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THE LADDER SERIES

The Ladder Series books are specially
prepared editions of well-known American books.
They have been made easier to read for the
enjoyment of readers for whom English is a second
language.

The Series is built on a “ladder” of five
froﬁl 1 000 to 5 000 different English
words. Although the books have been shortened,

steps

they keep the ideas and facts found in the
originals. |

This book uses 1 000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will be
found written in boldface letters. They are
explained in the Glossary at the back.

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy this
Series, while going up the ladder to more difficult

reading.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
~ its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

- Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the

| opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
. States. Teachers will find this mate-
~rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
_ lish language curriculum in China’ s

high schools and colleges.



USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language. | |

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dgnts for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge

of- English is essential.

Sincerely,

Joseph Duffey |

Director
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The Cask of Amontillado

FORTUNATO HAD HURT ME in other
ways a thousand times and 1 had suffered in quiet,
but when he began to call me a weak fool and to
laugh at my proud name,I promised that I would
have my revenge. You,who so well understand my
soul, will not suppose, however, that 1 spoke of
this. I would take my pay, but I would act only
with the greatest care. I must not suffer for taking
my revenge. A wrong is not made right in that
manner. And also the wrong would not be righted
if Fortunato did not know what payment he was
making and who was forcing him to make it.

I gave him no cause to doubt. me. I continued
to smile in his face,and he did not see that my
smile now was at the thought of what I planned for

him.

He had a weakness this Fortunato
although he was a strong man,a man to be feared.
He was proud of himself as a judge of wine. In this

1



I was much like him;I knew old wines myself,and
I bought them largely whenever 1 could.

It was about dark, one evening during the
carnival season,that 1 met my friend. He spoke to
me with more than his usual warmth, for he had
been drinking much. He was in carnival dress of
many colors,and there were bells on the covering
on his head. I was so pleased to see him that I
thought I should never stop shaking his hand.

I said to him—— “My dear Fortunato, 1 am
glad to have met you. I have received a cask of

what is said to be Amontillado. And I have my
doubts. ”

“What?”said he. “Amontillado? A cask? Not
possible! And in the middle of the carnival!”

“I have my doubts,”I replied. “And I was fool”
enough to pay the full Amontillado price without
first talking to you about the matter. You were not
to be found.”

“Amontillado!”

“l have my doubts. And 1 must learn the
truth. ”

“Amontillado!”

“Because you are going to the carnival,I am on

my way to Luchresi. If anyone understands wine it

”

is he. He will tell me—
2



“Luchresi cannot tell one wine from another. ”

“And yet some fools say that his taste is the
equal of yours. ”

“Come,let us go.”

“Where?”

“To your vaults. ”

“My friend, no. You are on your way to the
carnival,and also I can see you are not well. The
vaults are very cold. ”

“Let us go, nevertheless. I am well enough.
Amontillado] Someone has made a fool of you. And
as for Luchresi, he cannot tell Amontillado from
ahy other wine. ”

As he spoke,Fortunato took my arm. Putting
a black mask over my face and pulling my cloak
close about me, 1 allowed him to hurry me to my
palace.

There were no servants at home. I had told
them that I should not return until the morning,
and I had commanded them not to leave the house.
These commands were enough, I knew, to make
sure that they would all leave to join in the delights
of the carnival as soon as my back was turned.

From their place on the wall I took two
brightly burning lights, giving one to Fortunato,
and 1 led him through many rooms to the wide
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