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1 *As Others See Us!

You remember that line of Robert Burns about see-
ing ourselves as others see us? *I wonder how many of
us have suddenly cxperienced that — have suddenly, as
it were, been made to regard ourselves from outside,
through the eyes, perhaps, of a foreign friend?? *I am
not sure that the experience is wholly to be commended?,
but let me give you an example of what I mean,

An African chief*, a man whom I had met in his
own country in East Africa, came to England for the first
time *when he was well past sixty®’. He had never before
left his own country — in which he held a high and 1e¢-
sponsible post — and he flew over here, *rocketed as it
were in a matter of hours® from his own simple and
familiar African surroundings to the complex and *shift-
ing crowds’ of London. A friend of mine went to call
on him the morning after his arrival and asked him how
he was and whetber he was enjcying himself. The Afri-
can chief said he was feeling well, but he had had a
frightening experience earlier that morning. He had gone,
he said, to have a look round the streets and had found
himself at Victoria Station. He said, “Naturally T went

in 1o see your trains. I stood near some *iron railings®,

3




by an iron gate, to watch a train come in and it was
there that I saw this frightening thing. For, as the train
came nearer and nearer to where I was standing, all the
doors at one moment swung outward, and, while the
train was still moving, a great many men jumped out,
quite silently, and they began to run towards me. They
carried umbrellas like spears?, and their faces were szt*?
and unsmiling. I thought something terrible was about to
happen, so 1 ran away.”

*Well, there it is.'' There is the 8.50 or the 9.15,
*or whatever your business train may be'?, arriving at a
London station. *And there we are'?, as this elder.y
African saw us, on his first day among us. |

=+

1. Robert Burns [P EfF - 1B W (1759—1796), i by °: % 4 18R]

wrote in the Scottish dialect (3% 777%). Paraphrased (%
%) into the English dialect, the verse (i%) in which this
line occurs would recad. ‘I wish some power would give us
the gift (A4 fE) of seeing ourselves as others seeus. It would
free us from many a blunder (A%%) and foolish netion (#
e FE U

2. AFEBNA XD NEREDHIE R4 —— S T 2R
T RE G N INER, RiF R L — A E M A IRES, L UWE R C,
[as it were (FHAIB): #TF%, (]

3. RARHEXME T & & 52 26 13 #f 15, (to commend: {7,
D)

4. Sigh, oW
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2 Riddles'

“What is black and white and read all over?”

If someone asked you that question, what would your
answer be? If you heard the question, but didn’t see the
words, you would probably think that read was spelled
r-e-d, because red is a color, like black and white., The
answer is “a newspaper.”

There are riddles in every language. Usually, the
fun of a riddle comes from a word thai sounds like an-
other word. In English, these words are called homo-
phones®. Read and red are homophones. Other riddles uvsz
homographsa. This one uses foot (a part of the body)
and fool (a measure of length).

“Why did the boy’s mother knit* his three socks for
his birthday?”

“Because he had grown another foot since his last
birthday.”

Some riddles use words or letters:

“What’s the longest word in the English language?”

“Smiles, because there’s a mile between the first and
last letters.”

“When is it correct to say ‘I is’?”

“When you say ‘I is after H in the alphabet®.’”




Other kinds of riddles depeid on an unexpected an-
swer for thair Frmor. I yeu were asked “What is the
most important uss for cowhide®?” you might think about
shoes, coats, or other things that are made of leather’.
You probably wouldn’t think of the real answer — *“It
holds the cow together, "®

Scmetimes the answer to a riddle is very logical, but
is c¢iificult because the riddle seems to be asking for a
differant answer. | .

“A butcher® was six feet tall, had red hair and blue
eyes, and *wore size eleven shoes'®, What did he weigh?”

Of course, the answer is “meat.” But because all the
facts about the buicher tell about his *physical appear-
ance'', you exnect the answer to be the weight of his body.

Arncther riddle with a logical answer is:

“What do people in England call little black cats?”
“Kitteng, 712

Everyone who speaks English knows that little cats
are called kittens, but when the question is what they are
called in England, we naturally think that they aren’t
called kiitens there. Part of the humor in this riddle
come: from the fact that people in England and people in
the U. & often use different words for the same thing.

Herc are some riddles for you to enjoy. The answers
are gi.cn below the passage.

1. “What goes up and never gces down?

2. What kind of truck is always a “ke” and never a
7




e,

Pl

[=Y]
.

“she”?

What person raises hundreds of people every day?
What do you .call an iavention that allows you
to se> through a wall?

What kind of house weighs the lenst?

What kind of pet'® is always fouad on the floor?
Vhat ssven letters Cid the girl say when she
Iocked in the refrigerator and found nothing?
Fow can you spell very cold with two letters?

¥V hat word becomes shorter when you add two
letiers to it?

10, What has 2 arms, 2 wings, 2 tails, 3 heads, 3
| bodies, and 8 legs?
Answers
1. Your age. 6. A carpet.
2. A mail (male) 7. OICURMT (Oh,
truck, I sece you are empty.)
3. An elevator 8 I C (icy) |
operator, 8. Shkort becomes short-
4. A window, er when you add er.
5. A lighthouse. 10. A man on a horse
carrying a chicken,
=
1. 0¥, BiE

2. & ¥ 5 L
3. R Lid

8



