOOKS BACK TO TABLE. BETTY LEANS
OVER AND RAISES HIS WATCH .GLASSES.?)
You never listen to a word I say. 1 want to re-
decorate this room. ' |
Redecorate?

We talked about it last night.

Did we? Oh, yes. Yes, hmmm, I think it’s exactly
all right the way it is% :
It is not all right the way it is. Now, have you

Yes.
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looked at the wallpaper patterns?

JIM: Wallpaper—wallpaper patterns! Now, that reminds
me. Do you know what happened to me today?

BETTY: No dear.

(JIM OPENS HIS BRIEFCASE AND DEMON-
STRATES HIS POINTS WITH ACTIONS.)

JIM: I had an important meeting with a very important
client. We're going to build him a new factory.
“Sit down”, 1 said, “Here”, 1 said, “are the plans
for our new factory?”

(JIM SPREADS WALLPAPER PATTERNS ON
THE TABLE))

BETTY: Oh!

JIM: Oh. Those are not the plans for the new factory.

BETTY: No dear. Those are the patterns for the new wall-
paper.

JIM: How did they get into my briefcase?

BETTY: Well, I put them in there last night so that you
can choose which one you like. 1 think this one’s
rather nice, don’t — ? ‘

JIM: Darling, look, look, please, please dont put wallpaper
patterns in amongst my business documents. The
client was very angry.

BETTY: Didn’t he like any of them?

JIM: Well —no, he did not! And this room does not need
redecorating®. Far too expensive.

SCENE 2: HALL/EVENING

(BETTY ENTERS HALL FROM SITTING ROOM
AND OPENS FRONT DOOR. LISA & ALAN
: ENTER.)

BETTY: Lisa! Alan!

LISA: Hello, Mum! We’re home!

ALAN: .Hi, Mum!

BETTY: Well, how did you manage to arrive together?

ALAN: I picked Lisa up’ from school

BETTY: Oh, but. this is wonderful! There’s nothing to eat.



I thought you were coming tomorrow,

LISA: Oh, that doesn’t matter.
- SCENE 3: SITTING ROOM/EVENIN& ' -

LISA: Hello, Dad! Same clock®?

JIM: Yes, same clock, :

ALAN: Hi, Dad!

JIM: Hello. %

ALAN: Same clock?

JIM: Same clock, yes, very good.

ALAN: Oh, well, it’s good to be back!

JIM: Well, this is fun. Home for the weekend, are we?

ALAN? The weekend? The cgilege has broken up’ for the
summer holiday, Dad.

LISA: So has my school.

JIM: Holiday?

BETTY: They’ll be home for eight weeks.

JIM: Eight weeks! Oh—splendid.

ALAN: Eight weeks is a long time. 1 could® write my novel.

LISA: I'm going to learn Tai Chi®.

BETTY: [I've just had a wonderful idea. Alan and Lisa can
do the decorating!®.

LISA: What decorating?

BETTY: Your father wants to redecorate this room.

JIM: I want ...?

BETTY: And they can do it.

ALANY Us?

JIM: That settles it!l. This room stays exactly the way
it is. ‘ ‘

BETTY: Oh, but Jim, it won® cost so much if they do it.
And it would look very nice, if they do it.
You’'ll do it very well, won’t you?
Yes, of course you would. Now, I've got a list of
things here that need to be done.
Your father will pay you for doing it

JIM: Pay them? They're part of the family!?. They

should do it for nothing.



BETTY: Shall we say three pounds an hour?
That’s not too much.

JIM: That is three pounds an hour too much!

LISA: We'll do it, Dad. It’s a deal!d!

ALAN: Right!

BETTY: [ want pale grey paint on the doors and windows,
and, umm, a pattern on the wallpaper. 1 think this
one . ..

JIM: I do not want this room redeccorated.

ALAN: [t’s no use, Dad. You can’t win,

LISA: Mum will have her own way. She always does
in the end!4.

ALAN: You don’t want to pay for professional decorators.

