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This book is developed on the basis of teaching an elective
course “A History of Physics” (the Chinese AncientPart)in Physics
Department at East China Normal University, Shanghai. The
mimeogtaphed form of this book was used for several years at
the University.

The authors have systematically collected therecentachieve-
ments on the study of the histofy of ancient physics in China,
focusing on the development of ancieat thinking in physics
(such as the “Theory of Vitality”) as well as the major achieve-
ments in weights 2nd measure, machanics, acoustics, heat, elec-
tricity, magnetism and optics during the ancient period in China.
The historical materials gathered have been checked repeatedly
and carefully, thus being as accurate as possible. It is a first
reference book of its kind published in China.

Eectures will be welcomed by both university and college
students, post-graduates and teachers of physics, history and
phylosophy as well as other disciplines concerned. It can aslo be
served as a reference book for the educators, physicists, phy-
losophers, historians, scientific researchers and administrators,

high school teachers, self-teaching youth and other readers.

Cai Bin Mou|and Yuan Yun Kai are chief editors with Zhang
Rui Kun, Zhu Min Wen, Qian Zhen Hua and Miao Ke Cheng,

participating the discussions and the edditing work. Yuan Yun
Kai finalized the manuscript. Mizo Ke Cheng collected the pic-
tures and charts and also checked the quoted passages.

The managing editor is Zou Yan Su.
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