LISA: So you may as well!s settle for us,

JIM: At thrce pounds an hour! ST

BETTY: That’s settled then!s, c |

SCENE 4: SITTING ROOM/DAY

(ALAN IS ON A STEPLADDER, APPLYING
PAINT MESSILY. LISA ENTERS WITH ROLLS
OF WALLPAPER.)

LISA:r  Right, Alan. T've got the rest of the wallpaper. It
should be enough.

ALAN: I don’t like that wallpaper. I don’t see why we
should have flowers anyway. We should have some-
thing ... I don’t know ... different... and better!

LISA: Look, this is the one Mum wants, so this is the one
we put up, right?

ALAN: I might have known.”I'm going back to my ladder,
where it's safe. |

LISA: -Alan, don’t you think I should do the painting?

ALAN: Listen! This is a job for a man. You’d probably
fall off the ladder, all right?

(BETTY ENTERS WITH TEA TRAY))

BETTY: Hewe you are, you workers. ['ve brought some tea

for you both.



LISA: Oh, thanks Mum.

ALAN: Thanks Mum,

BETTY: Do you want a b scuit darling?

LISA: Ooch, yeah.

BETTY: Alan! Come on!8 have a rest! now. -

ALAN: OK.
(ALLAN STARTS DOWN LADDER, MISSES HIS
FOOTING AND SLIDES THE REST OF THE
WAY, ENDING UP ON THE FLOOR. BETTY
GOES TO HIM, STILL HOLDING THE TEA
TRAY.) |

BETTY: Alan! Are you all right?

ALAN: Yeah, I'm all right. My foot slipped, that’s all.

LISA: And he thinks [ might fall off the ladder!

BETTY: You must be more careful!

ALAN: Yes, I'll be careful. -
(ALAN RISES, TURNING HIS BACK UNDER- -
NEATH THE TRAY, HURLING THE TEA THINGS
OVER THE FLOOR))

LISA: He’ll be careful!

SCENE §5: SITTING ROOM/DAY
(LISA IS PAINTING THE DOOR. ALAN ENTERS,
KNOCKING PAINT BRUSH AGAINST HER
NOSE))

LISA: Oh!

ALAN: Hey! You look nice with a painted nose!

LISA: I wonder what you'd look like?
(LISA DABS PAINT BRUSH ON ALAN’S NOSE.)

ALAN: Ooh! ‘

SCENE 6: SITTING ROOM/DAY A
(ALAN IS APPLYING ADHESIVE TO A SECTION
BY THE DOOR. LISA IS MEASURING WALL-
PAPER:)

LISA: Alan! Alan! Don't leave the bucket there by the

S



ALAN:
LISA:
ALAN:

LISA:

ALAN:
LISA:

ALAN:

ALAN:

BETTY:

door. Someone might fall over20 it,

I don’t see why. We both know it’s there.

Right, that’s about two metres, forty centimetres.
No. it isn’t. This piece is much smaller. And it’s
natrower too. Here, let me measure it.

Not likely! It’s very easy to measure it wrongly.
Let me measure it!

All right!

(ALAN UNREELS THE MEASURE, LISA IS
HOLDING THE OTHER END.)

Well, let go2l!

(LISA LETS GO, AND THE MEASURE WHIPS
BACK INTO THE REEL, STINGING ALAN’S
FINGERS.))

Ouch!

(BETTY ENTERS.))

How are you getting on—? Oh, I say!

Don’t leave the bucket there, dear. Someone might
fall over it. Oh, you have nearly finished. Oh,
doesn’t it look lovely? I love those flowers. They're
not too pale and not too dark. Your father’s going
to be so pleased. Here he is now!

SCENE 7: HALL/DAY

JIM:

BETTY:

JIM:

BETTY:

JIM:

BETTY:

Betty, darling!

(BETTY ENTERS FROM SITTING ROOM)
Hello, dear. Did you have a good day at the effice?
Yes, splendid, thank you.

We've got a wonderful surprise for you.

Surprise?

Just go into the sitting room,

SCENL 8: SITTING ROOM/DAY

ALAN:
LISA:

6

(AS JIM ENTERS, HE STEPS INTO BUCKET OF
WALLPAPER ADHESIVE,)

Oh, Dad! Dad!

Dad! No!



ALAN: Be careful!
LISA: Oh!

(JIM HAS STAGGERED ACROSS THE ROOM
AND LANDED ON THE SOFA, WITH THE
BUCKET STILL STUCK TO HIS FOOT.)

ALAN: What do you think of the decorations, Dad?

Notes:

1.
2,

10.-
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11. That settles it. XHET,
12, part of the family FHEER 5
13. It’s a deal! XR—EXHI
14. Mum will have her own way. She always does in the
end. BBLRHCIEN, BRELIERMEE SHEE
78, X8, does f§ have her own way,
15. may as well L. BYLF
16. That’s settled then. JPARIEET ,
17. I might have known. XBEXY “BERZLHEFIN" ,
18. come on F/R—FpaEM, d[EN “HT”,
19. have a rest {KE— l_
“haveta+ B HENVEB XM KiE" B “eeree — K7
#], Don't you want to have a look? fRABE—TE?
I’d like to have a try if you don’t mind. ZRIRA
AEHIE, RER—T.
20. fall over 2
21, let go #ATF

EPISODE 2 MUSIC MAN
B BFR

SCENE 1: KITCHEN & HALL/DAY

(BETTY ENTERS KITCHEN, FROM GARDEN,
WITH A BUNCH OF CHIVES,! WHICH SHE
STARTS TO WASH AND CHOP2)

BETTY: Hello, darling!

JIM: Hello!

8



BETTY:
JIM:
BETTY:
JIM:
BETTY:
JIM:

BETTY:
JIM:

JIM:

Did you have a good day at the office?

No. '

Oh.

1 went to the Lingfield construction site.
Ah—how was it?

Very noisy. Clang, clang, bang, bang, hour after
hour. People shouldn’t have to put up with that
sort of thing3. My head’s still splitting.

Never mind, you’re home now. _

Yes. Good to be home for a bit of peace and quiett.
(JIM & BETTY GO THROUGH TO HALL. LOUD
MUSIC IS HEARD FROM THE SITTING ROOM))
Holy Moses!s What’s that noise? | |
(JIM & BETTY RUSH INTO SITTING ROOM.)

SCENE 2: SITTING ROOM/DAY

JIM:
BETTY:

BETTY:

ALAN:

JIM:
_ALAN :

JIMG:

ALAN:

(JIM & BETTY ENTER. ALAN IS LISTENING
TO HI-FL9)

What on earth’s that racket?” Stop that!
Alan, will you stop that! . ‘
Alan! Stop it! Switch it off! Off!

(ALAN SWITCHES OFF HI-FI) .

Oh, that’s better, dcar.

Better dear! Your father had a very busy day. He
needs some peace. Oh, I'll see to the dinner.®

o P

(POINTING TO HI-FI) What do you think of it

then, Dad—-ch?

60 watts per channel, with double speakers.® -

It’s terrific,10 isn’t it?

Terrific? Where did you get it?

It belongs to my friend Terry, He let me borrow
it ’

Good. He can have it back tomorrow then, can't
he?

Oh, there’s no hurry. Terry said I can keep it as
long as I like.

(ABOUT TO! SWITCH IT ON AGAIN)



JIM:

10

No! Don’t! Don’t do that! Don’t put it on!

ALAN: Why not? What’s the matter?

JIM: Don’t you know that loud noise is a form of pollu-
tion? It can make people go deaf.l?

ALAN: Well, this isn’t noise. It's music.

JIM: You can’t call that music!

‘ALAN: You should listen to it, Dad.
(ALAN SWITCHES HI-FI ON AGAIN. JIM CRIES
OUT, PUTTING HIS HANDS OVER HIS EARS)

JIM: No, don’t — put it— Alan! Will you take that off!
Take it, take it—Alan, take that—
(JIM GOES TO HI-FI AND REACHES OUT TO
SWITCH.)

ALAN: No, Dad!
(JIM GETS AN ELECTRIC SHOCK FROM THE
SWITCH. ALAN HURLS HIMSELF TO THE
FLOOR AND PULLS THE PLUG OUT. JIM
FALLS BACKWARDS INTO CHAIR)

ALAN: Dad!

JIM: (RAISES HIS HEAD FAINTLY) Alan!

ALAN: (BENDING OVER HIM) Yes, Dad? What is it?

JIM: You play one more record on that machine, and it
goes straight out the window—and you after it!3

SCENE 3: SITTING ROOM/NIGHT
(LISA & ALAN ON SOFA, SORTING THROUGH
RECORDS.)

ALAN: Do you know what Shakespeare once said?

LISA: What did Shakespeare once say?

ALAN: “The man that has no music in his soul is capable
of...” um, well, all sorts of terrible things. He’s
a very bad man.

LISA: You don’t really think Dad is a very bad man, do
you?

ALAN: Well, he doesn’t like music!

LISA: Perhaps it depends which music.'¢

(SELECTS A RECORD)



AYAN:

LISA:
ALAN:
LISA:
ALAN:
LISA:
ALAN:

ALAN:

LISA:
ALAN:

LISA:
ALAN:
LISA:
ALAN:

SCENE 4:

ALAN:
BETTY:
ALAN:

- Oh, turn the volume down!

-

I’'d like to hegr this.

(GOES TO HI-F)

No! Dad said we mustn’t play any more records.
He’s gone ‘to bed now. He'll be very angry if he
hears it.

If he doesn’t hear it, then he won’t mind, will he?
Of course he’ll hear it.

He won’t if we play it very quietly.

Play it quietly?

All we have to do is turn the volume down.1s

I never thought of
that!

(JIM & BETTY IN BEDROOM. JIM HAS FALLEN
ASLEEP, BETTY REMOVES HIS GLASSES, AND
TURNS OFF LAMP.)

Be careful not to touch that one. Or you’ll get a
shock like Dad. There are several things wrong with
that amp.16

What else is wrong with it?

I'm not really sure. But if you touch it, use your
foot.

This must be the volume.

Yeah.

{(PUTS A RECORD ON) Ready?

Ready.

(LISA SWITCHES ON AND MUSIC BLARES OUT
AS LLOUDLY AS EVER.)

(JIM & BETTY WAKE UP STARTLED AND SIT
UPRIGHT.)

KITCHEN/DAY

(BETTY IS POURING COFFEE. SHE SWITCHES
RADIO ON TO LISTEN TO MORNING RECIPE.
ALAN ENTERS))

Is Dad around?

He’s gone to work,

That’s all right then,

11



BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:

ALAN:

AULAN:

BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:

ALAN-

BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:

ALAN:

BETTY:
ALAN: -
BETTY:

12

(FIDDLES!” WITH RADIO. BETTY LOSES REC-
IPE!8) Any brecakfast?

You're too late. Get it for yourself.

How do I make an omelette?!?

Get two eggs and a bowl.

Eggs, eggs —-

Bowl. Your father was very angry last night.

We tried to turn the volume down, but the machine
was broken again. Now what do I do?

You break the eggs into the bowl, gently. And vou
must promise me not to play any more records on
that machine.

All right.

(ALAN BREAKS EGG INTO BOWL
SPREADS ALL OVER HIS FINGERS.
Oh! ,

Oh, you just go and wash yourself. [I'll do it.. Now,
you break the eggs zently, on the side of the bowi,
like this — Alan, like this, and then it doesn’t go
everywhere, |

AND IT

Mum, how am [ going to live without music?

Well, in my day, music was different. It was nice
and tuneful.

Yeah, but that was a long time ago.

Not so very long ago! Then you add a little milk,
like this, and then a little salt. Carefully.

Hey, Mum! If I can’t play records, can | play a
guitar?

Play a guitar? You don’t know how to.

[ could learn.

Just one guitar, on its own?

Well, you can’t play two at once!20

A guitar can't be as noisy as those records.

And Dad wouldn’t mind a guitar, would he?

Well, you'll have to ask him.

You ask him for me,

Why me?



